
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 
DOXOLOGY:         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here 
below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus 
Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Gracious God, grant us the grace to be extravagant in the gifts we give to 
you. Help us be wise and just in how we live with the resources we keep. Guide 
us in the way to lives that bear the fruit that is pleasing to you: lives full of 
mercy and compassion. Free us from envy and selfish ambition that leads us 
away from you, that we might draw near to you. We pray in the love and hope 

that is Jesus, our Savior. Amen. (James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a) 

 

*CLOSING HYMN:              “Let There Be Peace on Earth”                    UMH 431 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      
 

All: Through grace and peace, may we have the wisdom to be transformed. 
For suffering leads to endurance, endurance gives rise to character, and 
character produces hope. In true hope, hope founded in God, we are never 
disappointed. 
 

Pastor: We ask for your wisdom, O God, not the earthly wisdom that we hear and 
see every day. Let your understanding flow through our lives like a stream, so that 
we may bear the good fruits of welcome and compassion. Teach us that our true 
dignity is found in honoring you by serving others. 

 
POSTLUDE:     
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“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceful, gentle, 
reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy” (James 3:17).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wisdom from above produces that which is good: 
 

• Pure - chaste, guiltless, morally pure, without corruption. 

• Peaceful - disposed to keep the peace. 

• Gentle - appropriate, lenient, tolerant. 

• Reasonable - easy to get along with. 

• Full of mercy - ready to extend grace; to give; to forgive. 

• And good fruits - see Galatians 5:22-23. 

• Without partiality - not showing favor to one group over another. 

• Without hypocrisy - not putting on a false face. 

 

                                                                Liturgist 
Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Senior Pastor 

 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=220#epistle_reading


“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
As you participate with heart and/or voice, the words will be displayed on the screen for 

your convenience. 

*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 
 

 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 

ORGAN PRELUDE:    
 

~WELCOME~ 

 

GREETING: 
 

Pastor: Do you need more peace in your life? Do you long to bear good fruit in your 
life? Peace is possible, even while we are works in process. This isn’t about 
completion and the satisfaction of a job well done; it is about a journey of discovery 
and transformation. Draw near to God, the giver of wisdom and God will draw near 
to you. Come, learn more about the wisdom from above, a wisdom that yields a 
harvest of righteousness. 
 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-338-8535; 
Email pastor@faumc.org 

 

~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 

HYMN:                           “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                      UMH 191 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 

CENTERING MUSIC:  
 

*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
 
L: According to the riches of God’s glory, may you be strengthened in your inner 
being. 
P: With power through the Holy Spirit, may Christ dwell in our hearts through 
faith! 
L: As you are being rooted and grounded in love, may you have the power to 
comprehend… 

P: The breadth and length and height and depth of Christ’s love that surpasses 
knowledge. 
All: God’s power is at work within us to accomplish abundantly far more than 
we can ask or imagine! 
 

*PRAYING IN COMMUNITY: 
 

Teach us your wisdom, O Lord, that we may live wisely, not foolishly. Open 
our minds to understand our place in the world, that we may be proper 
stewards and caretakers of this beautiful earth. May your love and wisdom 
flow through us, into this world of hatred and mistrust, that we may sow the 
seeds of peace. Illumine our hearts to the path of truth, Holy Spirit, that we 
may celebrate the ways that lead to life. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 

L: Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God fills our souls with grace and wisdom. 
It is from this grace that we have hope. It is from this wisdom that we know God’s 
love. It is from the living God that we find life and forgiveness. 
P: Thanks be to God! 
 

*HYMN:            “They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”          TFWS 2223 
                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

*James 3:13 – 18; 4:7-8a The Message (MSG) 
(Responsively) 

 
~See Scripture Insert~ 

 
SERMON:                         “Live Well; Live Wisely”                          Pastor Clarissa 
 

~ Wisdom Communion Service~ 

 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 
 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord is wisdom. 
People: May we live as a people both good and wise. 

