
~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS & OURSELVES~ 
 
 

DOXOLOGY:         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

Dear God, 
Everything that's done through you 
Becomes refreshed and made anew. 
Take the gifts that we have brought 
These simple things, or so we thought, 
And do the things that you do to 'em. 
May your love be made known thru 'em. 
And remember, just the same, 
We bring ourselves in Jesus' name. 
 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                      “Lord of the Dance”   vs. 3 - 5                      UMH 261 
 
 

~ CHARGE & BENEDICTION~                      

 
Leader: Go out and be new. 
             Go out and be you. 
All: Go out and do all; 
       Whether you be short or tall. 
       Praise God in all that you do 
       Thanks be to God. Allelu. 
 
Pastor: Siblings of Christ, hold the knowing and the feeling 
            In your hearts and in your brains, 
            Of the God who makes, 
            The Christ who leads, 
            The Spirit that sustains. 
            Leave the building and be blessed. 
            Seeking first His kingdom and His righteousness. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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~Second Sunday of Advent ~ December 5, 2021~ 
 

Advent 
Sermon 
Series 

 

Get ready for 
our new 
sermon and 
devotional 
series for the 
Season of 
Advent! 
 

Beginning 
November 
28! 
 
We will be 

using the book, "The Heart That Grew Three 
Sizes," by pastor and author Matt Rawle. 
 

In this study, we will be examining the Dr. Seuss classic, "How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" 
and learning from the journey of the Grinch as he comes to understand that Christmas 
doesn't come from a store, but means a little bit more!  Rediscover the gift of Advent that 
comes without packages, ribbons and bows. 
 
In this Advent study, we will explores the faith themes in the Christmas classic, How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas! including, how did the Grinch’s heart grow three sizes come 
Christmas morning. Could it be that this very thing could happen to each of us?  

              

                                                                  Liturgist 
Rev. Clarissa L. Martinelli, Senior Pastor  

 



“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
PRELUDE:              
 

~WELCOME~ 

 
GREETING:  
 
Pastor: Welcome to our second session of "The Heart That Grew Three Sizes”. Today we look 
into when “Christmas Isn’t Christmas.” We find our bad guy Grinch still scheming as he devises 
his wonderful, awful idea to steal Christmas. But if we listen closely, we find a powerful message 
behind his plan. His wonderful, awful idea, entails taking all the marks of Christmas that the 
Whos love- the decorations, the presents, the Santa suit, the reindeer and sleigh, the magic, bag 
full of toys-and use these against them to steal their joy. When the Grinch does this will we find 
that Christmas Isn’t Christmas? Come! Our story continues. 
 

~DECEMBER 5, 2021 - SUNDAY OF ADVENT~ 

 
Family 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

Holy God, as our journey continues, we look to these greens and candles as signs to us that 

life and light are coming. We listen for the voice crying out from the wilderness. We look to 

prepare the way of the Lord. Give us patience as we keep awake and as we prepare for your 

coming. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

Sing: O, Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

O, little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by, 

Yet in thy dark street shineth the everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

Lighting the Candles 

Reader: During Advent we recall God’s promises spoken to us long ago. 

All: For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God. 

Reader: During Advent we anticipate promises yet to unfold. 

All: For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God. 

Reader: During Advent we recall God’s mighty deeds from ages past. 

All: For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God. 

Reader: During Advent we anticipate mighty deeds yet to come. 

All: For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God. 

 

Reader: Today we light two candles. The first candle (light the first candle) reminds us that 

Advent is a time to hear again the message of hope offered through Jesus Christ. In a season 

when our lives are abounding with activity, Advent is a time to listen with faithful 

expectation. The second candle (light the second candle) invites us to recall the mighty 

deeds God has performed throughout the ages, and to recognize the marvelous ways God is 

at work today. As we continue our Advent journey let us hear what God has spoken and 

believe what God has promised. 

 
CLOSING ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING CANDLE PRAYER. 
Gracious Lord, we thank you that your word never changes and your promises never fail. 
In faith we know that everything you have spoken about will come to pass. Yet like your 
people of old, we often struggle during times of waiting. As we cast our faith in your 
unfailing promises, enable us to also trust the timing of your response. We pray this in 
the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:                  
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
 

L: Something stirs deep within us – a longing, a hope, 

P: A thirst for joy, a hunger for peace, a yearning for blessing. 

L: We know deep within that our hopes and fears 

P: Will be met by angel songs and baby sighs. 

L: It is Advent - 

P: Season of waiting, hoping, yearning. 

L: Advent – when we find peace within ourselves 

P: we will find peace with one another. 

