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Spooky season is my  favorite 
season. The fall months (aka 
Spooky season) are, to me,     
the best months of the year.  
The weather changes become a  
welcome relief; everything from 
our food and our clothes to our 
house decorations and thermo-
stat,  turns cozy. The air takes    
a different tone. Everything 
around us, for these months, 

becomes crisper. As our senses shift to the changes, the barren trees and tight air seem 
eerie.  

Some of my favorite Spooky season movies are those that came from Alfred Hitchcock. 
The first Hitchcock film I ever saw, when I was 10 years old, was his 1963 hit "The Birds." 
Hitchcock, while a troubled figure, famously produced some of the most iconic scary 
movies. Though what made Hitchcock so famous (or infamous) wasn’t the nature of his 
films so much as the way he filmed. One of my seminary professors, Dr. Clifton Black, is  
a Hitchcock scholar. In his classes he would talk about Hitchcock’s storytelling methods 
and  how they might apply to preaching.  

In what is known today as the “Hitchcockian” style, Hitchcock shifted how audiences  
participated in films. Most film watching met audiences as viewers watching the scenes 
unfold before them as distant observers. Hitchcock made the audience a participant.    
He used different techniques to make the audience feel like they were eating at a char-
acter’s table with them, walking down the street with a character, looking out a window   
to see a character. It changed visual storytelling from observant to immersive. That,       
in itself, made Hitchcock’s films as eerie as Spooky season. What happened as a result        
is that his characters with scary traits became more personalized. Any character that  
exhibited some kind of evil, found redemption that personified in the audience’s           
personal connection.  

What I remember from learning about this “Hitchcockian” storytelling from Dr. Black is 
that our moments of storytelling, whether that's preaching or writing or sharing a story 
with a friend, becomes closer to us when we let someone feel like they’ve sat at the      
table with us, or walked with us, or looked out our windows. When we feel connected  
to that person, we care about their redemption. We long for our favorite characters to 
be redeemed, to be forgiven, to be loved, to find a way to goodness.  

There’s something about the story arches of redemption we often find in Spooky season, 
that reminds me of some important “Hitchcockian” lessons: Do I let people into my story 
and let them walk alongside me? Do I see all others as people worthy of redemption, 
forgiveness, and love? I hope you reflect on these questions with me, whether Spooky 
season is your favorite, too, or not. As the days get crisper, let's cozy up. 

PASTOR’S PEACE by Rev. Ashley Bair 
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The First Presbyterian Church of Metuchen is a healthy  
and vibrant house of worship and a major pillar of this 
community. This was expressed very loudly in social media   
by the Temple Emanu-El leadership and others when we 
shared with them our sanctuary for their recent High Holy 
Days. We have recently had several baptisms, nothing 
better than to welcome children into our church. Through 
the leadership of Pastor Garry, the very dedicated staff,  
the Session, the Deacons and all of the many volunteers, 
we have endured the pandemic while maintaining a con-
stant level of membership. It may not feel like it when we 
look at the Sanctuary on a Sunday morning, but there are   
a lot of members and non-members tuning in from their 
homes and continuing their support. 

When we think of donations or income to the church, we 
often think only of the offering plate. The members of this 
church have pledged at the same level for the past three 
years. Thank you! The areas of income that took a hit were 
things like cash donations to the offering plate, commuter 
parking fees, and building usage. If you are not meeting or 
socializing in person, you are not paying for those. With  
the Community Nursery School not being in session, there 
was a significant impact. Overall, we took a big hit to our 
income.  

But we needed to keep going forward. 

Our staff was going above and beyond the call of duty.   
Figuring out how to hold worship in the parking lot.        
Exploring and purchasing technology for live streaming. 
Walking the sanctuary with a tape measure to see how 
many we could fit in while trying to maintain social distanc-
ing. Seeking ways to not only continue the Food Pantry   
but to increase the volume of food distribution as the need 
continued to rise. Our response to food insecurity has led 
us to receive considerable donations from the community 
at large, both food and financial, and to receive a large 
grant from Middlesex County to expand the Food Pantry. 
This is one way that our perseverance to move forward will 
be rewarded in the future.    

