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I confess that as I prepared preach today, I was not entirely 
sure where to begin. There are so many ways that we can 
read this week’s Scripture into our lives as people of 
faith. The sending out of the seventy, in the Gospel of 
Luke, is one of the great commissions. Jesus has already 
commissioned the 12 disciples to share in his work; and 
know he expands his work, by inviting others into the 
mission. There is one thing about this Gospel text, that 
strikes me in particular, and that is the simple message, that 
the 70 are given - the simple words that Jesus sends them 
with, their  mission statement if you will, to proclaim “The 
Kingdom of God has come near to you.”  
 
This is the Gospel message Jesus gives: The Kingdom of 
God has come near to you. Let’s hold that for a moment. I 
want to change gears slightly for a minute this morning, to 
ask you a few  questions. you can close your eyes if you 
want - reflect with me. Looking into your heart, I wonder - 
when was the first time you received the Gospel? And I 
don’t mean when you simply saw it, or heard it, read it, 
watched it, - when was the first time you received the 
Gospel?  
 
I want you to hear me: when was the first time YOU, in the 
fullness, the messiness, the weirdness, with all the emotions 
and brain stuff, all physicalities and body stuff you can 
think of, when was the first time You received the Gospel,  
for who you truly are?  
 
And to be even more clear I’m talking the Gospel of Jesus,  
That Gospel which says, God sees you, God loves you, God 
holds you, forgives you, cherishes you, desires more 



goodness for you than you can imagine that Gospel which 
says God sent Jesus, to bring us into fullness of life, by his 
own life, death, and resurrection - that Gospel which says 
the light shines in the darkness and the darkness shall not 
over come, that gospel which says you are the light of the 
world, so let it shine! That gospel which says God has given 
you the keys to the Kingdom, that kingdom which has 
come near to you, which includes you and surrounds 
you  and numbers you with the saints. When was the first 
time, you received that Gospel? If you can remember that, I 
wonder how did it make you feel?  
 
This is also to say, that if you haven’t received these things,  
I am sorry. And, it starts today. So, to bring us back into 
the moment, in our reading of the Scriptures today, and in 
our life of common prayer, and service, yhis is the gospel 
that is at stake. By my count, there are few who bear it. I’ll 
say even this, that sometimes on a low Sunday or 
weekday, it is discouraging to see so many empty pews. In a 
conversation with Mother Stacey this week, we remarked 
that it is easy to long for the so called glory days - full pews, 
packed churches. But to be honest I find myself 
wondering, even if we were great in numbers, remembering 
that it was indeed only 70, plus 12 disciples, and one 
Jesus according to Luke who got the ball rolling, even if we 
were great in numbers, should the measure of our 
mission, be taken by our metrics or our message.  
 
I ask this to say, rhat there is a lot of noise coming from the 
so-called Church right now. There is a lot of “Gospel 
talk” and not a lot of “Gospel walk” so to speak. As I think 
of current events in this country and in this world, It is 



true, that one does not need to identify as a Christian in 
order to respond to the atrocities we see. If fact,  it could be 
said - certainly that so called Christ followers, and a pseudo-
gospel are the reason behind so much of the pain, and 
suffering, that has been felt among us in recent months and 
years.  
 
Perhaps it is no wonder then, that the true count of 
laborers is so few, snd the work is so plentiful. It is no 
wonder then that the world continues to reject, what it 
perceives to be the message of Jesus, a message of exclusion, 
hatred, false judgment, wickedness, hardness of heart, 
vanity, which could not be farther from the heart of God.  
 
We can not let a perversion of Christ’s Gospel, drive the 
narrative, here - For our own sake, for the sake of the 
world, and for the sake of him who loves us, and who’s 
Gospel commands us to “love one another, as I have loved 
you.”  
 