All: “Glory to God in the highest heaven / and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors. (Luke 2:14) 
 
*HYMN:                                 “Lord of the Dance”   vs. 1 & 2                               UMH 261 
 
 
 



~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
Isaiah 11:1-6; 9 The Passion Translation (TPT) (See insert) 

 
The cut-off stump of Jesse will sprout, 
    and a fruitful Branch will grow from his roots: 
2 the Spirit of Yahweh will rest upon him, 
    the Spirit of Extraordinary Wisdom, 
    the Spirit of Perfect Understanding 
    the Spirit of Wise Strategy, 
    the Spirit of Mighty Power, 
    the Spirit of Revelation, 
    and the Spirit of the Fear of Yahweh. 
3 He will find his delight in living 
    by the Spirit of the Fear of the Lord. 
    He will neither judge by appearances 
    nor make his decisions based on rumors. 
4 With righteousness he will uphold justice for the poor 
    and defend the lowly of the earth. 
    His words will be like a scepter of power 
    that conquers the world, 
    and with his breath he will slay the lawless one. 
5 Righteousness will be his warrior’s sash 
    and faithfulness his belt. 
6 Then the wolf will be subdued and live with the gentle lamb, and the leopard will lie 
down with the gentle lamb. The young calf and the ferocious lion will be together, and 
as a shepherd drives his flock, a small child will guide them along! 
 
9 On all my holy mountain of Zion, nothing evil or harmful will be found. For the earth 
will be filled with the intimate knowledge of the Lord Yahweh just as water swells the 
sea! 

 
L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 

 
CHANCEL CHOIR                  
 
SERMON:                                  “Looking the Part”                                     Pastor Clarissa  

 

~SEUSSICAL COMMUNION LITURGY~                      

 
 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~  
 

 
Pastor: Come Lord Jesus,                 People: and hear our prayer. 

 
A Seussical Jesus Prayer: 

 
All: We hold you dear as children should. 

Your name is holy, true and good. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done 

In heaven like on earth as one. 
Give us today our daily bread, 

Forgive the things we've done and said, 
As we forgive things done to us, 
And save us from the temptuous. 
Keep evil times from us and ours, 
For the kingdom and the powers, 

And the glory, just for you. 
For all time 'til time is through. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~SEUSSICAL COMMUNION LITURGY~                      

 
Pastor: May the Lord be with you. 
All: And also, with you. 
 
Pastor: May your hearts be lightened and filled with God’s love! 
All: We lift up our hearts and praise God above. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord, God our Father. 
All: We thank God and praise Him – it isn’t a bother! 
 
Leader: It is right and good-ful; holy and wonderful; blessed and joyful; 
To give thanks to you God, Almighty and faithful. 
For it’s you that has given us this worship time, 
Filled with laughter, some holy humor and rhyme. 
It’s you that has shown us your holy love, 
That you have sent from heaven high up above. 
And so, with your angels who first sang your song, 
We proclaim your goodness by singing along: 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven is filled with your marvelous glory; 
Earth is filled with your light. 
Blessed is he who comes in your name – 
“Hosanna on high!” we loudly proclaim. 
 
Pastor: Holy God, it’s your Son we remember today, 
Jesus Christ, the anointed, whom we try to obey. 
He encouraged the poor and freed the oppressed, 
And taught us that you care about the distressed. 
Through his suffering, death, and resurrection, 
He taught that Your grace beats out our imperfection. 
He ascended to Heaven and sits there beside you, 
But still remains with us in all that we do. 
 
On the night he was taken, he lifted some bread, 
He blessed it, and broke it, and here’s what he said: 
“Dear friends, this is my body to you that I give. 
Take it; share it: in you I will live. 
From now on, whenever, wherever you meet 
Remember our time when this bread here you eat.” 
 

When supper was over, he then took the cup, 
With praise and thanksgiving he lifted it up: 
“For the New Covenant, this is my blood; 
A sign of the Lord’s continuing love. 
For God has forgiven your every mistake, 
So trust in God’s love when this drink you partake.” 
May we offer ourselves for God’s greater glory, 
And proclaim what we know of this fabulous story: 
 
All: Christ Jesus: he died, but then rose again! 
He’ll return here on earth: Hallelujah! Amen. 
 
Pastor: Holy Spirit, come down on us gathered here, 
With this bread and this fruit of the vine please appear. 
Make holy this food, fill us with your grace, 
So we proclaim gospel to the whole human race. 
We love you, Lord Jesus, we’ll shout out again 
Your glory and honor: 
 
All: Amen and Amen! 
  
Author: Rev. Allie Scott 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: (UNISON) 
 
Dear God, 
May we who've taken holy things 
Know the joy that blessing brings. 
And as we move from where we are 
To share those blessings near and far, 
Give us strength along the way. 
This, in Jesus' name we pray. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Go out into the world in peace, and in Christ’s name be – the humble who make others 
proud the poor who have riches to share; the weak who help others be strong; the 
empty who overflows with loving kindness. And the largeness of the love of God, and 
the treasure of the grace of Christ Jesus, and the buoyant health of the Holy Spirit will 
be with you now and forever. Amen. 1 Timothy 3:8–13. 
 
