
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
We invite you to experience this community of God's people, who follow Christ's way, 

worship in Christ's name, welcome and love all, serve widely and joyfully,                                                   
to transform our lives and world by reflecting God's living spirit. 

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 4, 2022 
 

 

CNS photo/Lisa Johnston, St. Louis Review. Sourced from www.oursundayvisitor.com 
 

8:30 A.M. WORSHIP IN GRACE CHAPEL 
10:15 A.M. SANCTUARY & LIVESTREAM WORSHIP 

   

Our 10:15 a.m. worship is live-streamed via internet,  
capturing the chancel and congregation, and may appear on social media. 

 

Please enjoy cookies, coffee, and fellowship in the Courtyard following worship today. 
 

1901 23rd St. Vero Beach, FL 32960     772-562-3633     www.ccovb.org 



THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
*Please rise in body or spirit. Bold text indicates congregational participation.   

During 10:15 a.m. worship children pre-k to fifth grade are invited to join Lia Peters in the Narthex (Lobby) for 
Sunday School after Passing of the Peace. Families are always welcome to worship together. Nursery Care is 

available for children under the age of four during Sanctuary worship. 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE 
   

PRELUDE "Rorate Coeli" (Drop Down Ye Heavens) 
Pietro A. Yon 

Jill A. Truax, organ 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT   
 

COMMUNITY WORDS  Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland 

THE CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
  

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: PEACE Sean & Sharon Sexton 8:30 
Kathryn & John Joy 10:15 

   

One:   The Prince of Peace is coming into the world.  Do not be afraid, for the Lord is near. 
The Bible tells us that like sheep of the pasture, we have often gone astray. When 
we are lost, God gathers us with arms of compassion. God protects us and leads 
us to quiet waters. Today we light the second candle on our Advent wreath, the 
candle of Peace.  

 

   All:   We celebrate and remember that our God offers each and all of us a peace that 
passes all understanding, a peace that shines most fully in the One who is 
coming into the world once more. 

   

*OPENING HYMN "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" 
VENI EMMANUEL 
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*LITANY  Donna Cusack 
 

One:   The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
     All:   The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  
One:   I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.  
      All:   Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage. Wait for the LORD! 
One:   Please pray with me...   

   

*ADVENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION Donna Cusack  
 

When our faith is rooted deeply in you, O God, our lives reflect your kingdom values of 
justice and righteousness. Sometimes our lives become so entangled with the values of 
the world, that your values take second place. Forgive us we pray, and reconnect us to 
the Holy Spirit, source of power and life. 
 

Merciful God, strip our hearts and minds of all that prevents our lives being firmly rooted 
in you. May our lives bear fruit worthy of our faith in you, as we watch and wait for you to 
break into our world once more, in the person of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen 

   

*PROMISES OF GOD 
 

Rev. Elizabeth B. Johnson 
   

*ADVENT GLORIA "Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates" 
TRURO 

 

 

   

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  Rev. Elizabeth B. Johnson 
At this time children pre-k to fifth grade  

may join Lia Peters in the lobby for Sunday School. 
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ATTENDING TO GOD'S WORD  
   

ANTIPHONAL READING OF THE PSALM  Clergy of the Church 
   

Psalm 16: 1-11   
   

   

  

Cantor and Congregation    
   

Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the LORD, "You are my LORD; apart from 
you I have no good thing." I say of the holy people who are in the land, "They are the 
noble ones in whom all is my delight."  
   

Cantor and Congregation     
   

LORD, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure. I will praise the 
LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I keep my eyes always on 
the LORD. With God at my right hand, I will not be shaken.  

  

Cantor and Congregation    
  

Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies... I 
believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait for the LORD; 
be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 
 

Cantor and Congregation 
 

A READING FROM ESTHER Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland 
Rev. David W. Johnson 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Esther 4:1-17  
When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on 
sackcloth and ashes and went through the city, wailing with a loud and bitter cry; he 
went up to the entrance of the king's gate, for no one might enter the king's gate clothed 
with sackcloth. In every province, wherever the king's command and his decree came, 
there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, 
and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
 

When Esther's maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply 
distressed;  
   

PAUSE   
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THE READING CONTINUES...   
 

