
SERMON:         “Reconstructing Your Heart As A Peacemaker”             Pastor Clarissa 
 

~ Ninth Beatitude Communion Service~ 

 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 

 

Pastor: God of all goodness; People: hear our prayer. 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR GIFTS, TITHES, & OURSELVES~ 

 
DOXOLOGY:         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                       UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: O God, you bless us in so many areas of our lives— in places we often fail to 
recognize as blessing. Help us have eyes to see and hearts to understand the depth of 
your love and blessing. Today, we give out of that blessedness, dedicating ourselves to 
lives of justice and love, giving all that we are and all that we have to bring about your 
beloved community, here and now. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN:                 “We’ll Understand It Better By and By”         UMH 525 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      

 
L: Those who live lives pleasing to God shall not be moved. Go now to embrace the kingdom 
values— values of love, justice, and truth. Go now with God’s blessing, to live those values 
through the power of our challenging, faithful, loving, empowering God. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Our God is a God of blessing. Our God is a God of love and justice. Our God is a God 
of wisdom and truth. Living and loving in that spirit, we will not be moved. 

 
POSTLUDE:     
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Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, describes and identifies characteristics 
of a Christian who is seeking life as a disciple. Matthew, in his gospel 
account, depicts Jesus sitting on a mountain teaching His disciples and the 
crowds surrounding (Matthew 5:1). The first 11 verses of Matthew 5 cover 
the beatitudes, a phrase coined over the course of church history, that 
summarize the essence of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
 
In Matthew 5:9 Jesus is stating that ‘Blessed are the  Peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God. Peacemakers, in this context, are those who 
promote God’s peace. This peace is taken from the Hebrew word shalom, 
which can be defined as total or complete well-being—both personally and 
communally. 
 
Jesus is stating that those who put their faith in Him and actively pursue 
peacemaking will receive the eternal reward of being called children of God! 

 
 
                                                                Liturgist 

                                 Soloist 
Rev. Clarissa Martinelli, Senior Pastor 

 



“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
As you participate with heart and/or voice, the words will be displayed on the screen for 
your convenience. 

*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 
 

 
 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      

 

ORGAN PRELUDE:    
 

~WELCOME~ 

 
GREETING: 
 
Pastor: Hear the Good News of Christ - the Peacemakers are called children of God simply 
because they have been given new hearts through Jesus and are reflecting the peace of God as 
they are made more and more like Him. Their eternal reward for following Jesus and imitating 
the peace of Christ is to be welcomed into the family of God. Come disciples of Jesus on this 
New Church Year - God calls us to be a Peacemaker! Come as we pursue Shalom in and for our 
church, community, and the world by serving others. 
 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-338-8535; Email pastor@faumc.org 

 

~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
HYMN:                                    “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                        UMH 191 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 

CENTERING MUSIC:  
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Unison)   
 
L: What does the Lord require of you?  
P: To do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.  
L: With what shall we come before the Lord?  
P: With speech that is gentle, and words that build up. With actions that bring peace, 
and works that lift up the lowly. 
L: Come, let us worship the Lord our God in spirit and in truth.  
All: All are welcome here!  

 
 

* PRAYING IN COMMUNITY: 
 
All: Let the hills hear your voice, O Lord, let the mountains quake before you. Let all 
who call on your name walk in the ways of righteousness and peace. Let all who look to 
you for help be blameless and do what is right. May our words be gentle and may our 
hearts be free from cunning and deceit. May our actions be rooted in justice and mercy, 
and may we be known as Peacemakers, the blessed children of God. Amen. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 
L: God is alive and at work nurturing our growth, nourishing our needs, and reconciling us to 
one another. God hears the confessions of our hearts and forgives generously, sharing love with 
all who follow in God’s ways. It is through God’s amazing grace that we are forgiven. And all 
God’s children respond: Thanks be to God! 
 
*HYMN:                                        “He Touched Me”                                          UMH 367 

                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      

 
*Matthew 5:1-12 Good News Translation (GNT) 

 
*All: Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat down. His disciples gathered 
around him,  and he began to teach them: 
 
“Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor; the Kingdom of heaven belongs 
to them! 
“Happy are those who mourn; God will comfort them! 
“Happy are those who are humble; they will receive what God has promised! 
“Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires; God will satisfy them 
fully! 
“Happy are those who are merciful to others; God will be merciful to them! 
“Happy are the pure in heart; they will see God! 
“Happy are those who work for peace; God will call them his children! 
“Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God requires;  the Kingdom 
of heaven belongs to them! 
“Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of evil lies 
against you because you are my followers. Be happy and glad, for a great reward is kept 
for you in heaven. This is how the prophets who lived before you were persecuted. 

 
L: This is the Word of God for the people of God.  P: Praise to you, Lord Jesus! 

