
Pastor: The Word of the Lord is wisdom. 
People: May we live as a people both good and wise. 

 
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

~BRIDGE BUILDING: THE TIME IS NOW CHRIST'S CHURCH~ 

 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS, & OURSELVES~ 

 
DOXOLOGY:         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Generous God, creator, redeemer, sustainer, at your table we present our tithes, gifts 
and ourselves; symbol of the abundant blessings and work you have given us to do; use 
it, use us, in the service of your world. May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the 
love of Jesus Christ in our lives. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                                  “Freely, Freely”                                UMH 389 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
All: Feel the love of God growing within your heart. Go into God’s world, planting seeds 
of love, mercy, joy, and peace in all that you say and do. Be at peace and serve God.  
 
Pastor: Guiding and loving God, empower your people to be your hands and feet. Help them 
to glorify you by serving others. Send them into the world to bring seeking souls to You. By 
their actions and words, make them witnesses of your great love and your passion for the lost 
and lonely. Support them as they take this step to witness to the world of your goodness and 
grace. Fill them with the Holy Spirit and enable them to do their tasks faithfully and joyfully. Go 
and do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God. 

 
POSTLUDE:     
 

FIFTH AVE. UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
323 South 5th Ave. West Bend WI 53095 

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost ~ September 26, 2021~ 
 

The church is not defined by a building, but 
rather by lives committed to loving God and 

serving people in His name. 
 

With church doors 
shutting across 
America, it is time 
for us to show that 
church has never 
been about the 
building. 
 

We are the Church 
and the Gospel 
demands that we 
leave the building 
and care for our 
sisters and 
brothers 
                                                           

                                                           
 
 
                                                                   Soloist 
                                                                   Liturgist 

Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Senior Pastor 



 

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
As you participate with heart and/or voice, the words will be displayed on the screen for your 

convenience. 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 
ORGAN PRELUDE:    
 

~WELCOME~ 

 
GREETING: 
 

Pastor: The Church has left the building! This expression highlights intense change within 

the church. Not only does the church change for its own existence, it also does so for the life of 
the world. Come, as we discover what it means to depart from the structures that have held and 

sustained us, to what it means to be a relevant and welcoming church today! Come! The Church 

will be leaving the building! 

 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-338-8535; 
Email pastor@faumc.org 

 

~STEWARDSHIP 2021 – EARN SAVE GIVE~                    

 
Ed Fowell - Member, 2021 Stewardship Team 

 

~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
HYMN:                           “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                      UMH 191 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:  
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
 
L: The voice of God gathers us this day; 
P: The warmth of God brings us together as one people. 
L: As we gather this day, each of us brings something to worship – 
P: We bring the burdens of the week. 
L: We bring prayers of hope and prayers of anguish. 

P: We bring our voices, and our offerings, and our questions. 
L: We bring our faith, tattered or whole as it may be. 
P: So, we come with joy and sorrow in our hearts, 

L: With kindness and with selfishness; with doubt and with faith. 
All: We bring all this to each other and to God, the fullness of our lives whom we 
worship today. May we worship well this day. 

 
*PRAYING IN COMMUNITY: 
 
All: Heavenly Father, thank You that I am part of the body of Christ by faith in 
His death, burial and resurrection. Thank You that I have been entrusted with this 
heavenly mission to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. I pray 
that in Your strength I will carry out this evangelistic mission in the places that You have 
put me, to Your praise and glory.  Thank You that You are with me to the end of the age, 
in Jesus’ precious name I pray, amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 
L: Let go of your fears and doubts. God pours God’s love on you, in you and through you to 
others. Go share the love of Christ. Amen. 
 
*HYMN:                                “Spirit of the Living God”  (x3)                             UMH 393 

                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
Hebrews 10:24-25 ~ The Passion Translation (TPT) (Unison) 

 
Discover creative ways to encourage other and to motivate them toward acts of 

compassion, doing beautiful works as expressions of love. This is not the time to pull 
away and neglect meeting together, as some have formed the habit of doing. In fact, 
we should come together even more frequently, eager to encourage and urge each 

other onward as we anticipate that day dawning. 
 

Mark 16:15 ~ The Passion Translation (TPT) (Unison) 
 

And he said to them, “As you go into all the world, preach openly the wonderful news 
of the gospel to the entire human race! 

 
SERMON:                     “The Church Has Left the Building”                        Pastor Clarissa 
 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 

mailto:pastor@faumc.org


~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
Mark 16:15, regards the 
description of the Great 
Commission. 
 