When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, 
"Do not think that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other 
Jews. For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another place, but you and your father's family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you 
have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this." Then Esther said in reply to 
Mordecai, "Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and 
neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will also fast as you do. 
After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish." 
Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.  

   

RESPONSE   
 

One:   Who will stand up for God's vulnerable? 
      All:   We will stand by, for, and with one another, bringing peace to all God's children.  

   

ANTHEM "Creation Will Be At Peace" 
Anna Laura Page 

Chancel Choir 

 

In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease; 
in the holy mountain of the Lord creation will be at peace. 

The wolf will lie down with the lamb, the cow and bear will feed, 
their young will play together, a little child will lead. 

 

In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease; 
in the holy mountain of the Lord creation will be at peace. 
The leopard and goat will graze, the lion will feed on straw. 

They will war no more; a child will lead them all. 
 

In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease; 
in the holy mountain of the Lord creation will be at peace. 

   

SERMON "Costly" Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland 
   

INVITATION TO OFFERING  Donna Cusack 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING "Dance of Darkness" from Advent Dances 
Douglas Major 

Jill A. Truax, and 
Andrew R. Galuska, organ 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION       
   

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.  
Everyone is welcome to share in Holy Communion. Please hold the bread and then cup until all are served as 
a sign of our unity in Christ. Our communion wine is non-alcoholic. Gluten-free wafers will be in the center of 

each tray.  Please gather bread and cup in your home as we bless, share, and eat together.           
   

INVITATION TO THE TABLE     Clergy of the Church 
   

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
   

One:   God be with you. 
     All:   And also with you. 
One:   Lift up your hearts. 
     All:   We lift them up to God. 
One:   Let us give thanks to God most high. 
     All:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

   

WORDS OF INSTITUTION    
   

PRAYER OF BLESSING   
   

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP              
   

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC "Noel" from Esquisses Byzantines 
Henry Mulet 

Andrew R. Galuska, organ 

   
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD'S PRAYER (SUNG) Rev. Elizabeth B. Johnson 
   

Our Father, which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,   
On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,   

But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

And the glory forever. Amen            
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THE SENDING FORTH     
   

*HYMN "Come, O Long-Expected Jesus" 
STUTTGART 

 

 

   

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland 
   

*POSTLUDE "Wachet Auf" (Sleepers Awake) 
arr. Gerald Near and Andrew Galuska 

Andrew R. Galuska, organ 

 

We extend Christ's wide welcome to all people, regardless of creed, age, race, or sexual 
identity. The invitation to join our congregation in worship and in membership is always 

open, as we allow our lives to be shaped by the loving outreach of Christ. 
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IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 

DEACON 
 

Donna Cusack 
 

TODAY WE REMEMBER.. 
 

Mrs. Loel A. Baldwin, who passed away on Tuesday, November 29, 2022. 
 
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS TODAY ARE DEDICATED TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND GIVEN... 
 

in loving memory of Lucy Woodward Sexton, by her family. 
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Advent Hymns & Hops Today, Dec. 4: God calls 
us into relationship with one another and this 
Advent is a perfect time to meet some new 
friends.  Back by popular demand, our Hymns & 
Hops event will be Today, December 4 at 6:00 
p.m.!  Join Rev. Elizabeth, Andrew, & our friend, 
Neal Watkins, at Ceviche 28 (2199 7th Avenue, 
Vero Beach).  Drinks & food on you, Christmas 
Carols & fun on us!  See you there! 
 

"While We Wait" Women's Book Study: We 
continue our Advent preparation conversation. 
This week's question is "Why has this happened 
to me?" based on the story of Elizabeth and 
Zechariah, Luke 1:5-45. This group will meet two 
more times on December 7 and 14 in the Loft 
(room 205), on the second story of the 
education wing, from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.  
 

Yoga for Advent: As we enter the holiday season 
life gets busy. Yoga for advent is a 
contemplative practice that invites us to slow 
down, breathe and move so that we can be 
more present to the season. Come as you are, 
and when you can. Drop-ins are always 
welcome! Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in Community 
Hall and Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. in the 
Tabernacle. For more information  contact Lori 
Ferrell at lopetferrell@gmail.com. 
 

