
CHANCEL CHOIR                  
 
SERMON:              “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year?”                Pastor Clarissa  
 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~  

 
Pastor: Come Lord Jesus, People: and hear our prayer. 

 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS & OURSELVES~ 
 
 

DOXOLOGY:         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Great God of wonderful surprises: we enter this season of preparation for your Son’s 
coming, looking not for just a memory of past events, but anticipating a return. We strive 
to get our lives in order and pray that our giving of ourselves to these preparations might 
reflect the earth-shaking importance of his coming. Help us to give ourselves 
generously, for we do not know the day or the hour. We pray in the name of the one who 
will come. Amen. (Mark 13:24-37) 
 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                                “Cry of Mt Heart”                            TFWS 2165 
 
 

~ CHARGE & BENEDICTION~                      

 
Leader: It’s the most wonderful time of the year! It’s the Holiday season! Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New Years, - WE LOVE them ALL!!! It’s a season of thankfulness, for celebrating 
the gift of Christ, and for being hopeful for a new year approaching. Go in peace to serve. Amen.    
 
Pastor: Hear the awesome news, you have been handpicked by God— “You are fearfully and 
wonderfully made,” valued, loved, created with purpose! Go out into the world in peace. Have 
courage. Hold onto what is good. Return no one evil for evil. Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. And may the love of God, the Light of Christ, and the power 
and communion of that Spirit be with us all. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

FIFTH AVE. UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

323 South 5th Ave. West Bend WI 53095 

~First Sunday of Advent ~ November 28, 2021~ 
 

Advent 
Sermon 
Series 

 

Get ready for 
our new 
sermon and 
devotional 
series for the 
Season of 
Advent! 
 

Beginning 
November 
28! 
 
We will be 

using the book, "The Heart That Grew Three 
Sizes," by pastor and author Matt Rawle. 
 

In this study, we will be examining the Dr. Seuss classic, "How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" 
and learning from the journey of the Grinch as he comes to understand that Christmas 
doesn't come from a store, but means a little bit more!  Rediscover the gift of Advent that 
comes without packages, ribbons and bows. 
 
In this Advent study, we will explores the faith themes in the Christmas classic, How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas! including, how did the Grinch’s heart grow three sizes come 
Christmas morning. Could it be that this very thing could happen to each of us?  

              

                                                                  Liturgist 
Rev. Clarissa L. Martinelli, Senior Pastor  

 



“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
PRELUDE:              
 

~WELCOME~ 

 
GREETING:  
 
Pastor: People of God, welcome to the Season of Advent. Advent is a multilayered time. Advent 
is a looking forward as well as a looking back. Come as we appreciate one of the fondest Advent 
traditions for both congregations and families - the lighting of Advent candles. Come as we 
prepare for the coming of Christ, the Light of the World. 
 

~NOVEMBER 28 – FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT~ 

 
Name of  family?????? 
 
OPENING PRAYER.  
Family: Dear God, as our nights grow longer and our days grow short, we look on these earthly 
signs – light and green branches – and remember God’s promise to our world: Christ, our Light 
and our Hope, will come with great power and glory. We know not when he will come; give us 
strength to keep awake and hope as we wait, knowing that the time is near. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, Amen. 
 
SING: O COME O COME EMMANUEL. 
All: O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile 
here, until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O 
Israel. 
 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE. 
Reader: Advent is a time to hear again of God’s redeeming work. 
All: Give us ears, O Lord, and help us to hear. 
Reader: Advent is a time to hear again of God’s reconciling love. 
All: Give us ears, O Lord, and help us to hear. 
Reader: Advent is a time to hear again of God’s unmerited grace. 
All: Give us ears, O Lord, and help us to hear. 
Reader: Advent is a time to hear again of our ultimate hope. 
All: Give us ears, O Lord, and help us to hear. 

Reader: Today we light the first candle (light the first candle). The first candle reminds us that 
as we wait upon the Lord we do so with a sense of heightened awareness. In a world where our 
attention is easily diverted in many directions, Advent is a time to quiet ourselves and listen for 
God’s word with expectant ears. This Advent may we hear and receive the message of the One 
who continues to speak. 
 
