
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
 

All: God of abundance and mercy, we give joyful thanks for your eternal love and healing 
presence in our celebration of bread and wine. Bless this body of Christ that we may 
attend faithfully to our call to be your servants with each other and throughout the world. 
Amen. 

 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~  
 

 

Pastor: Come Lord Jesus,                 People: and hear our prayer. 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS & OURSELVES~ 

 
DOXOLOGY:         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

God of this day and all days! We can only imagine the darkness of the world into which 
you sent your son – a world that believed that salvation rested on our ability to follow the 
rules. Jesus came to bring light into that darkness, and into our darkness. As we bring 
our tithes and offering to you this day, transform them into light for the hungry, for the 
hopeless, for the forgotten and the oppressed. We will share his light in us! In Christ, we 
pray. Amen. (John 1:(1-9), 10-18) 

 
*CLOSING HYMN:                          “Joy to the World”                                     UMH 246 
 

~ CHARGE & BENEDICTION~                      

 
Leader: May God make your year a happy one! Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain, 
but by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes; not by making our path easy, but by making us 
sturdy to travel any path; not by taking hardships from us, but by taking fear from our heart; not 
by granting us unbroken sunshine, but by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows; not by 
making our life always pleasant, but by showing us when people and their causes need us most, 
and by making us anxious to be there to help. God's love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year 
ahead. Amen! 
 

Pastor: For the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Season, “We’ll leave the light on” would be a good 
subtitle. It is also a good exit line for Christmastide. As we head to Epiphany, where light is also 
central, we go with confidence, surrounded by the light of home behind us and around us and 
within us. But perhaps most importantly coming from us. Let your light shine. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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           Celebrate endings –  

for they precede new beginnings!  
by Jonathan Lockwood Huie 

 

“Celebrate endings—for they precede new beginnings,” by Jonathan Lockwood 
Huie. Endings, whether due to loss, in capability, retirement, natural disasters, 
human disasters, or choices are rarely easy because we carry with us a mix of 
emotions. Because of our emotional state, we tend to overlook the fact that endings 
usher in new beginnings. Beginnings are not always easy, but they do force us into 
action. We can’t afford to wallow in a state of constant loss over our endings when 
new beginnings await. 
                                                                 
                                                               

Rev. Clarissa L. Martinelli, Senior Pastor  
 



“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
PRELUDE:              
 

~WELCOME~ 

 
GREETING:  
 
Pastor: Welcome to 2022! There’s always something about the beginning of a new year that fills 
us with hope and inspiration. We’re far from out of the 2020/2021 woods, yet even the prospect 
of taking two steps forward, one step back feels like an upsurge of hope amidst all that remains 
difficult. On this first Sunday of our New Year, Jonathan Lockwood Huie reminds us – endings 
are one of the things that make new beginnings possible. " My prayer for all of you who have 
allowed me to serve you through my calling is that each of you will carry whatever you're 
supposed to be doing in 2022, carry that forward and don't waste any more time. Start embracing 
the life that is calling you and use your purposeful life to serve. Come Siblings of Christ - 
“Celebrate endings—for they precede new beginnings!” Come! Our story begins anew. 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:                  
 

~BETWEEN THE YEARS – 
THE ADVENT-CHRISTMAS-EPIPHANY SEASON CALL TO WORSHIP~ 

 
Leader: The Advent-Christmas-Epiphany season is often experienced as time folding in on itself. 
We visit the age-old story of a baby born in a manger with familiar songs, family traditions, and 
foods that help us celebrate. Still, we experience each retelling anew as we come to this time 
with another year in our rearview mirror and with it an awareness of things lost, things found, 
and things realized. So, we back to our familiar beginning of the Christian year, older, wiser, and 
maybe more hopeful and thankful for what God has provided and where God is leading us in a 
new season. We await the arrival of a new day, the beginning of a new age, a new time for 
humankind. 

 
SING: GATHER US IN.  
All: Here in this place new light is streaming 
Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 

Brought here to you in the light of this day 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken 
We shall arise at the sound of our name 
 
Leader: Into this situation bursts the power of expectation of a new day, the dawning of a new 
year, the coming of God’s love through his son, Jesus. We realize deep in our hearts that this is 
what happened two thousand years ago, “when the time was fulfilled” (Mark 1:15). This is the 
truth and essence of that which is to come. 
 
All: With God, all things are possible. 
 
Leader: The six days “between the years” – between Christmas and New Year’s Eve – is the 
crowning of the year. It is vital for our spiritual life to use this period as a chance to step back 
from our daily work and immediate worries – to gather as family, slow down, and reflect on 
what is most important. What better time to right old wrongs and heal old wounds? To leave 
regrets behind? To make peace with one another and enter the New Year with a clear conscience 
and a free heart? 
 