I preached last week at a friend’s wedding, that the phrase 
“you reap what you sow” (which comes also from our 
Galatians reading) Is often used as a source of rebuke, but I 
find that it can also be a form of encouragement. If we 
believe this word to be true, what we have is before us then 
is both a promise, and a commission. It also fits nicely 
within our agricultural theme of the day.  
 
The temptation here, which I believe Paul is warning  the 
Galatians about, is to respond to the perversion of Christ 
which surrounds us in such a way that condemns 
inappropriately. Now, I want you to hear me, feeling a 



sense of frustration is not bad, naming our anger is not 
evil, and bringing those things to the work before us is not 
a sin. But we can not dwell on these thoughts alone. 
 
For every ounce of contempt we feel, we must sow 
compassion. For every taste of bitterness, we must delight 
in the sweetness of the Spirit, for every blow of pain and 
sorrow, we must bear up joy and gladness, and for every 
moment of rage, we must remember to proclaim 
resurrection. For how else will the world know that God is 
good, that this here, set before us, is for them too.  
 
We must remember that the Law of Christ in casting down 
the mighty, in humbling the proud, in hurling down 
Satan, is not made manifest in that they are made lower 
than we, by human vengeance, because let us be clear in 
naming that the evils of this world are here before us and 
among us - right at eye level - but instead the Law of Christ 
is made clear to us in what is lifted up, snd this is our 
task; yhis is what we are called to do always, snd especially 
in times like these: to bear each other up above the 
darkness and devastation, and into the realm of glory, can 
be the difference between life and death.  
 
Against all of the evils that surround us, the world will only 
know us by our mercy, by our kindness, by our gentleness,  
by our patience, by our wisdom, by our labors which bring 
the light and love of Christ, tangibly into Creation.  
 
The world will know us fully, when we walk into the dens 
of snakes and scorpions, and with outstretched arms to 
comfort the suffering, with extended hands to feed and to 



clothe, the hungry and the poor, with open ears to listen to 
the sorrowful, and open eyes to cherish the forgotten, with 
open lips to rebuke the demons, as well as to proclaim the 
presence of God, as we say in all these things by word and 
deed “Peace be with you. The Kingdom of God has come 
near to you.”  
 
We must stand firm in faith, and together in love, not just 
here within these walls, but out in the world, if we are to 
truly work for God’s Kingdom, and remind others that, the 
assertion of control and oppression, the erasure of the 
fullness of human goodness, dignity, and 
autonomy,  ignorance to suffering,  and indifference to 
injustice, these are not the way of Jesus. We can not afford 
to sit idle any longer, We can not afford to wait for a more 
perfect time - to take up our cause, to take up our Cross 
and bear the Good News. The time is now.  
 
We all have a part to play in the work which lies ahead  
- be it big or small, nothing is insignificant in the 
proclamation of the True Gospel. Serve God around this 
altar, worship him with your bodies in the streets, proclaim 
Christ’s compassion by volunteering, rejoice in the 
generosity of the Spirit by giving freely, show mercy in 
words of forgiveness, and if none of the these things seem 
sure for you, then pray diligently with all the angels and 
saints who surround you and compel you in faithfulness.  
 
If we were ever sheep among wolves, we are so in this 
present time. But Beloved, let us be assured that Jesus, our 
Shepherd remains, to guide us onward as Lord of the 
harvest. And as Paul reminds us, “let us not grow weary in 



doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we 
do not give up.” The reward is plenty, in knowing that 
many will receive the same Jesus who we take up in this 
place.  
 
Let us make haste with carefulness and compassion,  and 
go into our fields with kindness, and bearing the Cross of 
Jesus, let us attest only to the life of him who taught, and 
healed, and fed, and comforted, and welcomed, who lived 
and died and rose again for us, each and every one, that we 
might proclaim his love to the world, and renew the face of 
the earth.  
 
Beloved in Christ; That is who we are, and who we are - 
the world needs now more than ever. So let us go now on 
our way. we have work to do: In the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
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