Does all of this have a cost? Of course. But the church  
leadership felt it was more important to invest in our 
church and its programs than to take a fiscally conservative 

approach and fall behind the needs of our members and 
the community.  

Prior generations created an Investment and Endowment 
Fund for our preservation and emergencies. These last  
couple of years constituted an emergency. 

 A piece of good news, through the foresight of our Finance 
Committee, we received two Payroll Protection Program, 
also known as PPP grants, from the federal government 
which made up most of our losses. That was only for 2020 
and 2021. In 2022, Finance and the I & E committee agreed 
to fund the shortfall from our fund. This is not sustainable 
as we are withdrawing a greater percentage than planned. 
But it is important that we continue to build on our pro-
grams for the health of our church.  

We are fortunate and blessed to have these abundant   
resources. Resources that were entrusted to us by previous 
generations so we will have a vibrant church to pass on to 
the generations of the future.  

Our Stewardship 2023 campaign is asking each of us to  
reflect on how we contribute to our church by ways of 
time, talents, and treasures (Financial Contributions.) Many 
of us volunteer in the various activities of the church:      
Sunday School Teachers, Musicians, Deacons & Elders, 
Presbyterian Women (both young and not so young), Food 
Pantry, VBS, Commission / Committee members and many 
more. Quite a long list! All are needed to keep this church 
operating to serve ourselves and our community.  

We also need to contribute our piece to the financial needs 
of the church. We have staff to support and buildings to 
maintain. We need to keep our programs running and they 
have a cost. We need you to pledge!  

Please prayerfully consider how this church is part of God’s 
Plan and how you can financially fit in! We need each of 
you to be a puzzle piece that will fit into the picture of our 
church.   

 

STEWARDSHIP 2023 
Niall Corbalis, Maggie and Russ Dickow,  

Doris Gulotta and Gary Ostermueller                  

Where do you fit in at our church? 
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Coming in October: Horizons Bible Study 

The Social Justice Committee asks…DID YOU KNOW?                               Written by Mike Draper    

It might take a village to raise a child. But it takes a      
community of care to help those in need. 

As was touched on in last month’s “Did You Know?”      
article, there are so many ways the Food Panty and the 
Local Mission Committee assist those who need help.     
Two such ways mentioned were providing emergency    
financial assistance, transportation and hotel housing,    
and coordinating with local social workers to bring in     
and register new clients. 

Up until the beginning of the pandemic, requests for 
emergency financial assistance came directly from         
individuals in need and were handled by the pastoral  
staff. The only way to assess them was on an ad hoc       
basis. There was no way to know if those individuals  
would need more assistance moving forward. But then 
Sarah Teti and the Food Panty volunteers made a local 
connection in care that changed everything. 

“We had a young woman who had been living in her car 
for several months and has had several mental health  
hospitalizations. Eventually she was discharged without 
her car to, basically, the Metuchen Train Station”,          
explained Sarah Teti, FPC Metuchen Food Pantry Coordi-
nator. “She was in very, very bad shape. She showed up   
at the Social Center terrified, completely lost, and without 
help at all. Rev. Garry and I scrambled to figure out what 
to do - calling every agency we could think of, and eventu-
ally I was given the phone number for Jason Clay, a social 
worker at Rutgers Behavioral Health.         

He walked us through the very shocking and disappointing 
process of getting someone off the street. It took months. 
She went from shelter, to hotel, to respite house, and    
finally was housed in a Mission First Housing Apartment in 
Edison. The story has an unbelievably happy ending and 
she is doing amazingly well. But the other happy part of 
the story is that we met Jason. He has been the bridge to 
so many other agencies we never were connected with 
before.” 