All: Looking back over 2021 that has ended, can you see how much God has given us? 
Can we thank him for everything, the good and the bad? Last year was especially 
challenging, but through these trials, life has grown deeper and more tender than ever. 
 
Leader: This is also a time to look forward. I don’t mean New Year’s resolutions, which we all 
know are easily made and seldom kept. But what are our hopes and prayers for the New Year – 
for ourselves and our families, and for our world? What will 2022 bring for those devastated by 
wars, hurricanes and tornadoes? Faced with overwhelming suffering, we ask God to intervene 
in our future. The age-old plea, “Thy kingdom come,” burns more urgently than ever in our 
hearts. 
 
SING: GATHER US IN. 
All: We are the young, our lives are a mystery 
We are the old who yearn for your face 
We have been sung throughout all of history 
Called to be light to the whole human race 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly 
Give us the courage to enter the song 
 



Leader: With each passing year, this time between the years grows more meaningful. As we near 
the end of my life, the view backward is broader and more richly textured. And stretching before 
us is not just to another year or decade, but eternity. Eternity is a new life, free of death’s 
destructive powers, a fullness of life where love rules. The promise of everlasting life has less to 
do with duration of time and more to do with a certain kind of life – one of peace, fellowship 
and abundance. Such a life can begin now. 
 
*PRAYER. 
All: When the carols have been stilled, when the star-topped tree is taken down, when 
family and friends are gone home, when we are back to our schedules the work of 
Christmas begins: 
   To welcome the refugee, 
   To heal a broken planet, 
   To feed the hungry, 
   To build bridges of trust, not walls of fear, 
   To share our gifts, 
   To seek justice and peace for all people, 
   To bring Christ’s light to the world. Amen. 
 
*SING: GATHER US IN. 
Not in the dark of buildings confining 
Not in some heaven light years away 
But here in this place the new light is shining 
Now is the kingdom, now is the day 
Gather us in and hold us forever 
Gather us in and make us your own 
Gather us in, all peoples together 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 
 

*~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
John 1:1-5, 14; 16-18~New Living Translation (NLT) (Unison) 

 
In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created everything through him, and 
nothing was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything that was 
created, and his life brought light to everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness can never extinguish it. So, the Word became human and made his home 
among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, 
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.   From his abundance we have all received 

one gracious blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses, but God’s 
unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. 
But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed 
God to us. 
 

L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR:                 
 
SERMON: “CELEBRATE ENDINGS – FOR THEY PRECEDE NEW BEGINNINGS”  Pastor Clarissa  
 

~BETWEEN THE YEARS COMMUNION~                     

 
Pastor: We gather now as one body, joined around the table. Here we celebrate God's presence 
among us, united in Christ's spirit, broken and whole all at once; 
  
Leader: Nourished and hungry, loved and loving, sinner and forgiven; we make one circle of 
knowing, believing, rejoicing, being, as God lights and rests among us. 
  
SING: GATHER US IN.  
All: Here we will take the wine and the water 
Here we will take the bread of new birth 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion 
Give us to eat the bread that is you 
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 
 
Leader: This is the table of the Heavenly Feast, the joyful celebration of the people of God. 
Christ invites everyone to eat the bread of life, to drink the cup of the new covenant.  
  
Pastor: Jesus said, "I am the bread of life. They who comes to me shall never hunger; they who 
believes in me shall never thirst." In the beginning, God provided every plant yielding seed and 
every tree with seed in its fruit for food. When the Israelites were in the wilderness, God fed 
them with miraculous food. When the crowds were hungry, Jesus fed over five thousand with 
two fish and five loaves of bread. When two were walking towards Emmaus, they recognized 
the Anointed One as they broke bread together.  On the night of his arrest Jesus took bread, 
and after giving thanks to God, broke it and said, "This is my body which is for you; do this 
remembering me." After supper Jesus took the cup and said, "This is the cup of the new 
covenant; whenever you drink it, do this remembering me." Amen. 



Go out into the world in peace, and in Christ’s name be – the humble who make others 
proud the poor who have riches to share; the weak who help others be strong; the 
empty who overflows with loving kindness. And the largeness of the love of God, and 
the treasure of the grace of Christ Jesus, and the buoyant health of the Holy Spirit will 
be with you now and forever. Amen. 1 Timothy 3:8–13. 
 

Chair, Accountable Leadership Board (ALB) – For the ram in the bush, we 
give God high praise! However, the ram was on for a season, we sincerely 
pray for the leader that will answer yes to God’s call to serve as our 
Accountable Leadership Board Chair 
 
Our present Chair of the ALB has stepped down as of 31 December 2021. 
We extend our sincerest appreciation to Bro. Bob Krell for stepping up 
during a critical season of our church ministry. As his time to serve has 
ended, we cannot move forwards as a governing board without an ALB 
Chair or Co-chairs. Is there someone that is ready to serve God and His 
Church? Are there two persons willing to serve together? Will you come? 
Will you say yes? We will not be able to move forward with our ministry and 
mission as of 1 January 2022 without a governing board. Please contact 
Pastor Clarissa regarding this needed and required leadership role. 
 
