
~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS & OURSELVES~ 

 
*DOXOLOGY:             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Long-suffering God, we hear the words of a familiar parable, The Prodigal Son, and 
at different times, see ourselves as either son. We have received—or demanded—
blessings to which we were not entitled and squandered them in self-indulgent living. 
We have also looked out from our place of superiority and favor and have been indignant 
over your lavish dispensing of love and mercy. As we bring our gifts this day, we do so 
in the humble gratitude and recognition that any and all blessings in our life come as 
your gift of grace. We pray in the name of your greatest gift, Jesus our redeemer. Amen. 
(Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32) 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                                    “Spirit Song”                                    UMH 347 
 
 

~ CHARGE & BENEDICTION~                      

 
L: May we be courageous to take up our given work with joy siblings of Christ and enter boldly 
into God’s great work of restoration. Many blessings, friends, and may every grace be yours! 
 
Pastor: I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord; “plans for good and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope.” 
 
With each unfolding seed, with every Spring, 
He breathes the rumor of his resurrection, 
As birdsong calls your hidden heart to sing. 
So may this season be his benediction, 
To lift your love, and bid your prayer take wing, 
To thaw your frozen hope, to warm your mind, 
For Spring has come! Can Heaven be far behind? 
~ Malcolm Guite 

 
*POSTLUDE:                           “Bind Us Together”                                           Bob Gillman                                      
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The Good News is no mere matter 
of words ... It is about leaving 

ourselves behind and 
encountering Jesus! 

An ENCOUNTER with God 

guarantees total transformation 

of LIFE and DESTINY.  

An ENCOUNTER with God is what 

makes one COUNT in life. 

It takes an ENCOUNTER with God 

to COUNTER the agenda of the enemy.  

An encounter with God makes a NOBODY; EXTRAORDINARY.  

A divine ENCOUNTER set you on the path of destiny and fulfillment.  
 
 

    Biancha Martinelli, Liturgist 
     Michelle Harrington, Vocalist   

             Rev. Clarissa L. Martinelli, Senior Pastor  
 



 

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
PRELUDE:                       “Jesus, Draw Me Close”                            Rick Founds 
                                                          Vicki Roth, Pianist 
 

~ WORDS OF WELCOME ~ 

 
GREETING:  
Pastor: Welcome! Just as spring break is a physical vacation for renewal with family/friends, 
Lent offers us the opportunity for spiritual growth and reconnection with God. I hope that you 
take time to consider your desert story. How might God be calling you to strengthen your 
relationship with him to overcome the temptations of the world? Come, it’s spring, let’s 
encounter God. All are welcome! 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-339-7673 
Email rev.cmartinelli6@gmail.com 

 

~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
HYMN:                                  “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                         UMH 191 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:             “You Who Are Thirsty”                                 Barbara Loss 
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively) 
L: After the dormancy of winter, 
P: new growth springs to life 
L: The birds return from their southern home. 
P: Buds emerge on the trees as they discover again the warmth of the earth. 
L: Crocuses and other early spring flowers begin to carpet the land as it throws off its wintry 
coating. 
P: The creation awakens to the possibilities of spring. 
L: Life shows itself in every corner of the earth. 
P: God is our Creator, who continues to create in the rhythm of life we call the seasons. 
L: Come let us worship. Come let us enter into the Spirit of God’s creative moments. Come let 
us sow the seeds of new life. 
 

*MORNING PRAYER: (UNISON) 

 

All: Gracious God, open our eyes that we may see the abundance of your creative love 

in all that surrounds and sustains us. Enable us to become people of hope and life, who 

plant the seeds of your earthly garden for the benefit of all. Help us to be gardeners and 

caregivers for the earth that is home for all life. Fill us with your gentle love, that we 

may walk tenderly on the earth, cooperating with your intention of abundant love and 

life. Amen. 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION/ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS: 
(Responsively) 
 
L: Lord Jesus Christ, we remember with gratitude those people who generously sowed the seeds 
of faith in our lives.  
 
Pause for a time of reflection 
 
HYMN:                                 “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”                             TFWS 2158 
 
L: Above all, we recognize how you have blessed our lives with the gift of the Holy Spirit so 
that our faith has miraculously and mysteriously grown. We confess the times we fail to 
involve ourselves in planting any seeds of faith in the lives of others; the times when our 
personal agendas become more important than yours; the times when we have denied others 
the opportunity to expand their faith through our lack of interest or involvement; the times 
when our lives become so entangled with the values of the world that we forget what you have 
said and done and promised. 
 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, we know that when we become disconnected from you, our lives 
become parched and unfruitful, and our faith becomes stunted and dry. Bless and renew 
our lives, we pray, so that we remain connected to you at all times and in all places, 
strengthening our faith to expand and, growing strongly and vigorously,  to bear the fruit 
of your mercy, your love, your undying life.  
 
L: This is the good news: in Christ, God's plan for salvation was accomplished. You are forgiven, 
you are made new. Amen. 
 
*HYMN:                                           “This Is the Day”  x3                                     UMH 657 
 
      (continued on insert) 
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*~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
Seeds are a miracle of life. They are the sign of what is possible. They speak to the abundance 
that God intends for the creation. The seeds we sow in gardens and fields are meant for blessing. 
The seeds we sow in our acts of compassion, healing, peace-making, and justice-seeking, small 
as they seem, like the mustard seed, are also meant to bless. The seeds we sow are intended to 
produce a harvest far beyond the tiny seed we start with. 

 
Genesis 1:11–12 The Voice (VOICE) (creation of plants and seeds) 

 
Earth, sprout green vegetation! Grow all varieties of seed-bearing plants and all sorts of 
fruit-bearing trees. It happened just as God said. The earth produced vegetation seed-
bearing plants of all varieties and fruit-bearing trees of all sorts. And God saw that His 
new creation was beautiful and good. 
  

Matthew 13:31–32 The Voice (VOICE) (parable of the mustard seed) 
 

 

Jesus told them another parable. The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which 
a sower took and planted in his field. Mustard seeds are minute, tiny—but the seeds 
grow into trees. Flocks of birds can come and build their nests in the branches. 
 

L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 

CHANCEL CHOIR:                   “Walk With Me”                         Patrick M. Liebergen 
                                                Dave Bertelsen, Director                
 

SERMON:        “A SPRING BREAK ENCOUNTER WITH GOD”                      Pastor Clarissa
         

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~  
 

Pastor: Come Lord Jesus,                 People: and hear our prayer. 
 

 
Pastor: At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:  
    
All: Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen. 
 
    (continued on back of bulletin) 