High School Youth Christmas Party: Sunday, December 11 at 6:00 p.m. in Commotion. Text 
Drew for details at 309-368-3725. 
Middle School Youth Christmas Party: Wednesday, December 14 at 6:00 p.m. in Commotion. 
Text Drew for details at 309-368-3725. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   SUNDAY GOSPEL, WEEKDAY FAITH: Offerings to continue your faith throughout the week. 
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ADULT MINISTRY 
 

Men's Bible Study: 7:30 a.m. in Community Hall 
and Zoom with Rev. Dave. 
 

Women's Bible Study: 11:00 a.m. in Community Hall 
and Zoom with Rev. Elizabeth. 
 

Bible in a Year Readings Week 47: 
Continue your journey through scripture... 
Day 323 - 1 Peter 2; Jeremiah 33-34; Psalm 135 
Day 324 - 1 Peter 3; Jeremiah 35-36; Psalm 136 
Day 325 - 1 Peter 4; Jeremiah 37-38; Psalm 137 
Day 326 - 1 Peter 5; Jeremiah 39-40; Psalm 138 
Day 327 - 2 Peter 1; Jeremiah 41-42; Psalm 139 
Day 328 - 2 Peter 2; Jeremiah 43-44; Psalm 140 
Day 329 - 2 Peter 3; Jeremiah 45-46; Psalm 141 
 

WELLNESS  
 

Sacred Pause Mondays on Zoom at 8:30 a.m.: 
Come as you are, join when you can. Contact 
Charlene Applegate in the Church Office at 
charlene.applegate@ccovb.org for a Zoom 
invitation. 
 

Life-Long Fitness: Mondays and Wednesdays at 
9:30 a.m.   
 

Sunrise Gratitude: Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. at 
Jaycee Park. 
 

Qigong: resumes Thursday at 9:30 a.m. For more 
information, contact Elaine Matthes at 772-643-
6644. 
 

MISSION 
 

Salvation Army Ringing: If you would like to volunteer on behalf of the Salvation Army's Red 
Kettle Campaign, visit www.registertoring.com to find the perfect time and place ring. 
 

Christmas Wish Tree: Today is the final day to bring in your gifts for children in the 
community. Thank you for being part of this mission and becoming a "Santa" this year. 
 

 

   SUNDAY GOSPEL, WEEKDAY FAITH: Offerings to continue your faith throughout the week. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=1+Peter+2:1-25;+Jeremiah+33:1-26;+Jeremiah+34:1-22;+Psalms+135:1-26
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=1+Peter+3:1-22;+Jeremiah+35:1-19;+Jeremiah+36:1-32;+Psalms+136:1-26
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=1+Peter+4:1-19;+Jeremiah+37:1-21;+Jeremiah+38:1-28;+Psalms+137:1-9
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=1+Peter+5:1-14;+Jeremiah+39:1-18;+Jeremiah+40:1-16;+Psalms+138:1-24
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=2+Peter+1:1-21;+Jeremiah+41:1-18;+Jeremiah+42:1-22;+Psalms+139:1-24
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=2+Peter+2:1-22;+Jeremiah+43:1-13;+Jeremiah+44:1-30;+Psalms+140:1-14
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=2+Peter+3:1-18;+Jeremiah+45:1-5;+Jeremiah+46:1-28;+Psalms+141:1-10
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FAMILY & COMMUNITY LIFE MINISTRY 

 

"JINGLE JAM" Saturday, Dec. 17: Join us for our 5th 
Annual "JINGLE JAM" on Saturday, December 17 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.! The whole family will 
enjoy our petting zoo, face painters, balloon 
twisters, crafts, games, pictures with SANTA, 
snacks, and more! Come get in the Christmas 
Spirit! You will "Jingle all the way" home Christmas Elves Needed! Wear your ugly Christmas 
sweater and VOLUNTEER to help with a craft or game! Please contact 
elizabeth.johnson@ccovb.org to volunteer for a JOLLY good time! Thank you! 
 