As Sarah mentioned, this led to even more care connec-
tions. “We met Triple C Housing, whose social workers 
physically drive clients to the pantry for food and even 
deliver food to their own clients from our pantry,” Sarah 
said. “We met other RBH case workers like Jason who     
pick up food for homeless folks and bring it to where they 
know they are, and we connected with Mission First Hous-
ing in Edison, where (FPC member) Tom Giordano now 
runs his own pop-up food pantry! They all see us now as   
a partner. They trust us and we trust them and as a result 
we reach more people in the Metuchen-Edison area than 
ever!” 

These connections actually impacted and improved how 
FPC helps those in financial need. “Now many of our     
requests come directly from these social workers”, Sarah 
continued. “The clients are vetted and the "next steps"  
are clear. If a client can't pay her rent this month and we 
pay it, how is she going to pay it in November? The case 
workers can fill that gap for us. They can assure us that 
there's a plan in place to ensure their clients keep moving 
in the right direction. In return, when they have an espe-
cially difficult homeless case, we can use our funds to pay 
for a hotel or a ride with the comfort of knowing that it’s 
just bridging a gap for the case worker to get them to the 
next step. For example, we were able to put a young 
mother and her two kids up in a hotel for ten days in the 
end of August. It was longer than we normally would but 
we had assurances from her case worker that her tempo-
rary rental assistance would be granted by September 1. 
So we really just bridged the gap so they didn’t have to live 
on the street in the interim.” 

The FPC Metuchen Food Pantry didn’t set out to become 
the hub of a growing community of care. However those in 
need, who have been lifted up by this community, are 
thankful that’s what’s happened. 

– John Andrew Holmes Jr. 

Our thanks to Mike Draper for giving us this insight 
on what the Food Pantry does, and the actions we 
can take to support and grow local mission. 
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Christmas Pageant Sign-ups are open now! 

All Church youth ages 4 – 18 are invited to participate in 
the annual FPC Christmas Pageant to be held inside the 
Sanctuary on Saturday, December 24 at 5:00 pm.     
Children must be signed up in advance to participate so 
that costumes and parts can be prepared.  
Sign-ups are now taking place online by clicking here 
https://forms.office.com/r/efwkf4dJQJ                                   
or scan this QR code.   
 
Rehearsals will be held the first three 
(3) Sundays in December from about 
10:45 – 11:45 am, while the Dress 
Rehearsal will be on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 20 starting around 3:30 pm. Many 
adult helpers are needed at both rehearsals and on Pag-
eant night. Please consider volunteering to help at ei-
ther or both.  Participants will receive an email in late 
November with rehearsal reminders. 

Sign-ups end  November 27.  

• Session moved to approve proceeding with a $500,000 
addition to the Social Center to facilitate expansion of 
the Food Pantry. The Food Pantry account currently 
has $150,000 on hand toward the expansion and is the 
beneficiary of a $250,000 grant from the Middlesex 
County for the expansion. The remaining $100,000 
needed for the expansion will be raised from the com-
munity at large. No monies from either FPC-M Opera-
tions or the Investment and Endowment fund will be 
used for this project.  

• Room 109 in the Education building is once again the 
designated room for fellowship after Sunday Morning 
Worship Service. Session is focused on the positive 
energy generated through in-person fellowship for    
our collective spiritual vitality as we go forward.  

• The Personnel Commission moved to extend the Inter-
im Associate Pastor Contract between Rev. Ashley Bair, 
First Presbyterian Church of Metuchen, and the Pres-
bytery of the Coastlands for another year retroactive 
to 28 September 2022. Session unanimously approved 
the motion and extended congratulatory applause to 
Rev. Bair on her continuing Ministry here at First Pres-
byterian Church of Metuchen. 

