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Thus freely loved, though fully known, may I in Christ be 
free; to welcome and accept his own as Christ accepted me.  
In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
This week we continue reading from the Gospel of 
Mark. Last week we considered the way faith and acts, 
or good works are related. I believe that at this point 
we are meant to come to the conclusion, that the 
human body is not irrelevant to faith, but deeply 
connected to its purpose and practice in the world. 
We are reminded that how we find ourselves, who we 
are, and where we are situated has a lot to do, with 
the way we experience our lives of faith, as leaders 
and practitioners, alike.  
 
Last week, Jesus made his case in the midst of the 
Pharisees and scribes.  In the middle of his own 
religious leaders and practitioners, he rejects their 
limited notions as to what makes a good follower of 
faith.  
 
Now we find Jesus removing himself from his own, 
and heading into a new region. Jesus enters the 
region of Tyre, a district beyond Judea,  mainly 
inhabited by gentiles -  Tyre, now in modern day 
Lebanon was, before Jesus’ day, a part of the Seleucid 
Empire, but around the time of Jesus’ became a part 
of the Roman Empire. It’s relationship to Judea from 
a Jewish perspective, would have been one of alien 



status, being on the outside.  
 
Oddly so, Jesus seems to go here alone, perhaps to 
escape completely the demands of his ministry. 
Nonetheless, he is noticed by the Syrophoenician 
woman - a gentile. Mark’s Gospel highlights this 
instance in a rather abrupt way. Confronted by the 
Syropheonician woman, who begs him to heal her 
daughter, Jesus rejects her completely upon first 
encounter.  
 
I often wonder why Jesus rejects her. Not unlike a 
similar story in the Gospel of John where Jesus 
encounters the Samaritan Woman at the well, he is 
harsh, rude, and borderline offensive.  
 
What I believe this lesson in the Gospel calls into 
question, is a look at the way our faith lives 
characterize communal and individual relationships 
between those within and those without. In other 
words, this lesson makes me think about the way I am 
called to relate to those who are clearly different from 
me. What I believe Mark is attempting to accomplish 
for his audience is a similar response.  
 
In the Markan community - one of the earlier 
communities of gathered Christians, there was 
certainly conflict between different religious groups, 
both within and beyond the Christian community. 



The Early Church was at the confluence of many 
major practices of faith, Jewish members of the 
Church, Gentile converts to Judaism, Gentiles in the 
Church without prescribing to Jewish custom: they 
would have most likely seen it all, snd no doubt there 
was conflict and adversity between members of the 
Markan faith community.  
 
Our second reading reminds us of the dangers of 
partiality. That is, when we let our prejudices and 
assumptions about others get in the way of our 
service and mission, ee are committing blasphemy - 
which is not good! Not good at all! When our 
prejudices and assumptions about others especially 
those we disagree with - those we can’t stand, whose 
practices have us constantly shaking our heads, whose 
perspectives on social and civic responsibilities - 
whose vote we just don’t get, or whose lives are so 
incredibly different from ours, we couldn’t possibly 
exist in the same circle of understanding, when these 
things keep us from seeing each other for who we are 
- neighbors, beloved children, members of Christs’ 
Body, we have rejected everything Jesus asks from us.  
 
I was talking to the Head of School this week  about 
the ways in which we seek out a greater Good. How 
do we know what is right? How do we create 
community with a shared system of values, in the face 
of so many different lived experiences, lives, 



backgrounds, even faiths. In the midst of diversity 
how to we find common ground?  
 
The Gospel in this case is our guide. Perhaps we can 
see ourselves as not so far off from the Markan 
community - building up a practice of faith by 
following the example of Jesus, or in the case of 
today’s lesson critiquing it carefully and learning from 
it. Maybe at first reading, our lesson is an example of 
what or how not to be?  
 
I do think though, that if we look deeper, we will 
come to the realization that even as Jesus sets himself 
apart from the Syropheonecian woman, in the end he 
extends mercy toward her. And what we learn here is 
that Mercy rooted in humility - the realization of our 
mutual and utter lowliness before God. To practice 
mercy is to build up relationships with others across 
differences, through acts of love and service, therefore 
building up our relationship with God. This is the 
purpose of faith.  
 
We are reminded in our own lives, of the ways that 
we might think of ourselves or the ways in which we 
judge others as undeserving of God’s mercy. And we 
are reminded as we gather here, of our welcome and 
acceptance regardless, alongside those “others” - those 
who are not the same as us, and we are invited - 
commanded - to extend that same invitation, that 
same welcome and acceptance - mercy- to those we 



meet.  
 
One of my favorite prayers in the prayer book is the 
prayer of humble access. If you don’t know it - it is a 
historic prayer of the Church offered in Rite I as a 
communion devotion to be said before approaching 
the altar. Its words allude to Mark 7:28 - included in 
our Gospel lesson today. For me, it is the most 
appropriate posture, not only for the moment of 
receiving Eucharist, but for every moment of grace 
and service which follows.  
 
And so, I wonder will you pray with me:  
 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful 
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold 
and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord 
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell 
in him, and he in us.  
 

Amen. 
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