
~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~  
 

Pastor: Come Lord Jesus,                 People: and hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: Our Father, 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS & OURSELVES~ 

*DOXOLOGY:             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
All: Loving God, you give and give, and didn’t think the life of your son was too high a 
price to pay for our salvation. Jesus’ life was an example of sacrificial giving, all the way 
to the cross. As we give this day, we want our gifts to impact the world, but even more, 
we want them to bring glory to Christ, who lived and died for all your children. Help us 
to not hold back anything. We pray in the name of your son, our savior and redeemer, 
Amen. (John 12:1-8) 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                              “Victory in Jesus”                                  UMH 370 
 

~ CHARGE & BENEDICTION~                      
 

L: People of God, when we see the body of Christ still broken in this world, may we meet it 
with lavish grace and pour ourselves out with extravagant love. 
 

Pastor: May the love of God be the passion in your heart. The joy of God your strength when 
times are hard. The presence of God a peace that overflows. The Word of God the seed that 
you might sow. 
 
*POSTLUDE:                            “I Saw the Light”                                     Hank Williams 

 
The flowers on the altar are given by Ellen Johnson in honor of all the April wedding 
anniversaries in the congregation. 
 
The bulletins are given by Don & Joyce Walters in celebration of the birthday of their 
great-grandson, Mason Vollmer. 
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The Good News is no mere matter 
of words ... It is about leaving 

ourselves behind and 
encountering Jesus! 

An ENCOUNTER with God 

guarantees total transformation 

of LIFE and DESTINY.  

An ENCOUNTER with God is what 

makes one COUNT in life. 

It takes an ENCOUNTER with God 

to COUNTER the agenda of the enemy.  

An encounter with God makes a NOBODY; EXTRAORDINARY.  

A divine ENCOUNTER set you on the path of destiny and fulfillment.  
 
 

          Alana Dalton, Liturgist 
            Dave Bertelsen, Vocalist   

             Rev. Clarissa L. Martinelli, Senior Pastor  



 
“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 

*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 
 

 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
PRELUDE:                        “I Can Only Imagine”                                          Bart Millard 
                                               Vicki Roth, Pianist 
 

~ WORDS OF WELCOME ~ 

 
GREETING:  
 
Pastor: Welcome! Today we encounter God through an extravagant gift; filled with a fragrance 
of an intensely aromatic amber-colored essential oil, called Nard. We are nearing the end of this 
Lenten season; next week is Palm/Passion Sunday. Come and let us worship with great joy and 
give honor to the Christ who has journeyed with us throughout this difficult season. Like Mary, 
we can pour out in blessing praise and worship as we gather. We can offer something precious 
as we approach the one who loves us more than his own life. Come. All are welcome! 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-339-7673 
Email rev.cmartinelli6@gmail.com 

 

~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
HYMN:                                  “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                         UMH 191 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:      “What A Friend We Have in Jesus”         Charles C. Converse  
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively) 
L: Six days before the Passover, Martha served Jesus dinner at Lazarus’ house. There, Mary 
took a pound of costly perfume and anointed Jesus’ feet. 
P: What’s that in the air? 
L: Mary poured her perfume on Jesus’ feet and then wiped his feet with her hair. 
P: She filled the air with the fragrance of her worship. 
L: The prayers of the saints are like rising incense before God. 
P: The fragrance of their worship fills the air. 
L: Today, let us raise a praise that touches the heart of God. 
P: Let the fragrance of our worship fill the air. 

L: Let the fragrance of our worship fill the air! 
P: God, we offer our praise as a sweet fragrance that aspires to heaven. May the fragrance 
of our worship fill the air! 
 
*MORNING PRAYER: (UNISON) 

All: Giver of the most expensive gift of all, help us to learn from you. May we who are 

so good at catering for our own wants, make ourselves more vulnerable to the needs of 

others. Let us live unselfishly and more sensitively, that we may spread love’s fragrance 

wherever the odor of suspicion and despair hangs in the air. Through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior. Amen!  
 