2nd Hour Forum  

“Hands to Work,  

Hearts to God” 

November 13 

10:30 a.m 

In the Chapel 

On November 13th,  the Senior Choir will sing a Shaker hymn, 
“Followers of the Lamb.” There is much to admire and learn from 
the beautiful simplicity of the Shakers. Founded by “Mother Ann” 
in the late 18th century, they preached and practice social, eco-
nomic, and spiritual equality—regardless of race or gender—from 
the very beginning. They shared all property, were celibate, and 
worshipped in a  very unique pattern of song and dance. As great 
innovators, the Shakers are responsible for a surprising number of 
items that we use each day.  
“Hands to work, hearts to God” is a popular Shaker motto that 
perfectly encapsulates their desire to live in simple devotion to 
Christ. To them, every act of simple hand labor is prayer.  
The Second Hour forum will feature a stunning documentary, 
“Hands to Work, Hearts to God,” by Ken Burns. Join us to learn 
more about what makes this fascinating group so special! 

Please join us for  

INTERFAITH 

THANKSGIVING  

SERVICE 

Tuesday, November 22nd  

7:30 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church             

of Metuchen 

In-person and Livestreamed 

 

 We will celebrate with Joint     
 Choirs singing and  

Cantor Emily Simkin giving  
the message. 

https://forms.office.com/r/efwkf4dJQJ
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Don’t miss out on the delectable breakfast especially pre-
pared by Rev. Garry. Best of all is the great conversation 
and laughter that happens around the table. The meal 
may not be “heart” healthy but it is sure to satisfy your 
soul. Come and see for yourselves! Call us in the Church 
office if you have any questions. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Join Rev. Garry in this continuing study on the teachings 
of Jesus, exploring the Gospel books. Come in person or 
join virtually by Zoom. The lessons are available from 
our website, go to Resources/study-resources and look 
for the Gospel Stories. To join by Zoom, use: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84711673419 
Use Meeting ID: 847 1167 3419 

THE GOSPEL STORIES 
A Weekly Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.  

in the PW Lounge & Zoom 

This month’s book selection is Suburban Dicks by Fabien 
Nicieza, a hilarious killer whodunit story set here in New 
Jersey.  Got questions? Contact Mary Kay Dangremond 
Phone: (732) 310-8714 Email:  mk.vatrout@gmail.com 

November 27 
11:00 am 

 in the Chapel 

HORIZON BIBLE STUDY 
IS FOR EVERYONE! 

 November 7  

 7:00 p.m.  

PW Lounge with 

Zoom option 

Led by Mary Kay                  

Dangremond 

Lesson Two of our study, “Sabbath and Creation,” is based 
on scripture text from Genesis 1:1 - 2:3. Mary Kay shares 
her gift of eliciting challenging discussion about how we 
can truly practice the tradition of Sabbath—a time of rest 
and reflection—in our daily harried lives. For the study 
materials and Zoom link, visit the PW page 
at https://fpcweb.org/ministries/presbyterian-women/ 

Join by Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81327982944 

Use meeting ID: 813 2798 2944 

If interested in a hard copy of the study or if you have any 
questions, email Deb Teall (debteall@optonline.net).  

ADVENT IS ALMOST HERE! 
The Worship & Music Commission is looking for families 
to light the candles during Advent or on Christmas Eve.  
If your family has not previously had an opportunity to 
light an Advent candle, and now would like a chance to 
participate please let us know. We would love for you to 
sign up!  
To volunteer or to get more information, please get in 
touch with Virginia Shaw at (732) 322-9920 or email  
vlshaw@optonline.net 
(Please note that Candle Lighting slots will be given out 
based upon availability.) Thank you! 

Coming on the 1st week of Advent 

Mary Had a Baby 
 An Advent Bible Study  

Based on African American  

Spirituals  

November 27 @ 10:30 a.m. 

In the Chapel 

Get ready for the Advent season. Join Seminarian Intern 
Hanna Richards as she leads this study that will run for 4 
sessions, beginning November 27 through December 18. 
Mary Had a Baby is written by Marilyn E. Thornton with 
material from the first edition by Cheryl Kirk-Duggan. There 
are four sessions, one for each week of Advent and where 
each lesson includes Scripture, song 
lyrics, devotional and contextual 
information, and discussion ques-
tions to stimulate deepening faith 
and a sense of community.  
 
