
SERMON:   “ACTS – SHOWING THE CHURCH RADICAL HOSPITALITY”      Pastor Clarissa 
 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~  
 

Pastor: Come Lord Jesus,                 People: and hear our prayer. 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS & OURSELVES~ 
 
*DOXOLOGY:             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Leader: Like a flame spreading from one candle to the next, we, too, are encouraged to share 
light and love with our neighbors and church. We give because God has given us much.  We 
love because God’s love is overflowing.  In this time and place, may we give our treasures so 
that God’s love and light can be experienced by all. Let us pray: 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
All: Generous and giving God, we offer gifts this day as those who have received so much 
more. You gave yourself to us and asked only for devotion, yet we got distracted by the 
world. You offered all of creation to meet our needs for food and shelter, yet we decided 
we wanted more. You offered your love to all, yet we decided some were more worthy 
and valuable than others. So, you gave us “the repentance that leads to life,” and all our 
giving pales by comparison. Dedicate us, we pray, in Christ’s holy name. Amen.  
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                                   “Spirit Song”                                     UMH 347 
 
 

~ CHARGE & BENEDICTION~                      
 
L: As we dream of a future with hope, we seek our refuge in God. We find enduring comfort in 
the Holy Spirit. We embrace the peace furnished by Jesus the Christ. We will not let our hearts 
be troubled or afraid as the steadfast presence of the Divine is in our midst giving us the vision 
to look ahead to the future with love and hope.  
 
Pastor: When others treat you poorly, be a blessing to them instead. God's purpose for you 
involves being a blessing to others. Our example of blessing is found in the character of God 
and how He blesses us. 
 
*POSTLUDE:               “What a Beautiful Name”                Fielding and Ligertwood                                       
************************************************************************ 

Bulletins and Flowers are given by Betty Clement in memory of her husband, Roger, and her 
parents Myrtle and Emil Shulka. 

 
FIFTH AVE. UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

323 South 5th Ave. West Bend WI 53095 
Fifth Sunday of Easter ~ May 15, 2022 

encountering                      
R ADI CAL  H OSPI T AL I T Y  
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“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 
PRELUDE:          “Lord, I Need You”       Nockels, Carson, Reeves, Stanfill and Maher 
                               Vicki Roth, Pianist 
 

~ WORDS OF WELCOME ~ 
 
GREETING:  
Pastor: Welcome! Change is all around us, even in the church. And change is never easy. Radical 
hospitality is hospitality that goes beyond being friendly; it is welcoming guests with a warmth, 
openness, and authenticity that significantly exceeds expectations. It is intentional hospitality 
that surprises and delights people by making them feel noticed, giving them personal attention, 
and providing excellent follow-through. It is hospitality that makes guests feel so welcome they 
want to return again and again. Come, Fifth Ave. UMC as we create a feeling of being 
comfortable, accepted, and valued — a memorable moment that people want to repeat. 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-339-7673 
Email: rev.cmartinelli6@gmail.com 

 
~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
HYMN:                                  “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                         UMH 191 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:              “Christ Makes Me Sing”                       Donna Williams 
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively) 
L: God, let this be a fruitful day! In this hour of worship,  
P: open our eyes to beauty, tune our ears to harmony.  
L: The fragrance of your love permeating every moment.  
P: The touch of your hand guiding all we do.  
All: Together, we want to taste with delight the joy of your presence here today! 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)  (Acts 11:1-18; Rev. Doug Hagler) 
All: God of the clean and the unclean, we too easily think we can see from your point of 
view. We exclude, hold grudges and nurse contempt, all the while hiding ourselves for 
fear we too would be found wanting. We think we are justified because we are made holy 
by your love, and we assume holiness means more like us. We forget, or never really 

knew, that all you touch is holy, and that you created all that is. So, when we exclude, 
we exclude you. When we hold grudges, we hate you. When we show contempt, we are 
contemptuous of those you love. May we be made holy in truth, loving as you love, clean 
and unclean alike. 
 
*PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION: (Unison) 
 Leader: Holy God, Holy Light who abides within our souls, we have hoarded the light- thinking 
we will spend it on a rainy day. We have stashed the light far away from our neighbors. We 
worry: Would they steal our light from our souls? Would we have enough illumination when the 
clouds roll back in? Through your eternal, inspirational light, encourage us to share the light with 
our neighbors. May this light feed the hungry, house the homeless, care for the sick. May this 
light draw us closer to one another. May we become people moved by the brilliance of Christ.   
 
