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Are We Living in the End Times? 
Session 1: Are we in the last days? Some approaches to an answer 

 
I. Yes, we are in the last days because the Messiah has already come (Hebrews 1:1;  

1 Peter 1:20-21) 
 
 

II. Yes, we are, and No, we are not! 
 

A. The destruction of the Jerusalem temple is an eschatological event (Daniel 9:24-27;  
Matthew 24:1-14) 

Jesus’ disciples assume (based on Daniel 9:26) that the destruction of the temple by the Romans is 
an eschatological (“end-times”) event. 

 
B. The “beginning of birth pangs” are eschatological but do not signal the very end of the age.  

In Matthew 24:4-14, Jesus describes a series of catastrophes associated with the destruction of the 
temple that are typical of the church age but that do not in themselves signal the very end of the 
age. He calls them “the beginning of birth pangs.” 

 
C. The very end of the age is signaled by the Abomination of Desolation and the unprecedented 

persecution (Matthew 24:15-31) 
 

1. The Seventy Weeks of Daniel will complete the restoration of Israel to God (Daniel 9:24) 
 

2. Messiah will come and Jerusalem and its temple will be destroyed after 69 weeks but before 
the 70th (Daniel 9:25-26) 

 
3. The 70th week will begin when the “prince to come” (an imperial figure from the Roman people 

whom we refer to as the Antichrist) makes a covenant with Israel. In the middle of the week he 
breaks the covenant, defiling the Jerusalem temple and setting up the Abomination of 
Desolation (Daniel 9:27; cf. Daniel 7:8, 25). Then begins an unprecedented persecution of Israel 
(Daniel 12:1, 7, 9-11; 7:21, 25). The week ends when the Son of Man comes and destroys the 
Antichrist (Daniel 9:27; 7:9-14, 21-22). 
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III. Systems of Preterism and Supersessionism.  
 

A. A few reasons for the preterist view (that all the events of Daniel 9, Matthew 24, and Revelation 
were fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem) 

1. They don’t see a gap between the end of Daniel’s 69th week and the beginning of the 70th. This 
allows the destruction of the temple by the Romans to be the Abomination of Desolation. Thus, 
for them all of Matthew 24 is about the destruction of the temple. 

2. They understand Matthew 24:33-34, where Jesus says that the disciples will witness “all these 
things” to confirm this.  

3. They understand the New Testament to teach that the church has replaced Israel as God’s 
people. This is a position called “supersessionism”; the church supersedes Israel in God’s plan. 
This has the effect of asserting that the Messianic kingdom was established in the church and 
will not find any further, literal fulfillment in Israel. 

 
B. Postmillennialism and Amillennialism 

1. Postmillennialism (Jesus returns after the 1000-year Messianic Kingdom, or “Millennium,” on 
earth)  

Postmillennialism teaches that the church is the Messianic Kingdom, and its job is to preach the 
gospel and influence society, ultimately by legislation, until the whole world, religiously, 
socially, and politically is under the rule of Christ. It looks forward to a day when there will be a 
literal, “Messianic” kingdom on earth, when all the nations of the earth as nations are 
submitted to the Lordship of Christ. Jesus will be in heaven, but his kingdom will be on earth. 
That is the millennium. Then, after some extended period of time, Jesus will return to earth, 
judge the living and the dead, and establish the new creation. 

 
2. Amillennialism (Jesus returns after the 1000-year Messianic Kingdom, or “Millennium,” in 

heaven) 

Not all amillennialists are strict preterists. In amillennialism, the Messianic Kingdom is not a 
future, earthly, political reality, it’s a spiritual reality and has been happening in heaven ever 
since Jesus’s ascension in the first century. The kingdom advances on earth only in the sense of 
people believing the gospel. It’s only when a believer dies that he or she actually enters Christ’s 
eternal kingdom. Like postmillennialism, amillennialism teaches that at some point in the 
future, Jesus will return and establish the new creation.   

 
C. Problems with Preterism and Supersessionism 

1. There is strong biblical evidence that the church has not replaced Israel (e.g., Romans 11:28-29;  
Isaiah 54:4-10). 
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2. This suggests that God’s promise of a future Messianic kingdom in a restored nation of Israel is 
to be expected (so Acts 1:6). 
 

3. That’s also why the second coming is so important. The second coming of Christ is important 
not because it ENDS his messianic reign, but because it brings Christ’s Messianic reign to its 
fulfillment as a literal, earthly reality. This approach is called “premillennialism,” Jesus returns 
before the millennium.  