There is a limited supply of books, 
so sign up early to get your copy.  
Email Nancy Leardi 
nleardi@fpcweb.org if you plan to 
attend.  
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FROM YOUR:  DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

(4 years - 2nd Grade) 

November 1 from  4:30 to 5:00 pm 
Room 109 of the Education Building
Rev. Ashley Bair will read a story and we will create 
an awesome craft.  
 

(3rd  to 6th Grade) 

November 3 and 17 from 5:30 to 6:15 pm 
Location: TBA 
Join Mrs. Alicia Lewis and Mrs. Joanne Bedenek for 
an afternoon of fun and games and growing in faith. 

Questions? Contact our Director of Christian Education  Nancy Leardi : (732) 491-2264 or nleardi@fpcweb.org 

LEGO SUNDAY 

In Room 109 

November 13 

with Ms. Kelsey 

    SENIOR HIGH 
Baking with Grace 

November 20 

Social Center Kitchen 
With Thanksgiving coming 
up, the youth will bake  
some delicious pies ! 

Take note! November 27 
On Thanksgiving weekend, Sunday 
School will be on recess and there 
will be no classes.  

Sandy Swartzentruber’s   
Everyday Family Faith is a 
great tool to help families 
build strong faith habits          
together and make time for 
God in everyday life. For each 
day of the week, this pocket-
sized resource provides crea-
tive ideas for exploring Bible 
verses, talking about faith in 
daily life, and praying together, 
as well as fun activities to do for each day of the week. 
There is a limited supply available at the Christian Edu-
cation Office. Would you like a free copy for your fami-
ly? Email Nancy Leardi to get your copy today.  

Here’s an update on the amazing difference you’re making 
for Kentine, our World Vision child, and her community in 
Burundi. Kentine is now 13 years old and attends 5th grade. 
She is in good health and World Vision closely  monitors her 
health. With your giving , Kentine can have a new uniform, 
receive school supplies so she can continue in her schooling 
and get extra help with her reading and writing skills. Please 

continue to give this coming Stewardship Sunday,        
November 13th for Kentine to enjoy a brighter future! 

The puppeteers have been very busy this fall. On Rally 
Day they presented a puppet skit, and are rehearsing 
four skits between now and Christmas. We are so 
pleased to have such talented young people in our 
congregation! If your child in 7th grade or above is 
interested in   becoming a puppeteer please contact 
Nancy Leardi or Kat Davis.  

Email: katddavis@gmail.com or nleardi@fpcweb.org 
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Make it a meaningful Thanksgiving and share your 
blessings to others. Come to this month’s Mission  
Volunteer Night where Thanksgiving baskets will be 
packed. The Food Pantry will distribute the baskets 
on November 22. This event is open to all; however 
kids under the age of 8 have to be accompanied by 
an adult. We hope to see you! 

YOUTH GROUP EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Now meeting in the Senior High Room 

6:00 pm - 6:45 pm  Junior High   

6:45 pm - 7:15 pm  Westminster Choir (Grades 7 to 12) 

7:15 pm - 7:45 pm  Chapel and Good News Ringers (Grades 7 to 12) 

7:45 pm - 8:45 pm Senior High  

We are excited to start the new program year! A huge 
welcome back to our youth who are returning from full 
summers. We are excited to see you again. 
Our Youth Leaders this year are Wally Cook, Grace Anne 
Bafna, Kaitlin Carrollo, Tom Giordano, Jackson Shaw, and 
Christine Young-Helmstetter. Our Youth Leader volun-
teers are essential to the Youth Group program being a 
success. Please extend a thank you to them when you 
see them. 
We began Youth Group with a kick-off BBQ last month 
that was a huge success. 
Thank you to everyone who helped make that night 
great, especially Rev. Fred Garry on the grill and all the 
Food Pantry volunteers who baked, prepped, served, 
and cleaned for us. We are looking forward to volunteer-
ing with them this December at the Food Pantry Holiday 
Bazaar. We are intentionally finding more ways for the 
Youth Group to partner with and support our local mis-
sions.  
If you have any questions, any ideas, want to chat, grab 
a coffee - you can connect with me at abair@fpcweb.org 
and 989-859-2083.  
Grateful to be in this ministry with you,  
Rev. Ashley Bair  

Metuchen-Edison Area Interfaith Clergy  
Association (MEAICA) 

HELP US HELP OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED! 