 



Ninth Beatitude Communion Service 

Pastor: As we gather at the Lord’s table, all are welcome. Having a common purpose, we receive 
growth from the love of God, and nurture and nourishment from the body and blood of Christ 
Jesus. At this table, we are redeemed by God, reconciled to one another, and called to labor in 
God’s fields, where love and forgiveness are sown. The table is ready; the meal is prepared. 
Come, be fed, and savor the feast of the Lord! 
 
Leader: O God, you have turned our world upside-down through the life and teaching of Jesus. 
Awaken us now to your blessing. Open our ears that we might hear. Stir our hearts that we 
might act to glorify you in all things, through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Leader: Let us humbly confess our sin to Almighty God. 
 
All: Holy and merciful God, we acknowledge and confess before you our sinful nature, 
prone to evil and slow to do good, and all our shortcomings and offenses. You alone 
know how often we have sinned—in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, 
in forgetting your love. 
 
We confess our sins against our brothers and sisters—the hardness of our hearts toward 
those in suffering and need, our indifference toward justice and mercy, our arrogance 
and all the evil ways of our selfishness and pride. 
 
Have mercy on us, O God,  according to your loving kindness. In your tender mercy blot 
out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from our 
sin. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast us 
away from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your 
salvation and uphold us with your Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Pastor: May Almighty God forgive your sins, grant you full assurance of pardon, strengthen and 
confirm you in all good works, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Let us examine ourselves in the light of the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ, as given in the 
ninth beatitude.  
 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Keep our hearts, O Lord, 
always open to you, so that we may be constantly renewed by your grace, amid all the perils, 
dangers, restlessness, and complexity of our days. Give us the peace of those whose minds are 
always fixed on you. Help us to live as children of the light. Keep us from discord and bitterness 
in our earthly relationships, and grant us, we pray, kind and forbearing spirits, so that we may 
be makers of peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We praise you: 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
On the night before he died, Jesus gathered his disciples close around him, and in that Upper 
Room spoke to them about his death and showed them as he took bread and broke it gave it to 
them saying: This is a sign of my body broken for you, given for you 
 
Then he took the cup, he gave thanks to God and he declared it to be a sign of the Covenant 
remade, a New Covenant, sealed with his very own blood poured out for all for the forgiveness 
of sins and the restoring of the world. 
 
We do not presume to come to your holy table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your great mercy We are not worthy even to gather the crumbs from under your table. 
But you are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the body of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may 
evermore dwell in him and he in us. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. All are welcome to share. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 
 
All: God of grace, you call us to the holy table of the Lord, to proclaim his death and 
receive his gift of life. Enable us to come with earnest faith and kindled devotion. Help 
us to remember Christ’s self-offering with thanksgiving and praise. Open our hearts and 
minds to a vision of his love, and pour into our souls the fullness of his grace. As we offer 
ourselves to you, let us go forth to live and serve as those whose lives are not our own 
but belong to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS ~ Read: Matthew 5:1-12 

 
The Beatitudes are part of the Sermon on the Mount that we can read about in the book of 
Matthew chapter 5. These are essentially short, but powerful descriptions of what it looks like 
to live life God's way. At first glance, especially for kids, the Beatitudes can seem confusing.  
They are also quite contrary to the messages we hear from the world around us. 
 
It is important to start by acknowledging what Jesus meant when he used the word “blessed” 
throughout this teaching. The original Greek word used for “blessed” was makarios. This word 
can also mean happy, joyful, or blissful. An easy way to explain what Jesus was trying to say to 
a child could be to point out the difference between being happy and being joyful.  Being happy 
is like eating a piece of candy.  It's wonderful while the candy is in our mouth, but once the 
sweet flavor is gone that's it.  Being joyful is like being full after eating your favorite meal.  Not 
only did you enjoy eating the food, but now you feel full and satisfied.  When Jesus uses the 
word "blessed" He's talking about being full and satisfied with the contentment that comes from 
knowing God. 

 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 
 
Simple Terms: Happy are the people who work to make peace and good for others, for they will 
be called children of God. 
 
Peacemakers is a big, but simple word; literally meaning, making peace. A peacemaker isn’t 
someone who backs down from things and hides in a corner, a peacemaker is someone who 
works to make things right, to make peace for others. Making peace requires doing and taking 
action. Kids should know that they need to stand up for peace, and that doing so is good and 
Jesus says specifically in this Beatitude that a peacemaker will be rewarded with the title of being 
called a “child of God”. 

 
 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” What does it mean to 
be a peacemaker? A peacemaker makes peace. What does peace mean? Peace means calm, 
getting along, or not fighting. When a country is in a time of peace, it means it is not at war with 
any other countries. A lake that is smooth and calm with no ripples or splashes in the water is 
peaceful. Sometimes your mom may ask you and your siblings to calm down and stop fighting 
so she can have some peace. She wants you all to get along. So, a peacemaker is someone who 
helps everyone to get along without fighting. 
 