Chair, Accountable Leadership Board – For the ram in the bush, we give God high 
praise!  
 
There is an opportunity for a Co-chair position of ALB. Will you come and serve? 
 
FAUMC Lay Leader  & Lay Servant Speaker – Volunteer has stepped forward. Amen! 
 
Staff Pastor and Parish Relations (SPPRC)  - Vacant Positions: future SPPRC Co-chair 
(s) to allow for adequate training and turnover.  
 
Board of Trustees Co-Chairperson and Trustee Team - Vacant Positions:  ALB Trustee 
Co-Chair will be stepping down in December 2021. There is an urgent need for Trustees 
Team members. At this time there is only one person conducting or coordinating the 
maintenance and repairs for the entire church. Urgent request for this position. 
 
Volunteers for Trustees has stepped forward. – With give God thanks! 
 
Christian Education Co-Chair(s) and Team - Vacant Positions: Christian Education Co-Chair(s) 
and Teachers. 
 
Visitation Coordinator - This is a priority vacancy.  
 
God asks the church to be a community of people sharing a common purpose and fellowship, 
continually growing in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God. Each one of us are sent 
out to visit those who are unable to attend church gatherings; this includes the sick and the 
homebound, those in assisted care facilities, and those in the hospital. We continue to “Live 
Jesus” as we bring warmth, smiles, and our love to those who cannot be physically with us. In 
the church we are specifically asked to “bear one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:12) and “encourage 
one another” (I Thess. 5:11). People come to the church because they believe that in the body 
of Christ they will be cared for, challenged to grow and supported in their times of difficulty. 
 
Lay Servant Speaker - is one of the significant lay leadership development programs available 
within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, 
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make 
other disciples. 
 

We invite all persons that have been blessed with the gift of teaching, preaching, or apply 
themselves to the service of God to attend an upcoming Lay Servant Ministries Certification 
course. Lay ministry is the work of mission or ministry to which each believer  is called. As 
Christians we are all called to this ministry or priesthood—not just clergy. Each of us has a 
responsibility to proclaim the Good News and reach out to others in love. 
 
The apostle Paul wrote to the evangelist Timothy, do everything you can to present yourself to God as a 
man (person) who is fully genuine, a worker unashamed of your mission, a guide capable of leading others along 
the correct path defined by the word of truth.  
 
Such a person has come forward! We give God thanks and praise!! Will you come and 
serve God’s people? 
 
Nothing will help us more to please God than to handle carefully and correctly God’s written word. We should 
look to the written word of God with the same reverence as the psalmist who wrote, thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path (Psalm 119:105). 
 
Prison and Jail Ministry – The Fifth Ave. Prison and Jail Ministries brings hope and 
encouragement to those within the prison and jail walls. Acting as an arm of the local church 
and empowered by the Spirit of God, we: 

• Touch lives with Christian love 

• Present the Gospel in clear and understandable terms 

• Nurture new believers in faith and discipleship 

• Facilitate contacts with churches and Christians on the outside 

 
Communion Coordinator(s)  and Communion Stewards- set-up for or coordinate the setting up 
of Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month or as required by senior pastor or 
special worship.  
 
Two persons have come forward to be responsible for the preparation of the bread, wine 
and the communion ware for use in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. There is still 
room for others to serve on this sacred team. Do this in remberance of me! 
 
Liturguist  - The word “liturgist” in Greek means “work of the people”. Serving as liturgist gives 
an opportunity for members of the congregation to become more involved in worship. This 
involves leading the Call to Worship, reading the scriptures, and assisting when Communion is 
served. Liturgist Training is provided. Please contact Ms. Jean Krell to volunteer. 
 
Several persons have said, “Yes”! There is room for you. Lord inn your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 



Guest Services Coordinator - The Guest Services Coordinator is responsible for all components 
related to delivering an extraordinary guest experience at all Sunday Worship Services and special 
events at FAUMC.  
 
Annual Conference Lay Delegates (2 delegates) - Effective Lay Member of Annual Conference 
informs the congregation about The United Methodist Church in the conference and around 
the world.  
 
One delegate has answered the call to serve. In Jesus name. Amen. 
 
Fellowship Kitchen Coordinators – FILLED! Hallelujah! 
 
Decoration Coordinator – FILLED! Praise the Lord! 
 
United Methodist Men/Fifth Ave. UMC Men’s Ministry - involves men in a growing 
relationship to Jesus Christ and his church and provides resources and support for programs of 
evangelism, stewardship and the needs of men. 
 
The leader or leaders of this ministry will partner with the pastor, to invite and initiate spiritual 
growth opportunities for all men of the church. Helping men to mature as disciples as they 
encourage spiritual formation in others. To empower the ministry of Jesus Christ through men 
within the congregations of the UMC. 
 
 

Where are you being called to serve? 

 

 