“He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved.”  Here we see that 
the original goal of the calling and 
sending of disciples, that souls 
would be “saved.”  People are not 
called and sent for themselves.  

Nor is it for popularity and the like.  The followers of Christ are sent that someone else might 
hear the Good News, believe in the Good News, and be “saved!” 
 
To be saved means to be “delivered.”  While there are a variety of things for people to be 
delivered from, the main thing they need to be delivered from is sin.  That deliverance will not 
come to pass because of you or me, but we are messengers that are sent to tell them about He 
who can save. 
 
Do you remember when you were first born again, or got “saved”?  Do you remember the 
feeling?  Sometimes there’s a wholeness that is felt.  Sometimes there’s peace.  In some areas 
one may feel light and on top of the world (not in a self-centered, bragging way).  People, when 
they have accepted Jesus Christ and experience the new birth, tend to feel positively different.  
A freedom that can’t be explained as the feeling of those shackles that kept one bound begins 
to fall away. 
 
How many others are out there who would like to know what that feels like to have their shackles 
broken?  How many would like to experience what you have experienced? The peace and love 
of God. How many would like to be saved?   
 
That can’t happen unless those that are sent, go! 
 
Ask God for God’s wisdom. Do not ask for God’s wisdom because we want a personal 
advantage of some kind. Do not ask for it so we can be smarter or stronger or richer than our 
fellows. Ask, instead, because we want to grow closer to God. If we draw near to God, James 
promises, God will draw near to us and God’s wisdom and the fruits that go with it, will be ours 
as well. 
 
Despite the love, despite the cross, despite the resurrection, despite the Good News – sadly, 
some will still refuse the new life offered through Jesus Christ.   Some will turn away their hearts 
and their lives from this great spiritual rescue. 

Everything Jesus did, everything He experienced and went through from birth to the grave and 
beyond, was to rescue humanity from being lost forever. For those who turn away that great 
salvation, they will remain in that lost state and be banished from the grace and protection of 
God because they don’t believe. 
 
Just as eternity is set and settled for the believer, so too is eternity set and settled for the 
unbeliever.  Romans 8:1 tells us, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”  The believer, in Christ, has 
been released from condemnation.  For the unbeliever outside of Christ, their condemnation or 
“lost” state remains. 
 
Knowing this, and teaching this to His disciples that they and we might understand the 
importance of the mission – He sends His followers out to reach as many people as possible in 
hopes that they who have yet to believe will hear the Good News, and believe, that they might 
dwell in life eternal with Him. 
 
That’s the mission.  That’s the goal.  That’s the reason for the sending.  It doesn’t matter if one 
is receptive to the gospel or if they reject it, the disciples, and we, are commanded to still go and 
tell it. 
 
Not matter where people are from or what their background is, God wants to see people saved.  
But they must make the decision to want to be saved; to want to truly repent and be reconciled 
back to God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
During His earthly ministry, when Jesus delivered a message, often He would say, “He that hat 
ears to hear, let him hear,”  (Matthew 11:15; see also Matthew 13:9, 43; Mark 4:9, 23; Luke 8:8 
and 14:35).  There must be a personal willingness to open oneself up to take in the message of 
salvation for themselves. 
 
Nonetheless, we are still commanded to go and tell it. 

 
Prayer: Almighty Father, help us appreciate everything that is around us. May you grant 
us your unconditional love and guidance for us to share your words and learn from it in 
doing so. There are times where we question your presence especially when we are at 
our lowest but now, we ask for forgiveness. Thank You that You are with me to the end 
of the age, in Jesus’ name I pray, amen. 
 

 
 

 
 



Go out into the world in peace, and in Christ’s name be – the humble who make others 
proud the poor who have riches to share; the weak who help others be strong; the 
empty who overflows with loving kindness. And the largeness of the love of God, and 
the treasure of the grace of Christ Jesus, and the buoyant health of the Holy Spirit will 
be with you now and forever. Amen. 1 Timothy 3:8–13. 
 
Chair, Accountable Leadership Board – For the ram in the bush, we give God high 
praise!  
 
There is an opportunity for a Co-chair position of ALB. Will you come and serve? 
 
FAUMC Lay Leader  & Lay Servant Speaker – Volunteer has stepped forward. Amen! 
 
Staff Pastor and Parish Relations (SPPRC)  - Vacant Positions: future SPPRC Co-chair 
(s) to allow for adequate training and turnover.  
 