CLOSING ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING CANDLE PRAYER. 
Gracious Lord, thank you for the ways you continue to speak to a world in need. 
Through both prophets and angels, you declared the message of hope, the way of 
healing, and the coming of a Savior. As you spoke in the days of old, so we know you 
continue to speak to us today. As we begin our Advent journey, grant us ears that truly 
hear and hearts to openly receive. We pray this in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:                  
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
 

L: Something stirs deep within us – a longing, a hope, 

P: A thirst for joy, a hunger for peace, a yearning for blessing. 

L: We know deep within that our hopes and fears 

P: Will be met by angel songs and baby sighs. 

L: It is Advent - 

P: Season of waiting, hoping, yearning. 

L: Advent – when we find peace within ourselves 

P: we will find peace with one another. 

All: “Glory to God in the highest heaven / and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors. (Luke 2:14) 
 
*HYMN:                            “Angels We Have Heard on High”                             UMH 238 

                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
Romans 12:9~The Voice (VOICE) (Unison) 

 
Love others well, and don’t hide behind a mask; love authentically. Despise evil; pursue 
what is good as if your life depends on it. 
 

. L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 



~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    

The Advent Wreath 
 

The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. Eventually, the Advent wreath was 
created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life in the midst of winter since the 
evergreen is continuously green. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the 
eternal life He makes possible. Advent candles shine brightly in the darkness of winter, 
symbolizing and reminding us that Jesus came as Light into our dark world. 
 
The candles are set in the circular Advent wreath. This involves five candles placed in the 
wreath. A new candle is lit on each of the four Sundays before Christmas. Each candle 
represents something different, although traditions vary.  
 

▪ Often, the first, second and fourth candles are purple. Why do we use purple or dark 

blue? Purple represents both penitence and royalty. Blue represents hope 

▪ The third candle is rose-colored.  

▪ A fifth white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and is lit on Christmas Day 

to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  

▪ Each of the four candles represent HOPE, LOVE, PEACE AND JOY. 

▪ One white candle is placed in the center of the wreath. This candle is lit on Christmas 

Eve/Christmas Day to represent Christ’s Birth. White is the color of joy and festivities and 

represents Christ as the fully human and fully divine Son of God! 

The advent candles correspond to the themes of each week of advent. Families and church 
congregations begin lighting a candle on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, and another 
candle each subsequent Sunday. 

 
In ancient times, lighting candles symbolized hope both for the return of sunlight and for 
the joy of Jesus’ coming to bring God’s light to the world. 
 
Prayer: Dear God, on this first Sunday in Advent, let this light shine brightly as the days grow 
shorter, so that we will be ready for your face to shine upon us at Christmas. In the Savior’s 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

PLEASE COLOR THE ADVENT WREATH AND RETURN IT TO THE 

CHURCH OFFICE. THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 



Go out into the world in peace, and in Christ’s name be – the humble who make others 
proud the poor who have riches to share; the weak who help others be strong; the 
empty who overflows with loving kindness. And the largeness of the love of God, and 
the treasure of the grace of Christ Jesus, and the buoyant health of the Holy Spirit will 
be with you now and forever. Amen. 1 Timothy 3:8–13. 
 
Chair, Accountable Leadership Board – For the ram in the bush, we give God high 
praise!  
 
There is an opportunity for a Co-chair position of ALB. Will you come and serve? 
 
FAUMC Lay Leader  & Lay Servant Speaker – Volunteer has stepped forward. Amen! 
 
Staff Pastor and Parish Relations (SPPRC)  - Vacant Positions: future SPPRC Co-chair 
(s) to allow for adequate training and turnover.  
 
Board of Trustees Co-Chairperson and Trustee Team - Vacant Positions:  ALB Trustee 
Co-Chair will be stepping down in December 2021. There is an urgent need for Trustees 
Team members. At this time there is only one person conducting or coordinating the 
maintenance and repairs for the entire church. Urgent request for this position. 
 