November 6, Sunday, 2:00 p.m. 

Centenary United Methodist Church 
(200 Hillside Avenue, Metuchen, NJ) 

Let us partner with other houses of worship in this annual 
event to replenish our shared fund for neighbors in need. Walk 
as a family; invite your friends! Pledge forms are available from 
the church office and Narthex. This year’s Hunger Walk starts 
and ends at Centenary Methodist Church.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION TEXT: (609) 937-4565 

Mission Volunteer Night 
November 21, 7:00-8:30 pm  
Social Center Auditorium         
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The CNS school year is off to a great 
start! Our staff and  students have 
settled in and are enjoying having a  
normal school year.  
Parents are coming in to celebrate       
students’ birthdays and soft toys are 
allowed again in the  classrooms. In October the kids had a fun 
time as we had Dennis Thomas the Magician perform in the  
Social Center, and a parent fire fighter came to talk about fire 
safety.   

In keeping with the Christmas Spirit, we invite everyone 
to joyously share and bless the children at Elizabethport 
Presbyterian Center and the senior residents at both Care 
One at the Highlands and Roosevelt Care Centers. This 
wonderful ministry and our gifts are always greatly appre-
ciated!   

We will have 2 Advent Angel trees: one in the Church 
Narthex and one at the Social Center Foyer.   
For the Elizabethport children, we are also collecting 
NEW mittens/hats/socks and jackets if you desire to 
donate those. Decorated bins will be placed next to 
both trees to collect items from which the children 
will be able to choose from. Advent Angels with toy 
wishes will be on the tree, as well, for you to select. 
Due to the current circumstances, there are only 50 
children enrolled: 25 girls and 25 boys. Any extras 
will be donated to the Elizabethport Center.  

There will be angels to select for the people in Care 
One at the Highlands and for Roosevelt Care Center, 
each Center having about 50 residents.  
 
To be an angel, simply - 
1- Select an Advent Angel(s) as soon as possible and 
leave your gift under the Advent Angel tree no later 
than 9:30 am on Sunday, December 18th.  
2- The Angels are color-coded with information about 
the destination of the gift, as well as gift suggestions.    
3- All gifts may be wrapped and/or placed in gift 
bags.  
4- Please SECURELY attach the Advent Angel to the 
gift bag or wrapped gift.  
 
Our Deacons will deliver the gifts to the Care Centers 
on Sunday, December 18th after Worship and to     
Elizabethport on Monday, December 19 so the gifts 
arrive in time for Christmas.  
For any questions, please contact Chris Van Pelt by 
call or text (732) 715-6097, cell. (feel free to leave a 
message if she does not pick up.)   
Your Advent Angel gift may be the only gift received 
by that child or senior resident!  Thank you for shar-
ing God’s love this Christmas and for being an Angel!  
 

WATCH OUT FOR THE ADVENT ANGEL TREES 
THAT WILL BE LAUNCHED SOON! 
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COMING UP! 

SEWING BEES 
November 16 at 1:00 pm 
PW Lounge 
The Sewing Bees are back and busy as ever! They are  
working on holiday themed placemats. Come and join 
them, but remember  to bring your scissors. Contact June 
Young for questions, june18@optonline.net  
 

HOLLY FAIR EXTRAORDINAIRE                 
Presented by the Presbyterian Women 

Shop our extensive collection of handmade craft items, 
“next to new” items, holiday crafts, and multiple tables of 
jewelry gems!  
Buy for yourself or buy gifts for your family and friends. 
Tons of great items and bargains galore! 
Most importantly, ALL proceeds will benefit local and 
worldwide charities!   
Volunteers are needed to help with set up, sale, and clean 
up for the Holly Fair. 
Set up dates are:  
Wednesday, November 30 from 1:30-5:00 pm and  
Thursday & Friday, December 1-2 from 10:00 am-3:00 pm.  
Sale date is Saturday from 10:00 am-3:00 pm. Please arrive 
at 9:30. Clean up will be approximately till 4:00 pm. There 
will be lunch provided for volunteers.   

