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Why journey through Daniel? 

Daniel is an ancient prophet with a modern message.  

• God’s Word through Daniel equips us to live out Acts 5. (“We must serve God rather 
than men.”) 

• Daniel equips us to engage cultural warfare in our day 
o COVID, Socialism, Critical Race Theory, LGBTQA+ 

• Addresses how we live as exiles in a foreign land 
• Daniel is eschatological (see Eschatology in Definitions) 

o Encourages God’s people during suffering and persecution by pointing them to 
Jesus 

o Equips God’s people to engage His mission 
• Daniel is one of the most debated and misunderstood books in the Bible 

o Daniel 9 is the most debated and misunderstood chapter in the Bible 
o The most debated and misunderstood word in the Bible is in Daniel 9:27. Who is 

the referent of “he”? 
• Daniel, along with all Scripture, points to the person and work of Jesus Christ (John 5:39) 

o Especially Daniel 7 which is the center and focal point of the book 
• Daniel, along with all Scripture, equips the Church to live out its mission 

 
Themes in Daniel? 
 

• God is governing history for the purpose of His mission. There is history and there is 
HIStory. God uses history and is not used by it. 

• God works through grace – even in times of suffering. 
• All man-made gods/idols are worthless.  
• Faith in exile 

 

Outline of Daniel 
 

Daniel 1:1-21  The Judeans are steadfast in their faith (Hebrew) 
Daniel 2:1-49 Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the statue: Four kingdoms before the 

Kingdom of God (Aramaic) 
Daniel 3:1-30  God’s faithful servants are saved from death (Aramaic) 
Daniel 4:1-37  Nebuchadnezzar is judged for his arrogance against God (Aramaic) 
Daniel 5:1-31   Belshazzar is judged for his arrogance against God (Aramaic) 
Daniel 6:1-28  God’s faithful servant Daniel is rescued from death (Aramaic) 
Daniel 7:1-28 Daniel’s vision of four kingdoms and the establishment of the Kingdom of 

God (Aramaic) 
Daniel 8:1-27  Daniel’s first vision of post-Babylonian kingdoms (Hebrew) 
Daniel 9:1-27 Daniel’s prayer and vision concerning Jerusalem during the post-

Babylonian kingdoms (Hebrew) 
Daniel 10:1-12:13 The Divine Man explains Daniel’s second vision of post-Babylonian 

kingdoms. Plus, the antichrist, the resurrection, and the end. (Hebrew) 
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Timeline of Daniel 
 
Chapter  Date of Events in the Chapter 
1  Summer 605 BC to sometime between March 22, 603, and fall 603 
2  Fall 603 or Winter 603–602 
3  Late December 594 or January 593 
4  Probably sometime between 573 and 569 
5  October 11, 539 
6  Between late October 539 and late March 538 
7  Sometime between April 7, 553, and April 25, 552 or April 5, 550, and April 22, 549 
8  Sometime between April 16, 551, and April 4, 550 or April 13, 548, and April 1, 547 
9  Sometime between March 24, 538, and Cyrus’ 538 decree allowing the exiles to return 
10-12  April 23, 536 
 
Kings in Daniel 
 
Kings of Judah 

• Jehoiakim (609-598) 
• Jehoiachin (598-597) 
• Zedekiah (597-587) 

 
Kings of Babylon 

• Nebuchadnezzar (605-562) 
• Amel-marduk (562-560) 
• Neriglissar (560-556) 
• Labashi-marduk (556) 
• Nabonidas (556-539) 
• Belshazzar (553-539 or 550-539) 

 
King of Persian 

• Cyrus (539-530) 
 

Author and Date of Daniel 
 

Daniel, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was the author. (Daniel 8:15, 8:27, 9:2, 10:2, 
10:7, 12:5). The book was completed in or shortly after 536 BC.   
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Definitions 
 

A-millennialism: The belief that there will not be a literal one-thousand-year visible earthly 
kingdom of Jesus. This view is better termed realized- or inaugurated millennialism because it 
embraces the idea that Christ has a kingdom, but that he is reigning now (see Mt 28:18). This 
gracious rule spans the time between our Savior’s first and second coming. The “thousand years” 
of Rev 20:1–10, therefore, refers to the time of Christ’s reign from the day of his Ascension until 
the Last Day. The millennium is a present reality (Christ’s heavenly reign) and not a future hope 
(Christ’s rule on earth after his return). 
 
Antichrist: Some Christians believe this person is primarily a political ruler.  However, the Bible 
teaches that the antichrist sets himself up in the church (2 Thess 2:2–3) and promotes doctrines 
that diminish the completed work of Christ. The antichrist does not necessarily refer to a single 
individual but that there have been and will be many antichrists throughout time (1 Jn 2:18). 
 
Armageddon: Derived from the two Hebrew words har Megiddo, “the mountain of Megiddo” in 
Palestine, Armageddon refers to the battle mentioned in Rev 16:16. Some Christians take this to 
be the final battle of the seven-year tribulation that ushers in the one-thousand-year reign of 
Christ on earth.  However, it is more consistent with the Bible to interpret Armageddon as the 
last major onslaught of Satan before the second—and final—coming of Christ. 
 