Board of Trustees Co-Chairperson and Trustee Team - Vacant Positions:  ALB Trustee 
Co-Chair will be stepping down in December 2021. There is an urgent need for Trustees 
Team members. At this time there is only one person conducting or coordinating the 
maintenance and repairs for the entire church. Urgent request for this position. 
 
Volunteers for Trustees has stepped forward. – With give God thanks! 
 
Christian Education Co-Chair(s) and Team - Vacant Positions: Christian Education Co-Chair(s) 
and Teachers. 
 
Visitation Coordinator - This is a priority vacancy.  
 
God asks the church to be a community of people sharing a common purpose and fellowship, 
continually growing in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God. Each one of us are sent 
out to visit those who are unable to attend church gatherings; this includes the sick and the 
homebound, those in assisted care facilities, and those in the hospital. We continue to “Live 
Jesus” as we bring warmth, smiles, and our love to those who cannot be physically with us. In 
the church we are specifically asked to “bear one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:12) and “encourage 
one another” (I Thess. 5:11). People come to the church because they believe that in the body 
of Christ they will be cared for, challenged to grow and supported in their times of difficulty. 
 
Lay Servant Speaker - is one of the significant lay leadership development programs available 
within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, 
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make 
other disciples. 
 

We invite all persons that have been blessed with the gift of teaching, preaching, or apply 
themselves to the service of God to attend an upcoming Lay Servant Ministries Certification 
course. Lay ministry is the work of mission or ministry to which each believer  is called. As 
Christians we are all called to this ministry or priesthood—not just clergy. Each of us has a 
responsibility to proclaim the Good News and reach out to others in love. 
 
The apostle Paul wrote to the evangelist Timothy, do everything you can to present yourself to God as a 
man (person) who is fully genuine, a worker unashamed of your mission, a guide capable of leading others along 
the correct path defined by the word of truth.  
 
Such a person has come forward! We give God thanks and praise!! Will you come and 
serve God’s people? 
 
Nothing will help us more to please God than to handle carefully and correctly God’s written word. We should 
look to the written word of God with the same reverence as the psalmist who wrote, thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path (Psalm 119:105). 
 
Prison and Jail Ministry – The Fifth Ave. Prison and Jail Ministries brings hope and 
encouragement to those within the prison and jail walls. Acting as an arm of the local church 
and empowered by the Spirit of God, we: 

• Touch lives with Christian love 

• Present the Gospel in clear and understandable terms 

• Nurture new believers in faith and discipleship 

• Facilitate contacts with churches and Christians on the outside 

 
Communion Coordinator(s)  and Communion Stewards- set-up for or coordinate the setting up 
of Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month or as required by senior pastor or 
special worship.  
 
Two persons have come forward to be responsible for the preparation of the bread, wine 
and the communion ware for use in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. There is still 
room for others to serve on this sacred team. Do this in remberance of me! 
 
Liturguist  - The word “liturgist” in Greek means “work of the people”. Serving as liturgist gives 
an opportunity for members of the congregation to become more involved in worship. This 
involves leading the Call to Worship, reading the scriptures, and assisting when Communion is 
served. Liturgist Training is provided. Please contact Ms. Jean Krell to volunteer. 
 
Several persons have said, “Yes”! There is room for you. Lord inn your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 



Guest Services Coordinator - The Guest Services Coordinator is responsible for all components 
related to delivering an extraordinary guest experience at all Sunday Worship Services and special 
events at FAUMC.  
 
Annual Conference Lay Delegates (2 delegates) - Effective Lay Member of Annual Conference 
informs the congregation about The United Methodist Church in the conference and around 
the world.  
 
One delegate has answered the call to serve. In Jesus name. Amen. 
 
Fellowship Kitchen Coordinators – FILLED! Hallelujah! 
 
Decoration Coordinator – FILLED! Praise the Lord! 
 
United Methodist Men/Fifth Ave. UMC Men’s Ministry - involves men in a growing 
relationship to Jesus Christ and his church and provides resources and support for programs of 
evangelism, stewardship and the needs of men. 
 
The leader or leaders of this ministry will partner with the pastor, to invite and initiate spiritual 
growth opportunities for all men of the church. Helping men to mature as disciples as they 
encourage spiritual formation in others. To empower the ministry of Jesus Christ through men 
within the congregations of the UMC. 
 
 

Where are you being called to serve? 

 