If you have questions, please contact:  Cindy O’Neill  mimabook@aol.com or Lori Kellner  lgkellner@gmail.com     

HOLLY FAIR / BAKE SALE    

and  

JEWELRY TRUNK SHOW 

Saturday, December 3rd  

10:00 am to 3:00 pm  

Social Center Dining Room   

The Presbyterian Women will  showcase a variety of  
holiday merchandise for yourself or gift giving! We will 
also be offering a comprehensive collection of necklaces, 
bracelets, earrings, rings, watches and other accessories!  
If you have gently-used, new or vintage jewelry and/or 
new or nearly new holiday items, PW is now accepting 
donations. Please drop them off at the Church Office by 
November 20th.   

Calling all Bakers! We invite you to donate 
your treasured baked recipes whether pies, 
cookies, cupcakes, breads, etc. to be sold 
also in the Holly Fair. Please drop off your 
baked goods by December 1st or 2nd in the 
Social Center Kitchen, and marked PW.  
Thank you and see you at the Holly Fair!! 

The PW Coordinating Team worked hard to plan every detail of the 
Rummage Sale, lending to it’s success. The volunteers enjoyed a pizza 
dinner sponsored by the Deacons just before the doors opened.  

2022 FALL RUMMAGE SALE IS IN THE BOOKS! 
We were well nourished by Rev. Garry’s Champion Breakfast and also having our Friday Dinner from Anthony’s Coal-fired 
pizza covered by the Deacons. Thank you!  Also, a heartfelt THANK YOU! to all our seasoned and  “new faces”  hard-
working volunteers, and all those who donated items and everyone who shopped. We are thrilled to report the  Fall 
Rummage Sale on October 14 & 15 brought in $10,300!!!  
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POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

In keeping with our Christmas tradition, we invite our congregation and friends to help us  decorate our Sanctu-

ary, Chapel and Narthex with poinsettias through our Poinsettia orders. Get a head start on your holiday plan-

ning by ordering now! 

• Deadline for ordering is Monday, December  5th.   

• Make checks payable to the “First Presbyterian Church “. Bring any weekday or mail them to  the church 

office: P. O. Box 385, Metuchen, NJ  08840. We will accept cash, too! 

• The names of those remembered and those who donated will be listed in the worship service bulletins on 

Sunday, December 18th and Christmas Eve.  

• The plants may be taken home after the 11 p.m. service on Christmas Eve, or after  

 worship on December 25th.    

 Our Deacons will take the remaining poinsettias to shut-ins and families who have lost a loved one in  

 recent months.  

Your Name: ____________________________________________________________________  

Phone No.:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 For Bulletin Listings of Donors (Please print.) 

      Given by :               

      In Memory of:               

                

      In Honor of:               

                     

      In Gratitude :               

                

 Number of plants @ $9.25 each    _____  _____ 

 Total Amount Enclosed              $  ___________ 

 

      

      Please mark [ x ] one of the following: 

      [      ]    I will take my plant home after the 11 PM Christmas Eve Service.  

      [      ]    I will take my plant home after the December 25
th

 Service.  

      [      ]    Leave poinsettia for Deacons to deliver. 
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Tak berkesudahan kasih setia TUHAN,  
tak habis-habisnya rahmat-Nya,  

selalu baru tiap pagi; besar  kesetiaan-Mu! 

Ratapan 3:22-23  

meets Noon most Sundays for a  
worship service in Bahasa, except the first Sunday when they join the 
9:30 am service for communion.  

A reminder to adjust your clocks on November 6, when       

Daylight Savings ends.   
 
