
~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~  
Pastor: Come Lord Jesus,                 People: and hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:  
   The Lord’s Prayer (words on screen) 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS & OURSELVES~ 

 
*DOXOLOGY:             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Patient and merciful God, we bring our offerings humbly on this day, hoping they 
will bring fruit to the ministry of your church on earth. We ourselves have not always set 
our priorities on bearing good fruit, and yet you are a patient gardener. You have sent 
saints into our midst to make the soil richer, yet like the stubborn fig tree, good fruit has 
been scarce. May our journey this Lenten season feed our spirits to bring forth the fruit 
you desire. We pray in the name of our savior and redeemer, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
(Luke 13:1-9) 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                             “Cry of My Heart”                               TFWS 2165 
 
 

~ CHARGE & BENEDICTION~                      

L: And so, our God remains patient with us once again  
All: as we seek ways to be better bearers of fruit.  
L: May we go from here to love and to serve God  
All: with all we have and in all that we do.  
L: And may we do it in the name of the Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Now and forevermore. Go in peace. Share the good news.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Pastor: Go now into the world, strengthened by the gifts with which Christ has fed you. Be 
generous to others, for Christ has given extravagantly. Live by God’s word, avoiding lies and 
violence. Walk in God’s paths and never stray. And may God’s wonderful love be with you 
everywhere; may you feed and care for those around you as Christ Jesus feeds and cares for you 
with his body and word; and may the Holy Spirit confirm the truth in you and fill you with God’s 
presence always. Go in peace and live the church. See you throughout the week. We go in peace 
to love and serve in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.   
 
*POSTLUDE:                       “To Know You More”                                          Joe Horness                    
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The Good News is no mere matter 
of words ... It is about leaving 

ourselves behind and 
encountering Jesus! 

An ENCOUNTER with God 
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of LIFE and DESTINY.  
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“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
PRELUDE: Handbells               “Spirit of the Living God”                                   Wagner 
                                                     Kathy Schneider, Director 
 
 

~ WORDS OF WELCOME ~ 

 
GREETING:  
Pastor: Welcome! We are continuing our Lenten encounter with God. The Christ who gathers 
us up invites us to live a life of fruitfulness. We are on our Lenten journey; a season of grace, 
time of prayer, and spiritual renewal. This third week of Lent we reflect on the parable of the 
Fig Tree and our call to repentance. Let us open our hearts and minds to God's forgiveness, 
healing, and mercy. Come. All are welcome! 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-339-7673 
Email rev.cmartinelli6@gmail.com 

 
 

~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
HYMN:                                  “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                         UMH 191 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:    “Come, Share the Lord”                      by Bryan Jeffrey Leech 
                                                Vicki Roth, Pianist             
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively) 
L: The season of Lent can be barren and lonely, 
P: but God goes with us through the wild wilderness. 
L: Our lives are lived in seasons of transitions and transformations. 
P: Lent is a time to ponder God's providence and persistence. 
L: Together, we seek fruitfulness, for it has been promised to us; 
P: the barrenness of Lent will give way to the fruitfulness of Easter. 
L: In this season of penitence and pondering, let us gather before God. 

P: We come, as a family, to wait for the Lord with strength and courage. 
L: Come, let us worship God! 
 
*MORNING PRAYER: (UNISON) 

All: Dear Lord, you are so patient with us. You are the God of the second chance, the 

seventy-seven times seven, chance. Like fertilizer slowly makes it healing ways through 

the plants that it feeds, may your Spirit slowly and steadily continue to lead, guide, 

empower, and encourage us, toward lives of love and fruitfulness. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION/ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS: 
(Responsively) 
All: Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are able to admit to you the 
fullness of our lives – that which is beautiful and good, and that which is hurtful and 
hateful. We confess that we do not follow Jesus in all that we do. We love with condition. 
We judge and condemn. We cast the first stone, and keep the logs in our own eyes. We 
do not turn to You as the source of our healing. Forgive us, we pray. Forgive our sin, 
and empower us to be imitators of Christ in love and service. Amen. 
 

