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And Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom 

was of this world, My followers would be fighting to keep me from 

being handed over. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 

 

In the name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 

Today the church lifts up the last Sunday of the liturgical year. 

Next week we begin again with the season of Advent. Today’s feast 

is not an ancient one, rather it was first introduced only 100 years 

ago in Rome, and adapted throughout the Catholic tradition by 

1970. The occasion of the last Sunday after epiphany, as the Feast 

of Christ the King, sits well in the liminal space between what is 

old, and what is new, what has been and what is yet to come.  

 

As we worship today I have two questions, which I think are posed 

by this day, that I want to reflect on with you all. First is: what is 

this Kingship of Jesus? The idea of the kingship of God can be 

found in some of the earliest writings of the Old Testament - the 

Hebrew Bible. The psalms especially, describe God as kingly in 

power and might, seated on a throne, leading over the people of 

Israel in battle and in judgment. Indeed this conflation of deity 

and monarch is seen in other religious and spiritual traditions as 

well. Most notably in the context of the early church  - the 

Romans, who declared their emperor as both ruler and God over 

the people.  

 

We find this imagery compelling to the Gospel writers - captured 

especially in the way Jesus Christ enters Jerusalem before his death.  



:ikewise the prophets proclaim the idea of the Messiah, who will be 

a common notion in the weeks to come, that God would send his 

beloved, to rule the world in judgment, drawing all things to 

himself in power and glory. The kingly Messiah brings freedom, 

peace, and justice, out of captivity, violence, and oppression.  

 

In the face of these realities, Jesus’ life and ministry points us to an 

entirely new vision of governance. It is one that inverts the order of 

the world, where the one who comes to rule does so by serving, 

and giving. In a world plagued with violence, Destruction, hate, 

Oppression, hunger, sickness, the rule of Jesus is the path to 

freedom from all of these things. It is not the power of might and 

dominion that delivers us from these things, but instead the power 

of compassion and care for one another. This is the kingship of 

Jesus.  

 

If we then are subjects of God through baptism, then this is the 

way - the way of compassion and care - that we are called to Hail 

him as our King. And so with this in mind, my second question: 

what is life without Jesus?  

 

What if there was no Jesus? I’d like you to reflect with me for a 

moment: If there was no Jesus who would we be? What would our 

lives look like? If there was no Jesus we would not be here. This 

block would not be full of richness in spirit, nor the hearing of 

scripture, nor the learning of God’s love. If there was no Jesus,  

there would be no feeding of the hungry. If there was no Jesus,  

there would be no healing and wholeness for the sick. If there was 



no Jesus there would be no hope for the living and the dead,  no 

open doors to welcome the stranger, no light in the darkness, no 

life inside the tomb, no new beginnings, no forgiveness, no God 

with us. Truly, What would your life look like if there was no 

Jesus? Would it be upended? Would you weep? Or would you go 

about your day, mindless to the absence of such a love in the 

world. Would it change nothing?  

 

To say that Jesus is King, means that the Gospel has governance 

over our lives. Christ the King is about the ordering of our lives, 

The orientation of who we are, springing from the waters of 

baptism; and aimed at the altar of God. If the idea of a Christ-less 

world represents little change, little difference, little shift in the 

perspective of our daily lives, then we have become lost, and we did 

not truly even know Him. If the idea of a world without Jesus 

means we can bear the thought of carrying on without him, then 

we were never his disciples. Yet even if and when we find ourselves 

there, in that low low place, though there is good news. Because we 

know that there is a Jesus, who loves, and heals, and feeds, and 

calls to each of us, and welcomes us to his fold. And he is with us, 

and he will be with us, as long as we testify to this truth.  

 

On this feast of Christ the King, we are here at a liminal space, 

where we can turn away from Christ, or we can hail him as the 

King, who rules over the thoughts of out hearts, the words of our 

lips, and the deeds of our hands. We can testify to the truth of 

God with us by the lives we live, or we can hold Christ captive, 

suppressed, bound in the chains of selfish sin. And still we must 

trust by faith, that even then when we fall short, God will bring us 



together when he comes again into our world with glory. In all the 

ways we neglect to crown him Lord of All, and in the ways we seek 

to give him glory, may Christ the king of kings, the lord of lords, 

Have mercy upon us.  

 

In the name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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