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PENTECOST 

Pentecost - worshipping with joy; inviting the Spirit to be poured out on you.  
 

LAITY SUNDAY – GIVE ALL YOU CAN 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/laity-sunday 

 

Devotionals for 17 October – 24 October 2021 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. And kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And you will 
renew the face of the earth. During Jesus’s last days on earth, He promised His followers that “the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he will teach you all things” (John 14:26) 
 
“Therefore, GO with Hope through Purpose: Growing in faith through participation in the means of grace. The focus is on 
spiritual depth as we follow Jesus and nurture persons in Christian living through worship, the sacraments, spiritual disciplines, and 
other means of grace, such as Wesley’s Christian Conferencing.” 
 
Laity Sunday is a special Sunday defined by General Conference to "celebrate the ministry of all Christians" (2016 Book of 
Discipline ¶ 264.2). Traditionally observed on the third Sunday in October (this year, October 17), Laity Sunday is one way we 
express the deep conviction that all are called to participate in God’s mission and live this calling through the ministry of the 
church. 
 
Laity Sunday celebrates the ministry of all Christians to love God and all people. On Laity Sunday, we lift up the vocation of all 
(LAY AND CLERGY) to follow Jesus Christ and lead others to him. As we welcome and offer the good news of Jesus’ love for 
all, we know that the most engaging opportunities to grow deep and wide in our faith come from relationships with those beyond 
the comfort and security of our church walls.  The stories and situations of those struggling with fear, loss, trauma, and injustice – 
as well as freedom, joy, and delight – become altar calls for the wholeness and holiness work of justice, mercy, and reconciliation. 
This is the ministry of the “all called,” the LAITY. This is relational discipleship and participation in the mission of God. Therefore, 
we will go, with hope through engagement! 
 
“I want you to be all love. This is the perfection I believe and teach.” -John Wesley, Letter to Dorothy Furly, September 
15, 1762. One Sunday a year we celebrate what Methodists and many other faith communities claim is a 24/7 reality: the priesthood 
of all believers. 1 Peter 2:9, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation”; this conviction is reflected in our Book of 
Discipline under the heading, “The Ministry of All Christians” (2016 BOD, Part IV, Section II, especially ¶ 126- ¶ 128,): “. . . all 
Christians are called to minister wherever Christ would have them serve and witness in deeds and words that heal and free.” - The 
2016 United Methodist Book of Discipline, ¶ 128. 

 
Do we really believe this? We are often tempted to see laity as “temps”; the real agents of grace are the professionally religious like 
clergy and those who work on a church staff. But lay persons aren’t temps. They aren’t “volunteers.” They’re not occasional 
“helpers” or “hourlies.” They are, in fact, the primary agents of holy love incarnate in the world – and the implications are profound 
for a “great commission” faith: “The witness of the laity, their Christ-like examples of everyday living as well as the sharing of their 
own faith experiences of the gospel, is the primary evangelistic ministry through which all people will come to know Christ and 
The United Methodist Church will fulfill its mission.” - 2016 Book of Discipline, ¶ 127, “The Ministry of the Laity” (p.97) 
 
In this sense, lay discipleship is always leadership and leadership is always evangelism – because all who follow Jesus lead 
others to him. Laity are called to be disciples – and disciples lead others to Christ. This calling extends well beyond weekend 
work or off-hour volunteerism. Our calling, our very purpose—our vocation—is a whole life matter of reflecting God’s love for 
all. God calls all to respond to grace through forms of faithfulness that amplify “outreaching love” for all people. 
 
This is what we celebrate on Laity Sunday. All called. All loving. And all experiencing God’s rescuing and redeeming 
love in Jesus Christ. 
 