PRAYER OF ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS: (Responsively) 
L: Christ died for our sins. He made a full atonement for us. We are forgiven and we have the 
promise of eternal life. Feel that forgiveness in your heart. We are His children.  
P: We let go of our fears. God has forgiven me and offered me God’s healing love. I 
accept this free gift, for it is given for me through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
*HYMN:                                              “Grace Alone”                     TFWS 2162 
    
 

*~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
John 12:1-8 ~ New Living Translation (NLT)  (unison) 

 
Six days before the Passover celebration began, Jesus arrived in Bethany, the home of 
Lazarus—the man he had raised from the dead. A dinner was prepared in Jesus’ honor. 
Martha served, and Lazarus was among those who ate with him. Then Mary took a 
twelve-ounce jar of expensive perfume made from essence of nard, and she anointed 
Jesus’ feet with it, wiping his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance. 
But Judas Iscariot, the disciple who would soon betray him, said, “That perfume was 
worth a year’s wages. It should have been sold and the money given to the poor.” Not 
that he cared for the poor—he was a thief, and since he was in charge of the disciples’ 
money, he often stole some for himself. Jesus replied, “Leave her alone. She did this in 
preparation for my burial. You will always have the poor among you, but you will not 
always have me.” 
 

L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR:         “Lord, Lead Me, Lord”                              Gilbert M. Martin 
                                            Dave Bertelsen, Director                 
 

SERMON:                “THE EXTRAVAGANT GIFT”                          Pastor Clarissa 
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~FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT HOLY COMMUNION~  
 
Leader: The Holy One be with you. 
People: And also, with you. 
Leader: Open your hearts to the One who is Love. 
People: We open our hearts to you, O God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God, who gathers us together. 
People: To the One who welcomes us to the table, we give thanks and praise. 
Leader: God, your invitation to come and feast in your presence is but a taste of the love you 
extend to us every day. By your very nature, you are always seeking us out – searching for ways 
to connect us and connect with us. You meet us in the most ordinary of places and you make 
them sacred. By your grace, we come to recognize the holiness that dwells in the world around 
us, in our neighbors, in our own internal depths. 
 
Pastor: As we come to the Lord’s table, let us come with a spirit of humility and penitence. 
People: Compassionate God, have mercy on us we pray. 
Pastor: Let us examine ourselves: our thoughts, our actions, our motives, and our attitudes 
toward others. 
People: O Holy God, have mercy and forgive us our shortcomings. 
Pastor: Help us to remember our responsibility to our families and our neighbors, our 
stewardship to you, and the work you have given to our hands.  
People: O Living God, we stand in need of your grace, strength, and mercy. 
Pastor: As we eat the bread, which represents your body, which is the True and Living Bread, 
open our eyes to recognize the intimacy that you yearn to share with us. 
People: O Loving God, teach us to love you above all else. 
Leader: As we drink the cup, which represents Christ’s blood shed for us, we thank you for the 
new covenant, “Love ye one another,” which is written in our hearts. Let us rejoice because our 
names are written in heaven.  
People: Holy Trinity, may your great sacrifice of redeeming love renew us for loving 
service and sacrifice for others. 
Pastor: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes again. He was pierced for our 
transgressions...He was bruised for our iniquities...By his stripes we are healed. We proclaim that 
we do not live on bread alone, but by the Word made flesh: 
 
People: Jesus, the Bread of Life. 
Pastor: The daily presence of Jesus in our lives is our sustenance. 
People: Jesus, the Living Water. 
 
Pastor: May this Lord’s Supper energize every area of our lives and enable us to transcend our 
circumstances, our inadequacies, and our enemies. We take this bread and cup in communion 
with our brothers and sisters... 

People: In remembrance of Christ. 
Pastor: Christ, the Word of God, spoken to us; Christ, alive and present with us... 
People: Christ, our daily bread. 
 
Pastor: Blessed are those, Jesus said, who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. And so let us come to the table, expectant, eager, open to tasting the rich blessings of 
heaven born from unexpected places, and people, and experiences. 
 
In this meal, we remember the life, death, and resurrection of the One who still takes on flesh 
among us today. On the night he would be arrested, Jesus gathered his friends and companions. 
 
In the midst of a tense and dangerous time, they found each other at table, connecting over the 
story of God-enfleshed among them. 
 
And as they did so, Jesus took bread, gave thanks to God, broke the bread and shared it with 
his disciples saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 
 
When the supper was over, he also took the cup, gave thanks to God, and shared it with his 
disciples, saying, “Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new covenant. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
People: God who sees us, touch and empower us so that our lives will be renewed. 
Pastor: We praise you, O God, who made us your own people through the death and 
resurrection of your Son, our Lord. 
All: Abide in us, Savior and Redeemer. Fill us with the life-giving power of your Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: (Unison) 
 
Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal realm. Send us out in 
the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 