 
 



*James 3:13 – 18; 4:7-8a The Message (MSG) 
(Responsively) 

 
L: Do you want to be counted wise, to build a reputation for wisdom? Here’s what 
you do: Live well, live wisely, live humbly. It’s the way you live, not the way you talk, 
that counts. Mean-spirited ambition isn’t wisdom. Boasting that you are wise isn’t 
wisdom.  
 
P: Twisting the truth to make yourselves sound wise isn’t wisdom. It’s the 
furthest thing from wisdom—it’s animal cunning, devilish plotting. Whenever 
you’re trying to look better than others or get the better of others, things fall 
apart and everyone ends up at the others’ throats. 
 
L: Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a holy life and is characterized by getting 
along with others. It is gentle and reasonable, overflowing with mercy and blessings, 
not hot one day and cold the next, not two-faced.  
 
P: You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with God and 
enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with each other, 
treating each other with dignity and honor. 
 
L: So, let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch him make 
himself scarce. Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be there in no time.  
 
P: Quit dabbling in sin. Purify your inner life. Quit playing the field. Hit bottom, 
and cry your eyes out. The fun and games are over. Get serious, really serious. 
Get down on your knees before the Master; it’s the only way you’ll get on your 
feet. 
 
 
 
L: This is the Word of God for the people of God.  P: Praise to you, Lord Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*James 3:13 – 18; 4:7-8a The Message (MSG) 
(Responsively) 

 
L: Do you want to be counted wise, to build a reputation for wisdom? Here’s what 
you do: Live well, live wisely, live humbly. It’s the way you live, not the way you talk, 
that counts. Mean-spirited ambition isn’t wisdom. Boasting that you are wise isn’t 
wisdom.  
 
P: Twisting the truth to make yourselves sound wise isn’t wisdom. It’s the 
furthest thing from wisdom—it’s animal cunning, devilish plotting. Whenever 
you’re trying to look better than others or get the better of others, things fall 
apart and everyone ends up at the others’ throats. 
 
L: Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a holy life and is characterized by getting 
along with others. It is gentle and reasonable, overflowing with mercy and blessings, 
not hot one day and cold the next, not two-faced.  
 
P: You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with God and 
enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with each other, 
treating each other with dignity and honor. 
 
L: So, let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch him make 
himself scarce. Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be there in no time.  
 
P: Quit dabbling in sin. Purify your inner life. Quit playing the field. Hit bottom, 
and cry your eyes out. The fun and games are over. Get serious, really serious. 
Get down on your knees before the Master; it’s the only way you’ll get on your 
feet. 
 
 
 
L: This is the Word of God for the people of God.  P: Praise to you, Lord Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wisdom Communion Service 

Pastor: The free kindness of our Savior Jesus Christ and the love of God and the friendship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.           
People: And also, with you. 
 
Pastor: Wisdom calls: 
People: Come eat the bread of life. 
Pastor: Wisdom calls: 
People: Come drink the cup of fellowship. 
Pastor: Wisdom calls: 
People: Come partake of truth and grace. 
Pastor: Wisdom calls: 
People: Come and be enlightened by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Leader: I hear a noise. I hear a sound. Do you hear it? 
People: It is Wisdom calling. 
Leader: Where is she? Where can I find her? 
People: She calls from the heights of the heavens and speaks with truth on her lips. 
Leader: May I come? May I learn? Yes, you may come. You may learn. 
People: Wisdom calls all people to faith, peace, love, and hope. 
 
Pastor: It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for yours is the eternal Spirit 
of Wisdom who renews everything and gives life to all. 
 
Our Sovereign Lord is majestic, filling our hearts with song. Our Sovereign Lord is wise, exalting 
our minds with truth. Our Sovereign Lord is gracious, empowering our souls with strength. Our 
Sovereign Lord is loving, blessing us with peace. 
 