In the Fall of 1762 John Wesley wrote a short letter to a layperson and dear friend, Dorothy Fu. She had questions about something 
perplexing to in the early Methodist movement: “Christian perfection”. Was this some kind of rarefied state of flawless fidelity 
only attainable at death? Wesley’s response was simple: “I want you to be all love. This is the perfection I believe and teach.” All 
love. What would it mean to be “all love”? And where would we even start in becoming “all love”? 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/laity-sunday
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For Wesley, we become “all love” disciples through on-purpose (intentional) participation in the “means of grace”: those ordinary, 
Christ-instituted channels that convey salvation through “the healing, peaceful, loving presence of God.” These include worship, 
prayer, searching the scriptures, Holy Communion, fasting, in-person acts of love, and Christian “conferencing.” 
 
These simple practices – especially acts of mercy – help those who yearn for God recognize a deep truth: holy love for God and 
others has a learning curve. It calls for growth. As we grow closer to the heart of Jesus, our own hearts expand to see others, all 
others, with his eyes. And our hearts are broken by the things that break his heart. This is the fruit of intentional discipleship: love 
lived out in a community committed to growing in grace, becoming all love. 
 
As all-love people of purpose, we are called to own and model what it means to follow Jesus. We do this through practices that 
deepen our capacity to recognize grace. While this includes the ordinary, outward means or “ordinances,” it also extends to our 
redeemed vision: the ability to recognize prevenient grace at work in the lives of the “all people.” These are the very people we are 
called to see and appreciate by learning to listen to their stories. The means of grace also teach our hearts empathy as we 
recognize that our purpose is actually a call – a call to be all love by engaging people in the places God plants us. 
 
While some see the means of grace as a kind of “lamp rubbing” or “works spirituality” where our best-efforts grant wishes for a 
holy life, Wesley didn’t believe we could make God appear through religious elbow grease. We practice the means of grace as a 
growth plan that positions us to experience all love, to draw so near to God’s heart that we become the “outreaching love” we see 
in Jesus. 
 
The means of grace are also a way to wait, to trim sails that will catch winds of grace that blow where they will. And even when we 
don’t know or have confidence in our experience of God’s saving love in Jesus Christ, Wesley knew that the means of grace could 
also be the best kind of waiting game: a powerful way to expect and even hope for the gift of faith we can’t currently call our own. 
 
Here’s the punch line for the “all called”: all love means “love all until all love God.” And all means all. Laity Sunday helps 
us remember that our purpose is a call to be love – with and for the world God so loves. And Wesley believed we could be all love 
in this life. 
 
On this Laity Sunday we remember and celebrate the mission behind the 24/7 efforts of the ‘all-called”: “Beyond the diverse 
forms of ministry is this ultimate concern: that all persons will be brought into a saving relationship with God through Jesus Christ 
and be renewed after the image of their creator (Colossians 3:10).” - 2016 Book of Discipline, ¶ 128, The Ministry of the Community 
(p.97) We celebrate the vocational reality that there are no temps, no part-timers, but only “all love” disciples; disciples who “serve 
and witness in deeds and words that heal and free.” So, all are saved. All are renewed. Through Jesus Christ. Therefore Go! With 
Hope through Purpose. And the people of God say, “Amen! 
 

GIFTS, TALENTS and TIME 
 

“Before we can become cheerful givers, we must recognize that we are receivers of God’s gifts.” 
 

“When we explore stewardship for what it is, more than just about money, we quickly realize that we are getting personal.” When 
we explore stewardship for what it is, more than just about money, we quickly realize that we are getting personal. God has called 
us to be GOOD stewards of his many gifts and talents, which were given to us. When we explore stewardship for what it is, more 
than just about money, we quickly realize that we are getting personal. Gifts differ from talents. Talents are God-given, natural, a 
part of the created order. Gifts are received through the Holy Spirit. Both Talents and Gifts can be used to serve God. Gifts are 
different from the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22-23). “The fruit of the spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Generosity, 
Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-control.” Gifts are roles or special abilities, different and distinct and achievable through the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit distributes these gifts diversely to each person for the good of all. 
 
Everyone has at least one God-given talent and has received one or more gifts from the Holy Spirit. Our scriptural foundation for 
this statement comes from Romans chapter 12 and 1 Corinthians chapter 12.  Now that we know everyone has a talent and one 
or more gifts, it is up to us to help our members find and use them. 
 