MUSIC & FINE ARTS MINISTRY 
 

Advent Poetry & Organ Series Thursday, Dec. 8: 
Join us for this enchanting series of concerts 
celebrating Advent as we wait and prepare for 
Christmas on the first three Thursdays of 
December at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. All are 
welcome! There is no charge to attend and a 
free will offering will be accepted. Our series 
continues with Marianne Peel of Cocoa, FL. 
 

"Joy to the World"-Christmas Celebration Dec. 11: 
The concert features the inspiring musical 
ensembles of the Community Church of Vero 
Beach, Jazz Combo, and the dynamic Tapestry 
Brass. Celebrate the joy of the Christmas season 
with  your Community Church on Sunday, 
December 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. There are no tickets to attend this concert. A 
suggested donation of $10 will be accepted at the door. 

 

   SUNDAY GOSPEL, WEEKDAY FAITH: Offerings to continue your faith throughout the week. 



LOOKING AHEAD 
 

Women's Retreat 2023: Mark your calendar for 
March 10-11, for "70 x 7:  Forgiven & Forgiving". 
Over the course of our time together, we will 
explain what it means to be forgiven, who 
forgiveness is for, and the interplay between 
forgiveness and memory. In a world 
where women juggle so much, how do we live 
as forgiven and forgiving people - who do not also apologize for the space we occupy?  
Our retreat leader, Rev. Whitney Fauntleroy, serves Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Arlington, VA as Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adults. Whitney grew up in Raleigh, 
NC, and graduated from the University of North Carolina Wilmington. Whitney has served 
churches in Chapel Hill and Wilmington. If she wasn't a pastor, she would love to select 
transition music for NPR. She loves the city of New Orleans, Moana, and karaoke. 
 

Save the Date! Celebration of Creativity '23: 
As creative Christians we share our gifts with 
one another each year in our annual 
Celebration of Creativity Congregational Art 
Show. All who attend worship at The 
Community Church are invited to submit one 
piece for display from April 2 - 16, 2023.  A "Detail 
Email" will be sent in January with information 
on how you can participate this season. 
Contact Rachel Carter Murphy at 772-469-2320 or rachel.carter@ccovb.org to be added 
to the list! 
 

2023 CHURCH RETREAT: Mark your calendar for 
our upcoming Church Retreat at Westgate 
River Ranch on April 21 - 23, 2023!  The weekend 
theme, Beautifully Rooted, will focus on the 
Ways of Jesus.  The retreat weekend will include 
5 meals (dinner Friday night, Saturday 
breakfast, lunch, & dinner, and Sunday 
breakfast). The weekend will be $450 per family 
unit (scholarships available), with a $200 
deposit due by January 15, 2023. There are only 7 railcars left. Once they are all 
reserved,  we will investigate other housing.  Please contact elizabeth.johnson@ccovb.org 
for more details. 
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   SUNDAY GOSPEL, WEEKDAY FAITH: Offerings to continue your faith throughout the week. 



"The Longest Night" December 18 at 3:00 p.m.: 
The holidays can be difficult for those whose 
hearts are hurting. On this night we will gather 
for a gentle, contemplative worship service for 
those carrying pain or loss during this season 
of celebration. Please join us in the Chapel 
Sunday, December 18 at 3:00 p.m. for a service 
of remembrance, prayers, and healing hope.  

 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP, DECEMBER 24 

 

3:00 p.m. Lessons & Carols in Grace Chapel 
 

4:30 p.m. Family Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

7:00 p.m. Candlelight & Livestream with 
Orchestra & Choir 

 

9:00 p.m. Candlelight with Orchestra & Choir 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP, DECEMBER 25 
 

One Worship Time at 10:15 a.m.  
Sanctuary & Livestream 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, December 26: Closed 
Tuesday, December 27: Closed 

Wednesday, December 28: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Thursday, December 29: 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. 

Friday, December 30: 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, December 31: Closed 

Monday, January 2: Closed 
 

NEW YEAR'S DAY WORSHIP, JANUARY 1 
 

One Worship Time at 10:15 a.m. 
Sanctuary & Livestream 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 