Almighty, majestic, and sovereign Lord, our hearts are stirred by the power of your wisdom. In 
the very elements of creation, you have displayed your power and might for every soul to 
perceive. And yet, a deeper wisdom is revealed in the bread and the cup. We celebrate today that 
this wisdom is gained by faith, and it is through grace that we may partake. As we partake of 
these simple yet profound elements, whisper into our hearts, and speak the truth we long to 
hear. Holy Spirit, guide us into truth about ourselves, our world, our church, and your ways, that 
we may be transformed. Open our eyes to deep spiritual wisdom, as we participate in the ancient 
work of Holy Communion. 
 
God, as we break this bread, we remember the night when your Child passed from pain into 
your loving hands. And when we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim his death until 
he comes in glory. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 
 
All: O God, you have nourished us with the bread of life. Send us out into the world to 
bear one another’s burdens and share each other’s joys. May we take up our cross and 
follow Jesus on the road that leads to life and glory. All this we ask through the same 
Christ our Sovereign. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 

Memory and Wisdom ~ Read: James 13:13-4:3, 7-8a 
by Dean Feldmeyer 

 
Every year, Beloit College, in Beloit Wisconsin, prepares the faculty and staff for the incoming 
class of freshmen by reminding them of just what these kids have and have not lived through.  
 
Here are a few things that are shaping the class of 2022’s common memory: 
 

• They have never licked a postage stamp. 

• They have never seen an Amoco gas station. 

• Color photos have always adorned the front page of The New York Times. 

• The airport in Washington, D.C., has always been Reagan National Airport. 

• Hybrid automobiles have always been mass produced. 

• Google has always been there. 

• The Lion King has always been on Broadway. 

• We have always been at war in Afghanistan. 

• The only memory they have of 9/11 is from pictures and what others have told them. 

A big part of what we call wisdom is actually memory and our ability to learn from the past and, 
if we cannot remember the past ourselves, our ability to learn from the experiences and 
memories of other people. 
 
In this week’s epistle lesson, James asks us to consider the nature of wisdom and how a special 
kind of Christian wisdom is reflected in the way we live. 
 
In the Scripture, there are, according to James, two kinds of wisdom.  
 
One kind of wisdom is what he calls “earthly, unspiritual, and devilish.” This earthly wisdom 
produces bitter envy and selfish ambition. It makes us boastful and unacquainted with the truth. 
It results in selfish ambition, disorder, and various kinds of wickedness, not to mention conflicts 
and disputes within the community. 
 
This earthly kind of wisdom is, in fact, not wisdom at all. It is false wisdom. It is the wisdom we 
receive from our culture that tells us it’s okay to be selfish, ambitious, unspiritual, and mean 
spirited. For that is, we are told, the only way to get ahead in this world. 
 
There is another kind of wisdom, however. 
 

This is the wisdom that “comes from above,” from God. It is heavenly wisdom, spiritual 
wisdom, godly, Christian wisdom. 
 
Christian wisdom produces gentleness. 
 
It is “pure… peaceable, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality 
or hypocrisy.” 
 
Because we make peace, the peace we sow yields a bounteous harvest of peace and 
righteousness. That is to say, this Christian wisdom brings us closer to God and each other. 
 
How, you ask, do we go about getting this special, Christian kind of wisdom? 
 
James tells us the answer, if not the execution is simple: Ask for it. 
 
Ask God for God’s wisdom. Do not ask 
for God’s wisdom because we want a 
personal advantage of some kind. Do not 
ask for it so we can be smarter or stronger 
or richer than our fellows. Ask, instead, 
because we want to grow closer to God. If 
we draw near to God, James promises, 
God will draw near to us and God’s 
wisdom and the fruits that go with it, will 
be ours as well. 
 
