
*DOXOLOGY:             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Holy One, this Advent season we wait in joy and we give with joy. Joy for all you 
have given us; Joy because of your sacred promises. Receive these generous offerings 
and use them to spread your joy in our world. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                       “Joy to the World”   vs. 1 & 2                       UMH 246 
 
 

~ CHARGE & BENEDICTION~                      
 
L: People of God, we wait with hope; we wait with courage; we wait with joy unspeakable, full 
of glory; we wait with the assurance that The Liberator will come in power, in justice, and in 
peace. Go now, trusting and believing that it is so . . . in the name of Jesus, the Christ! 
 
Pastor: Be people of joy. Let joy live in your heart and share the joy of Christ with all you meet. 
Share joy by seeing the good in each other. Share joy by remembering good times and hoping 
for good times to come. Share joy by praying for our world. In this Advent season, we need to 
see, feel, and share joy. As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share joy, peace, and 
hope with those you meet.  
 
*POSTLUDE:                              “While By My Sheep”                        by Gordon Young 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT~ DECEMBER 11, 2022 
Advent marks the beginning of the Christian year. In this season, 

we wait in hope for the coming of the Messiah. 
It is important for Christians to know that Advent is as much about 

looking into the past and remembering the moment of Christs’ 
birth as it is about looking forward to His return, calling believers to 

anticipate, look forward, and ready themselves. 
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~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 
PRELUDE:                “Lullay, Thou Little Tiny Child                   by Gordon Young 
                                         Deanna Gibeau, Organist 
 
WELCOME: Let joy, which has been a part of this whole Advent series, now be the center 
stage, the dominant mood, as we gather. 
 
~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 

NOISY OFFERING - The Wisconsin Annual Conference signed a 
partnership with the Evangelical Methodist Church in Bolivia. This is one 
of the greatest gifts of our Conference, to be in mission with other 
Methodist churches around the world.  
 
The goal of the Bolivia Motorcycle Project is to raise enough money to 
purchase motorcycles for Pastors in Bolivia. This offering will help the 
Pastors and District Coordinator navigate difficult roads where cars 

cannot pass, but still need to travel to in order to bring the words of hope and salvation to God's 
children. Thank you for providing a much-needed instrument to help spread God's word in 
Bolivia! 
 

~THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT CANDLE LITURGY~      
Steve, Sherry, Fritz, Leo & Adler Gerhartz               

 
One: We have lit the first two candles, one for HOPE and one for PEACE. JOY Sunday says 
it all. The Third Sunday of Advent is marked by lighting the pink candle in the wreath. This 
should be the easy one, because JOY is all around us—in the children, the lights, the music, the 
gathering together. But how often do we let our preparations—or our memories—push JOY to 
the side? JOY is like an underground spring that wells up within us, but JOY is also a choice, an 
attitude. Like a muscle, it needs to be exercised. So today we open ourselves to JOY, trusting 
that God has already planted it in us. All we need to do is give it care and offer it to share. 

We light these candles, the candle of joyous HOPE, of proclaimed PEACE, and of deep and 
everlasting JOY, as a sign that we are those who walk with a skip in our step because we can see 
the destination, and it is pure JOY! We are ascending to God’s promise. 

(Two candles and the pink candle are lit.)  

 

 

Verse three and refrain of “O Come, O come Emmanuel” UMH 211 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height, in ancient 
times once gave the law, in cloud and majesty and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

All: Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how you made us: you 
created us for joy-filled hearts and lives. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us 
the peace that comes from justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, 
but must be shared. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in 
the light of Christ. Amen. 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:                       “Like a Child”                    by D. Charles Damon 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  (Responsively) 
L: All creation holds its breath. 
P: The time is almost here. 
L: The heavenly choir of angels waits for its cue to sing. 
P: Excitement is all around us. 
L: Prepare your hearts–the grace of God takes on human form. Good news! Emmanuel, 
God-with-Us, comes to us. 
All: We gather to make ready our hearts for the coming of Christ, our hope. Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)  
All: Heavenly Father, thank You for the joy that entered the world when Jesus was born. 
Thank you for becoming God with us. Lord, sometimes it’s difficult to live joyfully, 
especially in difficult or busy seasons. Please purify our hearts this week and remind us 
that You’re in control. Help us to consider it joy when we experience trials of any kind 
because we know you’re creating something beautiful and eternal. As we fix our eyes 
and hearts on You, fill our souls with renewed strength, courage, and hope. Lord, you 
are always worthy of being praised – and we want to worship You! Amen. 
 
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 
L: Friends, God has become our salvation, indeed! Open yourselves to the joy to be found in 
our forgiveness; never more are we to be held captive by that which seeks to tear us from 
God. Hear the Good News of the Gospel:  we are forgiven.  P: Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
*HYMN:                                        “Away in a Manager”                                       UMH 217 
 
                                                             (Con’d on insert) 



 
*WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
1 Chronicles 4:10 (NRSVUE)~(Unison) 

All: "And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, 'Oh, that You would bless me indeed, 
and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep 
me from evil, that I may not cause pain. ' So, God granted him what he requested." 
 

Luke 2:6-7 (KJV) (Unison) 
All: And so, it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the 
inn. 

    L: The Word of God for the people of God.               P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM    “Rise, Shine for the Light Is A-Coming”          Perry 
                                                                   Dave Bertelsen, Director 
 

SERMON: “The Nativity: A Parable So Simple a Child Can Understand It!” Pastor Clarissa 
 

~ COMING BEFORE GOD IN PRAYER~                      
Prayers of the People: 
            Petitioner: “Lord in your mercy,”                             People: “hear our prayer.” 

 
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer:  
 
Pastor: Please remind us of our need for one another as we silently reflect and pray… 
 
All: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 

  ~WE RESPOND~ 
 
A Time of Giving - Our Tithes, Talents & Ourselves - Now is the offering time, when we 
offer up our gifts of time, talent, and treasure for God’s mission in the world. For followers of 
Jesus, giving isn’t simply about keeping the church going. Giving is a discipline; it is an act of our 
commitment to God. We trust that God will not only use it to change us, but to change the world. 
God not only gives us bread to fill our bellies, God gives us seed to extend the reach of the harvest. 
I invite you to plant the seeds you’ve been given by offering up your gifts and tithes for God’s work 
in the world. The offering will now be received. 


