The Word Became Flesh
Drinking the Water of Life

a conversation around John 4:9-14

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and | am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get
this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it
himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the
water | give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.”

Small Group Discussion:
Each group will read and reflect on a different passage and consider the same three questions:
1. What is living water as you are able to understand it from this passage?

2. What else can we learn about living water from this passage?

3. Re-read John 4:13-14. “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever
drinks the water | give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will become
in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” Based on the passage you studied,
what would you say Jesus is offering to the Samaritan woman?



Text for Group 1: Jeremiah 2:11-19

Has a nation ever changed its gods?
(Yet they are not gods at all.)
But my people have exchanged their glorious God
for worthless idols.
Be appalled at this, you heavens,
and shudder with great horror,”
declares the Lord.
“My people have committed two sins:
They have forsaken me,
the spring of living water,
and have dug their own cisterns,
broken cisterns that cannot hold water.
Is Israel a servant, a slave by birth?
Why then has he become plunder?
Lions have roared;
they have growled at him.
They have laid waste his land;
his towns are burned and deserted.
Also, the men of Memphis and Tahpanhes
have cracked your skull.
Have you not brought this on yourselves
by forsaking the Lord your God
when he led you in the way?
Now why go to Egypt
to drink water from the Nile[a]?
And why go to Assyria
to drink water from the Euphrates?
Your wickedness will punish you;
your backsliding will rebuke you.
Consider then and realize
how evil and bitter it is for you
when you forsake the Lord your God
and have no awe of me,”
declares the Lord, the Lord Almighty.



Text for Group 2: Ezekiel 47:1-12

The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple, and | saw water coming out
from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The
water was coming down from under the south side of the temple, south of the altar. He
then brought me out through the north gate and led me around the outside to the outer
gate facing east, and the water was trickling from the south side.

As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a
thousand cubits[a] and then led me through water that was ankle-deep. He measured
off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He
measured off another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist. He
measured off another thousand, but now it was a river that | could not cross, because
the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no one could cross. He
asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?”

Then he led me back to the bank of the river. When | arrived there, | saw a great number
of trees on each side of the river. He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern
region and goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the Dead Sea. When it empties
into the sea, the salty water there becomes fresh. Swarms of living creatures will live
wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows
there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live.

Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there will be places for
spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds—like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea.
But the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt. Fruit trees
of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their
fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary flows to
them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.”

Text for Group 3: John 7:37-39

On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has
said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom
those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been
given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
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