Prayer: Gracious God, forgive us for 
those times when our insistence on 
having things our way separates us 
from one another and so from you. May 
we live and love in the way to which you 
have called us. May we draw near to 
you, so that we may live harmoniously 
with one another. Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Go out into the world in peace, and in Christ’s name be – the humble who make others proud the poor who have 
riches to share; the weak who help others be strong; the empty who overflows with loving kindness. And the 
largeness of the love of God, and the treasure of the grace of Christ Jesus, and the buoyant health of the Holy 
Spirit will be with you now and forever. Amen. 1 Timothy 3:8–13. 
 
Chair, Accountable Leadership Board – Vacant Position: The present Chair will be 
stepping down from this role in December 2021 after three years of dedicated and 
committed service to Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church. The present Chair will work 
with the new Chair to ensure proper training and turnover. 
 
FAUMC Lay Leader  & Lay Servant Speaker – Volunteer has stepped forward. Amen! 
 
Staff Pastor and Parish Relations (SPPRC)  - Vacant Positions: future SPPRC Co-chair 
(s) to allow for adequate training and turnover.  
 
Board of Trustees Co-Chairperson and Trustee Team - Vacant Positions:  ALB Trustee 
Co-Chair will be stepping down in December 2021. There is an urgent need for Trustees 
Team members. At this time there is only one person conducting or coordinating the 
maintenance and repairs for the entire church. Urgent request for this position. 
 
Volunteer for Trustees – With give God thanks! 
 
Christian Education Co-Chair(s) and Team - Vacant Positions: Christian Education Co-Chair(s) 
and Teachers. 
 
Visitation Coordinator - This is a priority vacancy.  
 
God asks the church to be a community of people sharing a common purpose and fellowship, 
continually growing in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God. Each one of us are sent 
out to visit those who are unable to attend church gatherings; this includes the sick and the 
homebound, those in assisted care facilities, and those in the hospital. We continue to “Live 
Jesus” as we bring warmth, smiles, and our love to those who cannot be physically with us. In 
the church we are specifically asked to “bear one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:12) and “encourage 
one another” (I Thess. 5:11). People come to the church because they believe that in the body 
of Christ they will be cared for, challenged to grow and supported in their times of difficulty. 
 
Lay Servant Speaker - is one of the significant lay leadership development programs available 
within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, 
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make 
other disciples. 
 

Prison and Jail Ministry – The Fifth Ave. Prison and Jail Ministries brings hope and 
encouragement to those within the prison and jail walls. Acting as an arm of the local church 
and empowered by the Spirit of God, we: 

• Touch lives with Christian love 

• Present the Gospel in clear and understandable terms 

• Nurture new believers in faith and discipleship 

• Facilitate contacts with churches and Christians on the outside 

Communion Coordinator(s)  and Communion Stewards- set-up for or coordinate the setting up 
of Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month or as required by senior pastor or 
special worship.  
 
Liturgist Coordinator – This person will be part of the Design Worship team and will develop a 
2-3 months liturgist schedule that will enhance our worship experiences.  
 
Liturguist  - Will be the Worship Leader and read scriptures, prayers, or other worship litanies. 
 
Guest Services Coordinator - The Guest Services Coordinator is responsible for all components 
related to delivering an extraordinary guest experience at all Sunday Worship Services and special 
events at FAUMC.  
 
Annual Conference Lay Delegates (2 delegates) - Effective Lay Member of Annual Conference 
informs the congregation about The United Methodist Church in the conference and around 
the world.  
 
Fellowship Kitchen Coordinators – FILLED! Hallelujah! 
 
Decoration Coordinator – FILLED! Praise the Lord! 
 
United Methodist Men/Fifth Ave. UMC Men’s Ministry - involves men in a growing 
relationship to Jesus Christ and his church and provides resources and support for programs of 
evangelism, stewardship and the needs of men. 
 
The leader or leaders of this ministry will partner with the pastor, to invite and initiate spiritual 
growth opportunities for all men of the church. Helping men to mature as disciples as they 
encourage spiritual formation in others. To empower the ministry of Jesus Christ through men 
within the congregations of the UMC. 
 

 

Where are you being called to serve? 