FAUMC Lay Leader  & Lay Servant Speaker – Volunteer has stepped forward. Amen! 
 
Staff Pastor and Parish Relations (SPPRC)  - Vacant Positions: future SPPRC Co-chair 
(s) to allow for adequate training and turnover.  
 
Board of Trustees Co-Chair heard the call and said, “Yes”. We serve an on-time God!  
 
Trustee Team – A very skilled maintenance person is now serving on the Trustees Team! 
Thank you!! There are still vacancies on this team. No matter your skill set or abilities, 
all are welcome.  
 
Christian Education - Vacant Positions: Sunday School Teachers – adults and youth. Persons 
needed to lead bible study, book study, small groups or other learning/teaching opportunities.  
 
Visitation Coordinator - This is a priority vacancy.  
 
God asks the church to be a community of people sharing a common purpose and fellowship, 
continually growing in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God. Each one of us are sent 

out to visit those who are unable to attend church gatherings – those that are sick and 
homebound. We continue to “Live Jesus” as we bring warmth, smiles, and our love to those 
who cannot be physically with us. In the church we are specifically asked to “bear one another’s 
burdens” (Galatians 6:12) and “encourage one another” (I Thessalonians 5:11). People come to 
the church because they believe that in the body of Christ they will be cared for, challenged to 
grow and supported in their times of difficulty. 
 
Lay Servant Ministries - is one of the significant lay leadership development programs 
available within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and 
empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go 
and make other disciples. 
 
We invite all persons that have been blessed with the gift of teaching, preaching, or apply 
themselves to the service of God to attend an upcoming Lay Servant Ministries Certification 
course (February 2022). Lay ministry is the work of mission or ministry to which each believer  
is called. As Christians we are all called to this ministry or priesthood—not just clergy. Each of 
us has a responsibility to proclaim the Good News and reach out to others in love. 
 
The apostle Paul wrote to the evangelist Timothy, do everything you can to present yourself to God as a 
man (person) who is fully genuine, a worker unashamed of your mission, a guide capable of leading others along 
the correct path defined by the word of truth.  
 
Nothing will help us more to please God than to handle carefully and correctly God’s written word. We should 
look to the written word of God with the same reverence as the psalmist who wrote, thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path (Psalm 119:105). 
 
Prison and Jail Ministry – The Fifth Ave. Prison and Jail Ministries brings hope and 
encouragement to those within the prison and jail walls. Acting as an arm of the local church 
and empowered by the Spirit of God, we: 

• Touch lives with Christian love 

• Present the Gospel in clear and understandable terms 

• Nurture new believers in faith and discipleship 

• Facilitate contacts with churches and Christians on the outside 

 

Two persons have heard the call to serve in this ministry; more are welcome! When did 

I see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  

 



Communion Coordinator(s)  and Communion Stewards- set-up for or coordinate the setting up 
of Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month or as required by senior pastor or 
special worship.  
 
Two persons have come forward to be responsible for the preparation of the bread, wine 
and the communion ware for use in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. There is still 
room for others to serve on this sacred team. Do this in remberance of me! 
 
Liturguist  - The word “liturgist” in Greek means “work of the people”. Serving as liturgist 
gives an opportunity for members of the congregation to become more involved in worship. 
This involves leading the Call to Worship, reading the scriptures, and assisting when 
Communion is served. Liturgist Training is provided. Please contact Ms. Jean Krell to volunteer. 
 
Several persons have said, “Yes”! There is room for you. Lord inn your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Guest Services Coordinator - The Guest Services Coordinator is responsible for all components 
related to delivering an extraordinary guest experience at all Sunday Worship Services and special 
events at FAUMC.  
 
Annual Conference Lay Delegates (2 delegates) - Effective Lay Member of Annual Conference 
informs the congregation about The United Methodist Church in the conference and around 
the world.  
 
One delegate has answered the call to serve. In Jesus name. Amen. 
 
Fellowship Kitchen Coordinators – FILLED! Hallelujah! 
 
Decoration Coordinator – FILLED! Praise the Lord! 
 
United Methodist Men/Fifth Ave. UMC Men’s Ministry - involves men in a growing 
relationship to Jesus Christ and his church and provides resources and support for programs of 
evangelism, stewardship and the needs of men. 
 
The leader or leaders of this ministry will partner with the pastor, to invite and initiate spiritual 
growth opportunities for all men of the church. Helping men to mature as disciples as they 
encourage spiritual formation in others. To empower the ministry of Jesus Christ through men 
within the congregations of the UMC. 
 
 

Where are you being called to serve? 

 

 


