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Jesus sometimes responds with stories rather than statements; 

today is an example. One man says that his brother is 

receiving a larger share of an inheritance. It could be that this 

is a younger brother. Older sons did receive a double portion 

of the inheritance at that time. Maybe this is a younger son 

saying: that law in Deuteronomy is not fair. Or it could be a 

personal dispute. How many families are divided by 

inheritance issues? Whatever the specifics, it is framed as an 

issue of fairness and Jesus accepts that framing. Yet Jesus’ 

response - this parable about bigger barns and death – doesn’t 

answer that family justice question in the way it is asked. 

Instead Jesus asks an even bigger question.   

 

Jesus asks: what is the meaning of your life? Jesus asks: how is 

it with your soul? Jesus implies that even if we have a 

legitimate grievance against a family member – even if we are 

treated unfairly – we have a choice in our response. What 

happens if we become consumed by resentment? What 

happens if the dispute is resolved and we receive the money 

after all? Jesus’ question to us is the same: where is your 

deepest treasure? Where does your soul dwell?  

 

 



The Scriptures are generally critical of rich people who do not 

use their resources to help the poor. But the eat, drink, be 

merry philosophy is not in itself wrong or unfaithful. The 

Hebrew Scriptures say more than once that enjoying God’s 

good gifts is appropriate. Jesus asks: where is the tipping 

point?  

 

This week I had a meeting in a corporate office in the 

financial district. Amazing views looking down over the 

Empire State building; marble in the lobbies; floor to ceiling 

windows. The best tech and staff kitchen and artwork and 

office furniture. I thought: this is corporate America at its 

most glamorous and enticing. In truth, most of us like nice 

things – I know I do! There are always more nice things to 

catch our eye. Material goods, travel. Our culture encourages 

us to consume, consume. Stash some away. Consume some 

more. What does that do to our view of ourselves? The 

implication is that our lives are to produce, produce, 

produce… In order to consume. 

 

I want to highlight something in the Greek text here. Where 

it says: your life is being demanded of you, the literal Greek is 

“they demand” [your life of you]. Who is doing the 



demanding? It could be God, the angels, or, as suggested by 

some scholars, the “they” could be your possessions. Meaning: 

“Tonight your possessions will claim your life”. Our 

consumption can kill us. We can understand this in many 

ways. Climate change for one. I wonder if you saw the New 

Yorker article “Fahrenheit 121”, about the lethal heat in India. 

Birds are falling from the sky in India this summer. Our 

collective consumption is killing the world’s poorest people. 

The Chief Medical Officer of the Civil Hospital in Palwal, 

near Delhi says: “We have damaged the environment so 

much. Now the environment is damaging us”.  

 

Jesus warns us against all kinds of greed. What are our greeds? 

We usually think of greed as material desire. Perhaps we are 

really hungry for something else? We may be greedy for the 

illusion of security, protection from resources. We may be 

greedy for more youth; we anxiously apply remedies to 

combat our gray hairs and wrinkles. We may be greedy for the 

choices and freedom that resources can buy. We can quit 

doing something we hate but have to do for a paycheck. Like 

the wealthy farmer, we could retire early. We may be greedy 

for less responsibility and more leisure.  



We humans tend to want more. Of everything, of life itself. 

Thinking about Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden: we 

could see the “original sin” as simply wanting more. They are 

only content for a time. We can see in our original parents 

growing discontent with the paradise God has given. We 

resist limits, we resist our creatureliness, we resist what is. It 

causes us great unhappiness, it makes us restless and greedy 

and needy. As St. Augustine of Hippo famously says: O Lord 

you have made us for yourself and our hearts are restless until they 

rest in You. Only God can calm that more, more, more in us.  

 

Jesus offers us this alternative perspective on life itself: being 

content with what we have, even when others have more, 

even when the days God gives us are all spent. Paul writes: I 

have learned to be content with whatever I have…[with] little…[with 

plenty. My seminary dean used to say to us: you will be happier 

in ministry if you can follow Paul’s advice. Learn to be 

content with your situation. Do not compare your life to 

others. Learn to love working weekends and odd hours and 

don’t be envious. Focus on the good you can do. He was 

right.  



Be on your guard against all kinds of greed. Be content with what 

we have. What a radical perspective. 

 

I think we all know what it feels like to be in danger of losing 

our soul. We all have our greeds. We also all have the 

opposite, our spiritual longings. The things that most feed 

our soul are not usually things. This week we celebrated the 

feast day of Johann Sebastian Bach on Thursday at our 

midday Mass. When I majored in classical music at college, a 

cousin who was majoring in chemistry said to me: “Music is a 

Mickey Mouse subject”. When I asked what he meant he said: 

“Music doesn’t produce or make anything”. How do you put 

a price on the beauty Bach brought into the world through 

music? All skills are valuable, but our souls are beyond price.  

 

This week I was speaking with someone who has just started a 

new job in business management. As a person of faith, he sees 

his work and how he accomplishes it as a calling. I am 

motivated by opportunity to serve, he says. This goes to the 

heart of what Jesus is talking about. What is our piece of 

God’s work on earth? How can we serve God through the 

resources of time, talent and treasure God has given us? 

When our life is laid out before us, how will our decisions 



today appear in the light of eternity? Expedient? Self-serving? 

Wise? Generous? We are created for more than bigger barns. 

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 

earth, for [we have died and been raised with Christ] and our life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 

 

AMEN  
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