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Luke’s gospel sets John the Baptist’s ministry clearly 

within history: we have rulers, governors, high priests, 

and dates. Historians know that some of the historical 

dates in Luke may be a little off, but setting the historical 

context is important to Luke. The prophets, like Malachi, 

like Isaiah, foretold of a messenger from God. This is 

when it happened, this is how it happened, when God 

acted within our world. It was a terrible time for the 

Hebrew people. A time when they couldn’t even govern 

themselves. A time when political expediency and 

corruption and cruel suppression was the norm. In this 

dark time, the Word of God came to John the Baptist in 

the wilderness: Prepare the Way of the Lord.  

 

John’s message is not: I am preparing the way of the 

Lord; please get out of the way. John’s message is an 

invitation and command. Grammatically it is an 

imperative. (You all) Prepare the way of the Lord… Everyone 

who hears this. I think this is about more than preparing 

the way for Jesus in Bethlehem. I think it is for us today 

also. I mean: Has the Kingdom of God come yet? Is the 



mission fulfilled? Are the rough places made smooth? Are 

the valleys filled and made level? Is the beloved 

community realized, where all have enough, where the 

dignity of every human being is honored? Is there justice 

and peace among all people? Surely, the mission is not yet 

fulfilled, and the command stands. 

 

Preparing the way of the Lord is about social and 

economic justice. Yet as we try to prepare the way of the 

Lord in the world, we also need to prepare the way in our 

own hearts this Advent. The first thing in preparing the 

Way of the Lord is the Lord.  

 

How is it with your soul this Advent? How are you? Many 

report exhaustion. Many are feeling pretty hopeless, 

including people of all faiths and none. Faith doesn’t 

magically insulate us from any part of human experience. 

Even if people are busy, underneath the surface we can 

frequently hear a narrative of fear and even despair. I 

have heard people say – as I am sure you have too: 

“Everything is headed in the wrong direction”. As though 



COVID and omicron isn’t enough to deal with, as 

though racism and economic suffering aren’t enough to 

keep chipping away at, there is a sword of Damocles 

hanging over the whole world. Climate change. I am 

reading and hearing that we have maybe a generation or 

two at most left of settled patterns of life as we have 

known it. Even if we personally don’t become climate 

refugees, many around the world will. We are living in 

frightening times. No wonder we seek distraction from 

our anxieties. We crave diversion when we are anxious or 

lonely or feeling powerless to change things. TikTok, 

flash mobs, online entertainments, pop up shops, 

Instagram, quicker, more. Buzzy distractions. When we 

turn those off, we feel empty. What’s the next thing? 

Where’s the party now? 

 

Today I invite us to turn our attention to the location of 

the gospel, and what it says to us about God. “Location, 

location, location”, as the real estate mantra goes. Luke 

locates the gospel in history. The gospel locates John in 

the wilderness. John has a wilderness diet; he has made 



his home in the wilderness. Isn’t that where we are, the 

wilderness? As a global community, as a nation, as people 

living in these times.  

 

We don’t run to the wilderness, we run from it. Yet John 

the Baptist reminds us that the way of the Lord often 

starts in the desert. The people cannot in fact hear John 

the Baptist in the city, in the place of diversion and 

distraction. They must go out to the wilderness. John is 

not speaking from the Jerusalem Temple or any other 

power center where important news is supposed to come 

from. Maybe those places are too self-important or 

distracting and noisy to hear God? When God chooses 

John, God chooses the wilderness.  

 

In fact, God often chooses the wilderness. God dwells 

with the people of Israel in the desert all the way to the 

Promised Land. God guides through the desert. We 

think of Mt. Sinai where Moses receives the Law, a 

remote and high desert mountain. God is not afraid of 

the wilderness. We think of the temptation of Jesus: the 



wilderness is not only where Jesus encounters Satan, it is 

also where Satan is shut down by Jesus. God habitually 

moves from margins to center, from desert to palaces. 

God chooses unlikely places and unlikely people - 

foreigners, women, tax collectors, lepers, a poor teenage 

girl named Mary - to reveal his presence and healing 

blessing.    

 

Advent says to us: be in the wilderness, don’t run from it. 

Don’t be afraid. Not everything is up to us. God is 

already here. Stay in the desert and listen. The wilderness 

is a place of revelation and new life. God is among us. 

God is present now in Word and Sacrament. God is 

always coming to us. Always making a way within our 

fearful, weary hearts. God is preparing the way even now, 

even today, in us.  

 

God comes into the desert of our heart when we ask, and 

before we ask and even when we don’t ask. I encourage 

each of us to make more time for Jesus this Advent. To 

make ourselves more available to God. Let us make more 



time for prayer with our fellow believers so that we can 

strengthen and encourage each other in these difficult 

times. Come to daily Mass. Attend daily prayer online; 

pray privately and around the table at home. Light 

Advent candles. Make time for spiritual reading, perhaps 

some daily meditations. Your clergy are always happy to 

offer recommendations and I will add some within this 

text when it goes online. 

 

There is no-one else who can anchor our lives in hope 

and peace like Jesus. A moment spent with Jesus in 

prayer and worship is never wasted. Jesus gives hope 

when all seems to be hopeless. Jesus will always be light of 

the world and our path in the wilderness. Let us draw 

near with faith. God is always faithful to us, and we will 

find him near this Advent.  

 

AMEN 
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