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And Moses said,  “Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets,  

and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!” 

 

In the name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 When I first saw the lessons for today,  I confess I didn’t 

really know what to think. I was especially intrigued by the lesson 

from Numbers that describes one of those contemptuous moments 

from the Isrealite camp as they toiled to the Promised Land.  

 

 We hear the people complaining. They are tired, struggling, 

And weak in resolve to advance in God’s mission for them. God 

directs Moses to bring him 70 elders of the camp, And when they 

gather together they begin to prophesy by the power of the Spirit.  

 

 We are not told what their prophecies reveal, But I like to 

think that God has revealed to them a vision of promise, A 

foretaste of greater times, and places, and living to come. I believe 

that what God reveals to them is a vision, Of flourishing and 

abundance by his presence among them. It is enough to convince 

them - and for a moment, they see it, And then the vision is gone. 

For many, what was clear as day, Can now only be hoped for.  

 

 However there are two men in the camp, Eldad and 

Medad, that retain their abilities - their visions of God’s promise. 

The others try to stop them from naming what they see, But Moses 

allows them to continue. He says, “ Would that all the Lord’s 



people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on 

them!”  

 

 The Gospel passage from Mark for today even reflects this 

same hope, That whoever is not against working for the Kingdom 

of God, Is for it. When I thought about these things together, I 

began to see how they made sense, And then I realized it’s also 

Stewardship Sunday. At first I confess again, i was stumped, But 

then I realized that in order to make the connection between what 

it means to be a prophet, And the practice of stewardship, All we 

have to do is look to the Collect of the Day.  

 

 To me, it’s petition summarizes the spiritual potential Of 

where we stand this day. I want to read you the original english 

translation of today’s collect From the 1549 Book of Common 

Prayer: Give unto us abundantly thy grace that we, Running to thy 

promises, May be made partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  

 

 The common theme in today's lessons is one of abundance: 

Abundance in what Moses says: “would that all the Lord’s people 

were prophets.” Abundance in what Jesus says: “Do not stop them! 

Whoever is not against us, is for us.”  Abundance is the way of 

God, And in our lives of faith We are reminded from where that 

abundance comes, And to where it points us.  

 

 The thing I love about abundance is that in the life of God, 

Abundance is something that we all have access to. God is 

abundant in love, grace, and life, And as God’s people we are 



called into that abundance As we seek to follow God through Jesus 

Christ.  In Christ, our abundance is now one of the Spirit, A Spirit 

that calls us into a new way of being, A new way of living, A way of 

visioning and participating in our lives of common prayer and 

service, In order to advance the Kingdom of God. 

 

 The visions that were once given for just a moment are 

now given eternally. The prophecies that were given scarcely are 

now given in abundance. And they are not ours to keep for 

ourselves, But ours to give to the world. We are reminded that 

prophesy, stewardship, and discipleship Are all connected to one 

another In the way that they encourage us to place ourselves - our 

souls and bodies, And everything we have, On the line for the 

Kingdom of God. Give your time, your talent, your treasure, Give 

abundantly, And what you shall receive will be so much more than 

you can ask for or imagine.  

 

 Back to the collect: May we give as prophets in this day and 

age “That we may become partakers of God’s heavenly treasure” - 

God’s Kingdom.  

 

 And so, I wonder, As we renew our commitment of 

stewardship together, do we truly believe that we are working 

toward something greater, As visioners for God’s Beloved 

Community? Do we really believe that we are being called to show 

forth God’s Kingdom in this place - That we might be partakers in 

this treasure? I hope the answer is yes.  

 



 If the answer is yes, I hope we can commit to supporting 

God’s mission in this place by looking at our own gifts, And 

uplifting the gifts of others. I hope we will commit to proclaiming 

the Good News in our own lives, while helping others to do the 

same. I hope that If we - as a community - believe that our work, 

our lives, this place - that all of these things Are grounded in our 

participation in the life of God, I hope that when you have a vision 

for God’s Kingdom in this place, You will not be afraid to 

proclaim it with your voices, And by your actions - together. I hope 

that in place of fear or hesitation You will rejoice that you are 

made worthy to receive these riches, In Baptism, by the power of 

the Spirit.  

 

 And as we rejoice in the richness and abundance of the 

Spirit I hope we will think seriously about how we can give them 

back to God, Regathering ourselves and renewing our faith, 

commitment, our trust in God’s abundant love and grace. May our 

offerings - our prophecies, our stewardship -  be fruitful, to the One 

who calls us by name, And whose spirit has anointed us with the 

power To proclaim Good News, In order to Transform our own 

piece of Creation from day to day, Into the fullness of God’s 

Kingdom, On earth as it is in Heaven.  

 

“Would that all the Lord’s people would be Prophets 

and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!” 

 

In the Name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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