
Teaching on Divorce 
Matthew 19.1-12 
When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went to the region of Judea beyond 
the Jordan. Large crowds followed him, and he cured them there. 
Some Pharisees came to him, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife 
for any cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that the one who made them at the beginning 
‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” They said to him, “Why then did 
Moses command us to give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?” He said to them, “It was 
because you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and 
marries another commits adultery.” His disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his 
wife, it is better not to marry.” But he said to them, “Not everyone can accept this teaching, but only 
those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are 
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves 
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who can.” 
 
Mark 10.1-12 
He left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan. And crowds again 
gathered around him; and, as was his custom, he again taught them. 
Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He 
answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a 
certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of 
heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them 
male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband 
and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 
Matt 5.31-32 
“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to 
you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit 
adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
  



 
 

Blessing the Children 
 
Matthew 19.13-15 
Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and 
pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; but Jesus said, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven 
belongs.” And he laid his hands on them and went on his way. 
 
Luke 18.15-17 
People were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and when the disciples saw it, 
they sternly ordered them not to do it. But Jesus called for them and said, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.Truly 
I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 
 
Mark 10.13-16 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 
spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little 
children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs.Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never 
enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
  



Rich Young Man 
 
Matthew 19.16-30 
Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal 
life?” And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. 
If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus 
said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 
false witness; Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The 
young man said to him, “I have kept all these; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you wish to 
be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.” When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for 
he had many possessions. 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were 
greatly astounded and said, “Then who can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “For 
mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.” Then Peter said in reply, “Look, we 
have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell 
you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who 
have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone 
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s 
sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life.But many who are first will be last, and 
the last will be first. 
 
Mark 10.17-31 
As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No 
one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not 
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor 
your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he 
was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth 
to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to 
them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were 
greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, 
“For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 
Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly I tell 
you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or 
fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in 
this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutions—and in 
the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 
 
 
 
 



Luke 18.18-31 
A certain ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, 
“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You 
shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; Honor your father and mother.’” He replied, “I have kept all these since my youth.” When 
Jesus heard this, he said to him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute 
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”But when he 
heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich. Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” Those who heard it 
said, “Then who can be saved?” He replied, “What is impossible for mortals is possible for 
God.” Then Peter said, “Look, we have left our homes and followed you.” And he said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for 
the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not get back very much more in this age, and in the age to 
come eternal life.” 
Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything 
that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 
 
Matthew 20.1-16 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers 
for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace;and 
he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers 
and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when 
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But 
he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I 
am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
  



Third Passion Prediction 
 
Matthew 20.17-19 
While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by themselves, and said to 
them on the way, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the 
chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the 
Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and on the third day he will be raised.” 
 
Luke 18.31-34 
Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything 
that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be handed 
over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked and insulted and spat upon. After they have flogged 
him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise again.” But they understood nothing about 
all these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said. 
 
Mark 10.32-34 
They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them; they were 
amazed, and those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them 
what was to happen to him, saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will 
hand him over to the Gentiles;they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; 
and after three days he will rise again.” 
  



Request of James and John 
 
Matthew 20.20-28 
Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling before him, she 
asked a favor of him. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Declare that these 
two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” But Jesus 
answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to 
drink?” They said to him, “We are able.”He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit 
at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 
prepared by my Father.” When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus 
called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among 
you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just as the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 
Mark 10.35-45 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you 
to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for 
you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They replied, “We are 
able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with 
which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John.  So Jesus called them and said 
to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over 
them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to 
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be 
slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” 
  



Two Blind Men 
 
Matthew 20.29-34 
As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him. There were two blind men sitting by the 
roadside. When they heard that Jesus was passing by, they shouted, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of 
David!” The crowd sternly ordered them to be quiet; but they shouted even more loudly, “Have 
mercy on us, Lord, Son of David!” Jesus stood still and called them, saying, “What do you want me 
to do for you?” They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” Moved with compassion, Jesus 
touched their eyes. Immediately they regained their sight and followed him. 
 
Luke 18.35-43 
As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard a crowd 
going by, he asked what was happening. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” Then he 
shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Those who were in front sternly ordered him to 
be quiet; but he shouted even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and 
ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him, “What do you want 
me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your 
faith has saved you.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the 
people, when they saw it, praised God. 
 
Mark 10.46-52 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take 
heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.Then 
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, 
let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained 
his sight and followed him on the way. 
 
 
 