*ASSURANCE OF GRACE: 
Leader: Like the sun each morning at daybreak, God’s grace renews our spirits, energizing us 
to start fresh in each moment. Live in the bright, excitement of this grace!  Amen! 
 
*HYMN:                                 “Where He Leads Me”                             UMH 338 
    
 

*~WE PROCLAIM~                      
Acts 11:1-10; 15-18 ~ Contemporary English Version (CEV) 

 
The apostles and the followers in Judea heard that Gentiles had accepted God's 
message. So, when Peter came to Jerusalem, some of the Jewish followers started 
arguing with him. They wanted Gentile followers to be circumcised, and  they said, “You 
stayed in the homes of Gentiles, and you even ate with them!” Then Peter told them 
exactly what had happened: I was in the town of Joppa and was praying when I fell 
sound asleep and had a vision. I saw heaven open, and something like a huge sheet held 
by its four corners came down to me. When I looked in it, I saw animals, wild beasts, 
reptiles, and birds. I heard a voice saying to me, “Peter, get up! Kill these and eat them.” 
But I said, “Lord, I can't do that! I've never taken a bite of anything that is unclean and 
not fit to eat.” After I started speaking, the Holy Spirit was given to them, just as the 
Spirit had been given to us at the beginning. I remembered that the Lord had said, “John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” God gave those 
Gentiles the same gift that he gave us when we put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. So 
how could I have gone against God? When they heard Peter say this, they stopped 
arguing and started praising God. They said, “God has now let Gentiles turn to him, and 
he has given life to them!” 
 

L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR:        “Heavenly Sunlight” by Mark Hayes  Dave Bertelsen, Director           
 

mailto:rev.cmartinelli6@gmail.com


~SHOWING HOSPITALITY TO STRANGERS: A COMMUNION LITURGY~  
 
Pastor: Leviticus 19:33-34 reads, “Don't mistreat any foreigners who live in your land. 34 
Instead, treat them as well as you treat your own people and love them as much as you love 
yourself. Remember, you were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” 
 
Leader: God be with you, 
People: And also, with you. 
Leader: Open wide your hearts! 
People: We open them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks for this time and space, 
People: Giving praise to God for this meal we will share. 
 
Leader: We are surrounded by a world of hunger and hurt.  We are surrounded by injustices, 
loneliness, illnesses, and hate.  Yet through you, God, we know a different story. Our sacred 
story tells us of many times when our ancestors dined with the Divine. When the Israelites left 
Egypt, they escaped with little resources. As refugees, they moved into the wilderness. In their 
exile, God rained sacred sustaining bread from heaven.   
 
Leader: Our sacred story tells us of times when our ancestors dined with those who 
hungered.  When Abraham was approached by three strangers, he offered them bread to rebuild 
their bodies and refresh their souls. 
 
Pastor: Our sacred story tells us that when sojourners listening to the teachings of Jesus became 
hungry, Jesus gathered loaves and fish, ultimately providing enough for all in attendance with 
twelve additional baskets to share. 
Our sacred story tells us that on the night before Jesus died, as he and his friends gathered in a 
room, Jesus clenched a loaf of bread.  He broke the loaf and said “do this in remembrance of 
me.”  And after supper, as the night grew long, Jesus took a cup.  As he blessed its contents, he 
exclaimed “Drink in remembrance of me.” 
 
And our sacred story tells us that two of the disciples were on their way to Emmaus and came 
upon a stranger on the journey.  In a spirit of hospitality, they invited him to stay. As their new 
friend broke the bread, they were able to see the Christ. 
 
Pastor: Our table extends beyond this time and space: to food pantries, to community meals, to 
dinners shared with home-bound friends, and to tea and coffee shared with friends who 
grieve.  When two or three are gathered, the Christ is present. As scriptures detail, in showing 
hospitality to strangers, we entertain the angels in our midst. As we have experienced, while 
sharing bread and cup, we have encountered angels among us. 
 

May the Spirit of God encircle these gifts with love.  May the Spirit of God bless these gifts and, 
in doing so, bless the connections between all here and all in our hearts.  May the Spirit of God 
bless the widows and spouseless ones, children without parents and children from foreign lands, 
the last and first, the poor in spirit and the ones who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  May 
all of your children in each space on our earth feel your love and experience the winds of your 
righteousness. Amen. 
 
PARTAKING of the ELEMENTS  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
All: We celebrate our gratitude, Divine Companion.  As this spiritual meal has nourished 
us, inspire us to feed our neighbors and journey with the lonely. Through our co-creation 
together, may we spread love throughout our world and extend your hospitality to people 
in need.  Amen. 
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