Apocalyptic Literature: Derived from the Greek word apokalypsis (see Rev. 1:1), apocalyptic 
means “uncovering” or “revelation.” This genre of literature—most notably in Daniel and 
Revelation—frequently uses colors, numbers, beasts, demons, devils, and angels to make a 
theological point.  The visions are not to be interpreted literally but symbolically. Given the 
symbolic nature of this genre, apocalyptic literature is written for insiders who understand the 
meaning and interpretation of the symbols. Given the eschatological (see eschatology) focus of 
apocalyptic literature, the goal of this genre is to encourage the Church during persecution by 
pointing them to Jesus (Christology) and equipping them to engage His mission (Missiology). 
 
Christological: This term promotes a reading of Holy Scripture that focuses upon the person and 
work of Jesus Christ, especially his death on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. (1 Cor 1:23; 
2:2; 15:3) A Christological reading of the Bible embraces the belief that God’s activity is known 
only through Christ and not, as some maintain, through current events in the Middle East. 
 
Dispensationalism: A system of biblical interpretation that distinguishes between seven periods 
or “dispensations” in biblical history. They are as follows: (1) Innocence (before the Fall); (2) 
Conscience (from the Fall to Noah); (3) Human Government (from Noah to Abraham); (4) 
Promise (from Abraham to Moses); (5) Law (from Moses to Christ); (6) Grace (the church age); 
(7) the Kingdom (Christ’s millennial reign on earth). A “dispensation” is a period of time when 
God tests people to see how obedient they are to his will. This reading of the Bible, however, 
elevates human obedience over God’s gracious work of salvation in Christ, thus denying that 
saving faith is a gift of God. (Rom 8:7; 1 Cor 2:14; 12:3; Eph 2:8–9) 
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Eschatology:  Derived from the Greek work eschaton, meaning the “end.” Eschatology is the 
study of the end times of the world. Eschatology is not focused on predicting when the end 
will come. Rather, the focus is on the person and work of Jesus (Christology) and the mission of 
the Church (Missiology). The Bible speaks eschatologically during times of suffering and 
persecution. Therefore, the goal is to encourage the Church by pointing them to Jesus 
(Christology) as well as equipping the Church to engage its mission (Missiology).   
 
Hebrew, Israeli, Israelite, Jew, Judahite: Some understand these terms to be synonymous. In 
this way they are able to equate God’s promises to the Israelites of the Old Testament with 
modern day Jews in the 1948 state of Israel.  But these four terms have different 
definitions.  They are as follows: 
 

Hebrew: How an Israelite identifies themselves to non-Israelites. (Gen 39:14, 17; Jonah 
1:9) 
Israeli: A citizen of the 1948 state of Israel which is not the same as Israel in the Old 
Testament. Old Testament promises are not for Jews or Israelis; rather they are fulfilled 
in Christ, for the sake of the church, God’s new Israel. (Gal 6:16) All who have been 
baptized into Christ are Abraham’s true offspring. (Gal 3:29) 
Israelite: An Old Testament believer in Yahweh (the LORD), the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. The name is first given to Jacob in Gen 32:21–32. 
Jew: An ethnicity or an adherent to “Judaism” which is not the Christ-centered faith of 
the Old Testament. Judaism slowly evolved after the end of the Old Testament period and 
by the Maccabean Revolt of 166 BC was recognizably different from the grace-based 
beliefs of biblical Israel. 
Judahite: An Israelite who is from the tribe of Judah. (Esther; Daniel 3:8,12) How a 
Judahite identifies themselves to other Israelites. 
 

Last Days:  In most instances, last days (Acts 2:17; 1 Cor 10:11; Heb 1:1–2 and 1 Pet 1:20) 
defines the era which began with the first coming of Jesus Christ and will come to a close when 
he returns to usher in the new heavens and new earth. (Is 65:17–25; Revelation 21–22) Some 
argue that the world has entered the Last Days with the creation of the 1948 state of Israel. Last 
days, however, do not exclusively refer to events in the twentieth century.  
 
Millennium: Derived from the Latin words mille, “a thousand,” dispensationalists take the one 
thousand years in Rev 20:1–10 in a literal way. However, Christ’s gracious rule began on the day 
of his Ascension and will continue until the last day when he will hand “over the kingdom to 
God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.” (1 Cor 15:24) 
 
Missiology: The study of the mission of the Church 
 
Postmillennialism: This system of belief embraces the idea that human history is progressively 
becoming better and will eventually evolve into a golden age on earth, often understood 
figuratively to be one thousand years.  After this era supposedly Christ will return. 
 
Premillennialism:  This view argues that Christ’s second coming will occur before (“pre”) the 
“millennium,” which adherents understand to be a two-step process: a secret rapture that is 
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followed by the Savior’s visible coming after a seven-year tribulation. This understanding rests 
upon the following presuppositions: (1) Scripture is always to be interpreted in a literalistic 
manner; (2) the church and Israel are two distinct groups; (3) the church is a mystery, unknown 
in the Old Testament; (4) the mystery age of the church will be completed through the rapture, 
then God can resume his main program with the Jews and bring it to completion during Christ’s 
one thousand year reign on earth.   
 
Rapture:  This term refers to the event described in 1 Thess 4:14–17 when believers “will be 
raptured” or “will be caught up” (Latin: rapiemur) in the clouds to meet Christ at his return. 
When mistakenly used by premillennial dispensationalists, rapture refers to Christ’s secret 
coming when all believers—as well as all children who have not reached the age of 
accountability—are suddenly removed from the earth before the seven-year tribulation. 
 
Tribulation: Premillennial dispensationalism uses this term to signify the intensified persecution 
that will occur after the rapture and before Christ’s one-thousand-year reign on earth.  They 
mistakenly believe it will last for seven years and is described in Revelation 4–19. 
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