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 Today’s Collect prays that we may read, mark, 

learn and inwardly digest the Scriptures. Today’s 

Scripture is disturbing, especially the apocalyptic 

gospel, and we may find it indigestible. Next Sunday 

is Christ the King and then we are in Advent. We can 

feel it coming, that season of endings and beginnings. 

We know something about change and endings in 

these last days. We know something of chaos, but 

Jesus’ words remind us that compared to what will 

one day be, we have seen only a glimpse of world-

ending turmoil. 

 

 Jesus says to his disciples that the unimaginable 

may happen in their lifetime.  Jesus says to them: I 

am telling you this now so that you will be more 

prepared when the time comes. Jesus’ words about 

the Jerusalem Temple came to pass about 40 years 

later in 70AD when it was destroyed by the Romans 

as retaliation for rebellion. Yet even during his 

lifetime, we remember that Jesus’ words today were 



thrown back in his face as he hung dying on the 

Cross: You who would destroy the temple and build it in 

three days, save yourself and come down from the Cross! 

Jesus words about their Temple sting the hearts of the 

people so deeply that they store them up to taunt him 

as he dies.  The Jerusalem Temple is the abiding place 

of all they hold most dear, their greatest ideals and 

hopes. We remember that the Temple is holy for Jesus 

too. Jesus teaches in that Temple regularly. Jesus is 

coming out of the Temple when he speaks these 

words. 

 

 We know something about falling temples. In 

2008 in the midst of the Great Recession, the temple 

of Wall Street fell. It was rebuilt, some may say on the 

backs of the people while corporations’ shareholders - 

not the actual workers - continued to get richer. We 

have seen the temples of global commerce stop and 

restart. We have seen over 5 million deaths from 

COVID around the world. We are seeing climate 



change accelerating beyond imagining as the Cop26 

UN conference tells us, if we allow the clock to run 

out on action. This beautiful temple of planet earth is 

on the verge of catastrophe.  

 

 Some Temples need to fall. We have seen the 

Temple of white supremacy challenged and yet 

remain standing. In some ways white supremacy is 

being fortified in this country. As the vestry heard at 

our anti-racism retreat last weekend, we think the 

current suppression of voter right through 

redistricting is terrible; but we have seen nothing yet 

compared to what could be.  

 

 Scripture has a couple more things to say about 

temples. The Jerusalem Temple is the Holy of Holies, 

where the Hebrew people encounter God most fully. 

However, the Jerusalem Temple is also provisional. It 

is “for now”. The Jerusalem Temple is until by Divine 

Providence a greater Temple is here. Jesus will 



become for us the new Temple, that place where we 

meet God most fully.  

 

 Paul also talks about temples. Paul writes 

especially in 1 and 2 Corinthians that our bodies are 

the Temple of the Holy Spirit. In Ephesians, Paul 

develops this theme and writes that the church – the 

body of Christ - is God’s Temple. Like buildings, the 

church in its earthly form is provisional – on the way 

to something else. 

 

 We do not like change, on the whole. We like 

permanence, and especially we want those things and 

people in which we have invested our life and love to 

endure. But as my late mother used to say: nothing is 

forever. Yesterday at Diocesan Convention, those of 

us seated in the Cathedral heard Bp. Dietsche lay out 

stark statistics of decline in our beloved Episcopal 

Church. But not just in the Episcopal Church – in all 

major Christian denominations, all religious 



institutions.  A generation ago, I would never have 

imagined that Christianity itself, organized religion 

itself, would be where we are. Jesus says - all temples 

will fall. Temples devoted to the holy and temples 

that foster hatred and evil.   

 

 What Temples do you sit in? (This is not the 

same question as: Where do you worship…) What do 

you reverence? Not what should we esteem, but what 

do we honestly reverence? Jesus reminds us to sit 

lightly in our temples, whatever they are. From 

human beauty, to the opera, to educational temples, 

all the forms of privilege we enjoy. Prepare to move 

on and move out one day. We need to have our 

spiritual bags packed. Even the noblest and holiest of 

holies will one day be dust.  

 

 Nothing is forever, except God. Except God in 

Christ. The comfort within this hard gospel is that 

after the temples fall, after the dust settles, there will 



not be nothing. There will be God. Temples fall not 

for destruction’s sake. Temples fall within God’s 

providence in order that a new heaven and a new 

earth may be born. The gospel doesn’t end with 

destruction but with rebirth. All this is beyond our 

control and imagining, but our faith teaches us that it 

is true and it will be good.  

 

 This is a Temple made with human hands, but 

it offers words of Life that do not pass away. Jesus says 

later in this same chapter of Mark: Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but my words will never pass away. These 

words are also recorded for us in Matthew and Luke. 

The Letter to the Hebrews today says: Let us hold fast 

to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to 

provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting 

to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another.  



 

 We do not rely on our own faithfulness; we rely 

on God’s faithfulness. We rely on Jesus: the same 

yesterday, today and forever. 

 

 In the Name of the One who was, and is, and 

is to come, through Jesus Christ our Savior and 

Redeemer. AMEN 
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