We get our example of a peacemaker from the Bible, of course. Isaiah 9:6 says, “For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Who is this 
verse talking about? Jesus, of course! Jesus is the Prince of Peace. He is our example of how-to 
bring peace and get along with everyone. Jesus is the Son of God. When we follow Jesus by 
making peace, we are showing that we are children of God, like Jesus is. 

 
Prayer: I thank You, Heavenly Father, that I have peace with You through the death of 
Jesus, my Savior. I pray I may be a Peacemaker in the place that You have put me, by 
maintaining sweet fellowship with You and by sharing the gospel of grace with all I may 
meet. May I be used as Your instrument of godly reconciliation and peace-making in 
this distressed world. In Jesus' name I pray, amen. Adapted - https://prayer.knowing-

jesus.com/Matthew/5/9 

 



Go out into the world in peace, and in Christ’s name be – the humble who make others proud the poor who have 
riches to share; the weak who help others be strong; the empty who overflows with loving kindness. And the 
largeness of the love of God, and the treasure of the grace of Christ Jesus, and the buoyant health of the Holy 
Spirit will be with you now and forever. Amen. 1 Timothy 3:8–13. 
 
Chair, Accountable Leadership Board – Vacant Position: The present Chair will be 
stepping down from this role in December 2021 after three years of dedicated and 
committed service to Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church. The present Chair will work 
with the new Chair to ensure proper training and turnover. 
 
FAUMC Lay Leader  & Lay Servant Speaker – Volunteer has stepped forward. Amen! 
 
Staff Pastor and Parish Relations (SPPRC)  - Vacant Positions: future SPPRC Co-chair 
(s) to allow for adequate training and turnover.  
 
Board of Trustees Co-Chairperson and Trustee Team - Vacant Positions:  ALB Trustee 
Co-Chair will be stepping down in December 2021. There is an urgent need for Trustees 
Team members. At this time there is only one person conducting or coordinating the 
maintenance and repairs for the entire church. Urgent request for this position. 
 
Volunteer for Trustees – With give God thanks! 
 
Christian Education Co-Chair(s) and Team - Vacant Positions: Christian Education Co-Chair(s) 
and Teachers. 
 
Visitation Coordinator - This is a priority vacancy.  
 
God asks the church to be a community of people sharing a common purpose and fellowship, 
continually growing in faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God. Each one of us are sent 
out to visit those who are unable to attend church gatherings; this includes the sick and the 
homebound, those in assisted care facilities, and those in the hospital. We continue to “Live 
Jesus” as we bring warmth, smiles, and our love to those who cannot be physically with us. In 
the church we are specifically asked to “bear one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:12) and “encourage 
one another” (I Thess. 5:11). People come to the church because they believe that in the body 
of Christ they will be cared for, challenged to grow and supported in their times of difficulty. 
 
Lay Servant Speaker - is one of the significant lay leadership development programs available 
within the United Methodist connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, 
lay servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make 
other disciples. 
 

Prison and Jail Ministry – The Fifth Ave. Prison and Jail Ministries brings hope and 
encouragement to those within the prison and jail walls. Acting as an arm of the local church 
and empowered by the Spirit of God, we: 

• Touch lives with Christian love 

• Present the Gospel in clear and understandable terms 

• Nurture new believers in faith and discipleship 

• Facilitate contacts with churches and Christians on the outside 

Communion Coordinator(s)  and Communion Stewards- set-up for or coordinate the setting up 
of Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month or as required by senior pastor or 
special worship.  
 
Liturgist Coordinator – This person will be part of the Design Worship team and will develop a 
2-3 months liturgist schedule that will enhance our worship experiences.  
 
Liturguist  - Will be the Worship Leader and read scriptures, prayers, or other worship litanies. 
 
Guest Services Coordinator - The Guest Services Coordinator is responsible for all components 
related to delivering an extraordinary guest experience at all Sunday Worship Services and special 
events at FAUMC.  
 
Annual Conference Lay Delegates (2 delegates) - Effective Lay Member of Annual Conference 
informs the congregation about The United Methodist Church in the conference and around 
the world.  
 
Fellowship Kitchen Coordinators – FILLED! Hallelujah! 
 
Decoration Coordinator – FILLED! Praise the Lord! 
 
United Methodist Men/Fifth Ave. UMC Men’s Ministry - involves men in a growing 
relationship to Jesus Christ and his church and provides resources and support for programs of 
evangelism, stewardship and the needs of men. 
 
The leader or leaders of this ministry will partner with the pastor, to invite and initiate spiritual 
growth opportunities for all men of the church. Helping men to mature as disciples as they 
encourage spiritual formation in others. To empower the ministry of Jesus Christ through men 
within the congregations of the UMC. 
 

 

Where are you being called to serve? 