Volunteers for Trustees has stepped forward. – With give God thanks! 
 
Christian Education Co-Chair(s) and Team - Vacant Positions: Christian Education Co-Chair(s) 
and Teachers. 
 
Visitation Coordinator - This is a priority vacancy.  
 
God asks the church to be a community of people sharing a common purpose and fellowship, 
continually growing in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God. Each one of us are sent 
out to visit those who are unable to attend church gatherings; this includes the sick and the 
homebound, those in assisted care facilities, and those in the hospital. We continue to “Live 
Jesus” as we bring warmth, smiles, and our love to those who cannot be physically with us. In 
the church we are specifically asked to “bear one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:12) and “encourage 
one another” (I Thess. 5:11). People come to the church because they believe that in the body 
of Christ they will be cared for, challenged to grow and supported in their times of difficulty. 
 
Lay Servant Speaker - is one of the significant lay leadership development programs available 
within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, 
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make 
other disciples. 
 

We invite all persons that have been blessed with the gift of teaching, preaching, or apply 
themselves to the service of God to attend an upcoming Lay Servant Ministries Certification 
course. Lay ministry is the work of mission or ministry to which each believer  is called. As 
Christians we are all called to this ministry or priesthood—not just clergy. Each of us has a 
responsibility to proclaim the Good News and reach out to others in love. 
 
The apostle Paul wrote to the evangelist Timothy, do everything you can to present yourself to God as a 
man (person) who is fully genuine, a worker unashamed of your mission, a guide capable of leading others along 
the correct path defined by the word of truth.  
 
Such a person has come forward! We give God thanks and praise!! Will you come and 
serve God’s people? 
 
Nothing will help us more to please God than to handle carefully and correctly God’s written word. We should 
look to the written word of God with the same reverence as the psalmist who wrote, thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path (Psalm 119:105). 
 
Prison and Jail Ministry – The Fifth Ave. Prison and Jail Ministries brings hope and 
encouragement to those within the prison and jail walls. Acting as an arm of the local church 
and empowered by the Spirit of God, we: 

• Touch lives with Christian love 

• Present the Gospel in clear and understandable terms 

• Nurture new believers in faith and discipleship 

• Facilitate contacts with churches and Christians on the outside 

 
Communion Coordinator(s)  and Communion Stewards- set-up for or coordinate the setting up 
of Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month or as required by senior pastor or 
special worship.  
 
Two persons have come forward to be responsible for the preparation of the bread, wine 
and the communion ware for use in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. There is still 
room for others to serve on this sacred team. Do this in remberance of me! 
 
Liturguist  - The word “liturgist” in Greek means “work of the people”. Serving as liturgist gives 
an opportunity for members of the congregation to become more involved in worship. This 
involves leading the Call to Worship, reading the scriptures, and assisting when Communion is 
served. Liturgist Training is provided. Please contact Ms. Jean Krell to volunteer. 
 
Several persons have said, “Yes”! There is room for you. Lord inn your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 



Guest Services Coordinator - The Guest Services Coordinator is responsible for all components 
related to delivering an extraordinary guest experience at all Sunday Worship Services and special 
events at FAUMC.  
 
Annual Conference Lay Delegates (2 delegates) - Effective Lay Member of Annual Conference 
informs the congregation about The United Methodist Church in the conference and around 
the world.  
 
One delegate has answered the call to serve. In Jesus name. Amen. 
 
Fellowship Kitchen Coordinators – FILLED! Hallelujah! 
 
Decoration Coordinator – FILLED! Praise the Lord! 
 
United Methodist Men/Fifth Ave. UMC Men’s Ministry - involves men in a growing 
relationship to Jesus Christ and his church and provides resources and support for programs of 
evangelism, stewardship and the needs of men. 
 
The leader or leaders of this ministry will partner with the pastor, to invite and initiate spiritual 
growth opportunities for all men of the church. Helping men to mature as disciples as they 
encourage spiritual formation in others. To empower the ministry of Jesus Christ through men 
within the congregations of the UMC. 
 
 

Where are you being called to serve? 

 

 