L: Friends in Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting, and I remind 
you of this surpassing grace – in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 
 

*HYMN:                                        “Marching to Zion”                                        UMH 733 
 
 

*~WE PROCLAIM~                      

Luke 13:1-9 ~ New Living Translation (NLT) (Unison) 
 

All: About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had murdered some people from 
Galilee as they were offering sacrifices at the Temple. “Do you think those Galileans 
were worse sinners than all the other people from Galilee?” Jesus asked. “Is that why 
they suffered? Not at all! And you will perish, too, unless you repent of your sins and 
turn to God. And what about the eighteen people who died when the tower in Siloam 
fell on them? Were they the worst sinners in Jerusalem? No, and I tell you again that 
unless you repent, you will perish, too.” Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig 
tree in his garden and came again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, but he 
was always disappointed. Finally, he said to his gardener, ‘I’ve waited three years, and 
there hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. It’s just taking up space in the garden.’ “The 
gardener answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year, and I’ll give it 
special attention and plenty of fertilizer. If we get figs next year, fine. If not, then you 
can cut it down.” 

 

L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 
(con’d on insert) 
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CHANCEL CHOIR                  “One Step He Leads”                      Pepper Chaplin 
                                                 Dave Bertelsen, Director 
 

SERMON:          “ENRICHED BY GRACE, BEARING FRUIT”                      Pastor Clarissa
         

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
Leader: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received 
the bread we offer you: fruit of the earth and work of human hands, it will become for us the 
bread of life. 
All: Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Leader: By the mystery of this bread and juice may we come to share in the divinity of Christ 
who humbled himself to share in our humanity. Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for 
through your goodness we have received the juice we offer you: fruit of the vine and work of 
human hands, it will become our spiritual drink. 
All: Blessed be God for ever. With humble spirit and contrite heart may we be accepted 
by you, O Lord, and may our sacrifice in your sight this day be pleasing to you, Lord 
God. 
 
Leader: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the 
almighty Father. 
All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 
 
Pastor: God our Creator, may this bread and juice we offer as a sign of our love and worship 
lead us to salvation. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.                                     All: And with your spirit. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.                                          All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.          All: It is right and just. 
 
Pastor: It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you 
thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Christ our Lord. For through his 
Paschal Mystery, he accomplished the marvelous deed, by which he has freed us from the yoke 
of sin and death, summoning us to the glory of being now called a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for your own possession, to proclaim everywhere your 
mighty works, for you have called us out of darkness into your own wonderful light. And so, 
with Angels and Archangels, and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, we sing the hymn of 
your glory, as without end we acclaim: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 
Pastor:  You are indeed Holy, O Lord, the fount of all holiness. Make holy, therefore, these gifts, 
we pray, by sending down your Spirit upon them like the dewfall, so that they may become for 
us the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. At the time he was betrayed and entered 
willingly into his Passion, he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: take this, all of you, and eat of it, for this is my body, which will be given up for you. 
 
In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the cup and, once more giving thanks, he gave 
it to his disciples, saying: take this, all of you, and drink from it, for this is the cup of my blood, 
the Blood of the new and eternal covenant, which will be poured out for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this in memory of me. The mystery of faith. 
All: When we eat this Bread and drink of this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 
 
Pastor: Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of his Death and Resurrection, we offer you, 
Lord, the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation, giving thanks that you have held us worthy 
to be in your presence and minister to you. Humbly we pray that, partaking of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, we may be gathered into one by the Holy Spirit. Remember, Lord, your Church, 
spread throughout the world, and bring her to the fullness of compassion and generosity. 
Remember also our brothers and sisters who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection, 
and all who have died in your mercy: welcome them into the light of your face. Have mercy on 
us all, we pray, and all the Saints who have pleased you throughout the ages. Through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, forever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: (Unison) 
 
I arise today with a great strength: 
God’s power to guide me, 
God’s might to uphold me, 
God’s eyes to watch over me, 
God’s ear to hear me, 
God’s word to give me speech, 
God’s hand to guard me, 
God’s way to lie before me, 
God’s shield to shelter me and 
God’s host to secure me. Amen. 
 