Real ministry takes place when a person who has the gift to meet that need strategically matches perceived needs. The matching of 
needs to the gifts of people is essential for meaningful ministry to take place. The best way to accomplish this is through a volunteer 
ministry. The term volunteer is extremely important. In this the church does not select the ministry in which a person ought to be 
involved, but the individual person prayerfully considers where God is leading him or her to minister. The church presents the 
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ministry menu, and then offers the person the opportunity to volunteer. Each one prayerfully considers where these gifts and 
abilities should be employed, and then makes a commitment in that specific area of ministry. 

 
It is true that some people would rather give money than their time. Quite often we find that members don’t volunteer but will 
serve when asked. How then can we best involve our members in a personal relationship with God, through the use of their gifts 
and talents, which requires their time? 
  

WE COULD START BY SIMPLY ASKING PEOPLE TO SERVE. 
 
What if a person can’t do any of the things you ask them to do, how can you involve this type of person? It becomes essential then 
that we provide a mechanism for members to tell US what they can and will do in service to God. It is of utmost importance that 
we communicate to all members our expectation that they volunteer for some ministry in the church. It is often said, “An involved 
member is an active member”. 

 
ACTIVE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP is also a chance for you to SERVE OTHERS! 

 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. Matthew 20:28 So, each of us acting out 
of love, is called to minister (attend to; care for; support) to people’s needs!  
 
Prayer: God, I stand before you equipped for every good work and not working. I haven't responded to itching ears about your 
sound doctrine. I haven't told your truth or shared your word, and I have allowed your people to wander away. Forgive, me Lord 
for my idleness Now, right, now, I turn back to you and will speak your word of love, hope, and faith as I work in ministry fully to 
glorify your name. Amen. 
 
A Spiritual Exercise. 
1. Write or journal about an experience that made you feel that another person loved you. 
2. What made you feel loved? Try to be very specific. 
3. Do you recall ever knowing that you had made someone else feel loved?  If so, write a phrase or two that will help you recall it. 
4. Recall a time or times when you especially felt that God loved you. 
    For the following bullets put a word, name or phrase that will remind you of the experience. 

• A person who conveyed God’s love in a special way. 

• A place where special feelings of God’s presence were experienced. 

• A period in your life when God’s love was especially important or significant. 

• A passion that came from a feeling of a need to express God’s love in some way; a cause, a conviction, or activity. 
 

Gifts Discovery Worksheet 
First, check below those abilities that you believe you are good at: 
___ 1. Explaining things to people. 
___ 2. Telling others about the faith. 
___ 3. Tending to people’s needs 
___ 4. Helping people understand 
each other 
___ 5. Communicating in dramatic 
ways 
___ 6. Taking charge when needed 
___ 7. Understanding the meaning of 
things 

___ 8. Making people feel cared for 
___ 9. Giving Graciously 
___10. Speaking before groups 
___11. Making unusual things 
happen 
___12. Identifying religious frauds 
___13. Encouraging and supporting 
others 
___14. Gathering and using 
information 

___15. Listening and/or acting 
sympathetically 
___16. Helping people toward health 
___17. Maintaining calm in times of 
stress 
___18. Arranging meetings and 
programs 

 

Then, using the numbers you checked, identify from this corresponding New Testament list of gifts those you seem to possess. 
1. Teaching                                      
 2. Witness/Evangelist                      
 3. Serving/Helping spirits 
 4. Interpretation                               
 5. Tongues                                       
 6. Leadership (authority)                  

 7. Wisdom/Understanding              
 8. Pastoring                                      
 9. Giving                                          
10. Preaching/Prophecy 
11. Miracles 
12. Recognition of true and false 

13. Encouragement 
14. Knowledge 
15. Kindness 
16. Healing 
17. Faith 
18. Administration
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Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 

• Mrs. Marilyn Liepert has relocated into her new home at Cedar Bay West. Ms. Marilyn’s new address: Mrs. Marily Liepert, 
Cedar Bay West Rm 2126, 5555 Cedar Bay Dr., West Bend WI 53095 Her phone number is: 262-353-7749; she would love 
to hear your voice. 