The office will be closed on November 24 and 25 in observance 
of Thanksgiving. 
May your gathering this Thanksgiving be filled with love, joy 
and peace.  

CHURCH STAFF 
First Presbyterian Church of Metuchen  

(July 1, 2022)   
 
CLERGY 
Rev. Dr. Fred Garry . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-491-2330 
Senior Pastor/Head of Staff   fgarry@fpcweb.org 
Rev. Ashley Bair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-491-2260 
Interim Associate Pastor          abair@fpcweb.org 
Rev. Robert A. Beringer, Pastor Emeritus 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Nancy Leardi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-491-2264                                             
Director Christian Education  nleardi@fpcweb.org 
    Kat Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . .katddavis@gmail.com  
    Christian Education Production Leader 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Jordan Klotz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-491-2266                                 
Director of Music Ministries   jklotz@fpcweb.org 
Elaine Hansen. . . . . . . . . . ehansen@fpcweb.org 
Assistant Bell Director and Accompanist 
Brenda A. Day, Minister of Music Emeritus 
 

SUPPORT STAFF 
Sue Harmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .732-491-2302                       
Director of Operations/Treasurer                        
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . sharmon@fpcweb.org 
     Jonathan Hollenbeck . . . . . . . . 732-491-2270                    
     Facilities Manager    jhollenbeck@fpcweb.org 
           Bob O’Connell. . . . . . . . . . . .732-491-2270           
           Facilities Assistant  boconnell@fpcweb.org 
     Vicky Lacson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-491-2301       
     Administrative & Communications  
     Coordinator                       vlacson@fpcweb.org                                                                                 
     Nate Brown. . . . . . . . . . . . . .732-347-9951 
     Technical & Sound Design Consultant 
                                                nbrown@fpcweb.org      
      Merry Matlock . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-491-2262                                       
      Sr. Services Coord.      mmatlock@fpcweb.org  
      Colleen Walker. . . . . . . .  . . . . .732-491-2303 
      Office Assistant               cwalker@fpcweb.org       
Sarah Teti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 732-491-2325 
Food Pantry Coordinator 
                     foodpantry@fpcweb.org 
 

COMMUNITY NURSERY SCHOOL 
Fran Brennan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .732-491-2242                      
Director/Treasurer            fbrennan@fpcweb.org 
Colleen Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .732-491-2242                                                  
Head Teacher                          csmith@fpcweb.org  
Josephine Czochanski . . . . . . . . . . 732-491-2242 
Office Manager                  cnsadmin@fpcweb.org  

Congratulations, Sarah!  

Last month we celebrated Sarah Teti’s 5th year anniversary on staff 
with FPC-Metuchen as the Food Pantry Coordinator. Mike Draper 
writes that “over the 5 years, under the direction, determination and 
devotion of Sarah, along with the equally empathetic and passionate 
volunteers, the Food Pantry has grown into a  de facto Social Services 
Center.”  The Food Pantry as we know now provides not just food but  
a host of other assistance and opportunities for better quality of life 

and hope for their clients. Thank you, and congratulations, Sarah!! 
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Stay up to date with just one click! 
 

We are now using Mail Chimp to bring to you the latest 
church happenings. Sign up to make sure we have your 
correct email address.  

 

Visit the church website, send an email to fpc@fpcweb.org 
or use your cell phone to go directly to the link using this 
QR code.  

 

We promise not to spam you!  
 

    

 

 

              Parish News Submission 

To submit an article for the Parish News, email   

       vlacson@fpcweb.org or see us at the church office. 
Deadline for submission is the 15th of the month.  

 

Church Office  

270 Woodbridge Avenue, Metuchen, NJ 08840 

             Office Hours: Monday– Friday  8:00 am to 4:30pm    

Telephone: (732) 491-2300  Email: fpc@fpcweb.org 

 

 

Sunday Worship Service 9:30 am  

Online Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 am 

Livestream on FPC Metuchen Facebook   

TO:  