• Ms. Bev Hartman ask for our miraculous healing prayers for her great-grandson, Emmit Omernick. This little disciple is 5 
years old and suffered a stroke.  He will have brain surgery the week of Oct. 10 at Children’s Hospital. Cards of hope and 
prayer of healing can be mailed to: Emmit Omernick, c/o Ms. Bev Hartman, 3627 Jansen Drive, West Bend WI 53090 

• Prayers of incredible healing for Ms. Ashley Barnett. Ms. Ashley will undergo extremely critical heart surgery to replace her 
heart defibrillator/heart pump. She also has a bacterial infection. Ms. Ashley is the daughter of Mr. Brett and Ms. Mary 
Barnett and mom to Brenna and Joshua. Let us shower her with our love and care! Cards and notes can be mailed to 932 
Hillcrest Street, West Bend WI 53095   

• Mrs. Betty Felt who has been placed into palliative care. Cards and noted of love can be mailed to. Mrs. Betty Felt, New 
Perspective Senior Living, 22130 Continental Drive, #211, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Prayers of healing for Stanton Schmidt, great-grandson of Ms. Maureen Hornung and son of Brady and Payton Schmidt 
and little brother to Benton and Hudson. Stanton is in Children’s Hospital with pneumonia. Cards for miraculous healing 
can be sent to: Ms. Maureen Hornung, N168 W21920 Main Street, #110, Jackson WI 53037 

• Our loving condolences and sincerest sympathies are extended to Mr. Tom Calenberg on the passing of his wife,    Ms. 
Christine A. Calenberg. A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Monday, September 20, 2021 at St. Frances Cabrini (1025 
S. 7th Ave. West Bend, WI 53095). Cards and notes of comfort can be mailed to: Mr. Tom Calenberg, 617 South 16th 
Avenue, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Ethan Schnell, Ms. Dot Edison’s daughter-in-law’s nephew. He continues to do well and hopes future tests will reveal 
he has been cured. Cards and notes of continued prayer and encouragement can be mailed to: Ethan Schnell, 500 Melrose 
Street, Morgan Town West Virginia 26505 

• Fifth Avenue UMC, thank you for your unceasing prayers for Ms. Irina Johnson, daughter (in-law) of Ms. Barb Johnson. 
Ms. Irina had surgery on 16 September 2021. The procedure as of this date went well. We will continue our journey with 
her and her family as God see her through healing and restoration. Cards and notes (which are needed and welcomed) of 
healing, strength and comfort can be mailed C/O Ms. Barb Johnson, Ms. Irina Johnson, 190 Mayer Street, West Bend, WI 
53090 

• Mr. Ted Meilahn, return of his strength and courage as he continues to have medical concerns. I had a delightful pastoral 
visit with Mr. Ted. He expressed his sincerest appreciation for all the card and prayers that have been given and said on 
his behalf. He is truly humbled by your care and support. Cards and notes of care and prayer can be mailed to: 1085 Fondu 
du Lac Ave., Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

• Ms. Trisha Funke, daughter of Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel. Ms. Trisha has returned home and is discerning her return 
to her vocation as a teacher. Ms. Trishia is still awaiting further diagnosis. Cards of encouragement and prayers for 
continued healing and diagnosis can be sent to her parents: Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View Drive, 
West Bend WI 53095 

• Mr. Roger Sacia, is requesting prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing.  Mr. 
Roger and Ms. Nobi have permanently relocated to Madison with their daughter. Their new address is: 1626 Jefferson 
Street, Madison WI 53711  

• Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung would love to hear from you! Cards or notes of encouragement or “just thinking 
of you” can be mailed to: W194N16744 Eagle Dr. Room 3, Jackson, WI  53037 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued healing; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 
53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

• Fifth Avenue UMC’s Laity, Accountable Leadership Board, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Phil Heimerl, son-in-law of Mike & Fay Lewis.  He was just diagnosed with ALS. 
 

"Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul." 3 John 1:2 
 

Your humble Pastor & Servant Leaders,  
 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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