 
IV. Conclusion 

 
A. Are we in the last days? Yes and no.  

1. Yes  

A type of the end-time events occurred in the destruction of Jerusalem. The restoration of 
Israel began in the first coming of Christ with Jesus’s Jewish disciples and continues as Jews turn 
to their Messiah. It’s begun among the nations as Gentiles turn to the Jewish Messiah. The 
church is not Israel but a proleptic manifestation of the Messianic Kingdom, it’s the place where 
the Messiah is at present ruling over the redeemed of Israel and where Gentiles have turned to 
worship God in submission to the Messiah.  

2. No 

The final manifestation of the end-time events and the fullness of the Messianic Kingdom 
awaits the second coming, when Antichrist will pursue his career and when Jesus will return to 
destroy him and to extend God’s reign, not just spiritually, but in a literal geopolitical kingdom 
centered in Jerusalem over the entire earth, over all the nations, eventually leading to the new 
creation.  

 
B.  Are things getting closer to the return of Christ?  

The world is getting closer to being able to fulfill all that the Bible talks about with regard to the rise 
of Antichrist and the establishment of the Messianic kingdom. It’s getting closer technologically and 
geopolitically, even though nothing specific has happened yet to signal that we’re at the very end.  
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Are We Living in the End Times? 
Session 2: Eleven Things That Will Occur in Relation to the Return of Christ 

 
1. Prior to the return of Christ at the end of the age, the nation of Israel will return to its land. (Isaiah 35:10; 

66:20; Jeremiah 32:37; Ezekiel 20:33-44; 36-37; Zephaniah 3:20; Zechariah 8:7)  
 

• The Old Testament prophets predicted a time when God would reunite the twelve tribes of Israel, who 
had been sent into exile for their unfaithfulness to YHWH, and return them to their land. At that time, 
God would restore his relationship with them and give them the gift of His Spirit. They would also be 
ruled by the Messiah and be the locus for the Gentile nations worshipping YHWH.  

• These prophecies weren’t fulfilled in the return from the Babylonian exile. 
• The return to the land in 1948 is probably a significant step toward the fulfillment of these prophecies. 

 
2. Prior to the return of Christ at the end of the age, a world ruler will arise who will make a covenant with 

Israel (Daniel 9:27; cf. Daniel 7:24-25; Revelation 17:12-13) 
 

• The covenant may involve some solution to the Mideast crisis  
 
3. Prior to the return of Christ at the end of the age, a Jewish temple will be built in Jerusalem  

(Matthew 24:15; Daniel 9:27; 2 Thessalonians 2:4) 
 

• The prophecy of the Abomination of Desolation requires the temple to be rebuilt 
• This would take an act of unparalleled diplomacy or brute force 

 
4. Prior to the return of Christ at the end of the age, the world ruler will demand universal worship  

(Daniel 11:36; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4; Revelation 13:11-17) 
 

• Antichrist takes his seat or sets up his statue in the temple and demands worship as God 
• Related to recovery from a fatal assassination attempt 
• Accompanied by extremely deceptive, satanically inspired  
• Anyone who refuses to worship the Antichrist will be killed. 

 
5. Prior to the return of Christ at the end of the age, Jews and Christians will be severely persecuted  

(Matthew 24:21; Daniel 12:1; Daniel 7:21; Revelation 13:7) 
 

• This occurs immediately following the Abomination of Desolation 
 
6. Prior to the return of Christ at the end of the age, the church will be gathered to heaven by Christ  

(Matthew 24:29-31; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; Revelation 7:10-14; 14:14-16; 15:2-4) 
 

• The dead in Christ will be raised, and all Christians, living and dead, will take on a glorified, immortal 
mode of existence 

• The timing of this event in relation to Daniel’s 70th week is controversial 
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7. Prior to the return of Christ at the end of the age, God will cause cataclysmic judgments to fall on earth 
and on the kingdom of the Antichrist (Matthew 24:29; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10; 
Revelation 6:12-17; 8-9; 16) 

 
• This is the Day of the Lord (or the Great Day of the Wrath of God and of the Lamb) 

 
8. Prior to the return of Christ at the end of the age, a coalition of nations led by the world ruler will gather 

against Israel (Isaiah 13:4; 24:21-23; Hosea 10:10; Joel 3; Zephaniah 3:8; Zechariah 12:3; 14:2;  
Revelation 16:12-16; cf. Daniel 11:36-45; Ezekiel 38) 

 
• Revelation calls this the Battle of Har-Magedon. 
• It ends with the return of Christ 
• Details of eschatological war(s) are somewhat speculative 

The Antichrist will form a coalition with 10 “kings” (Daniel 7:24; Revelation 17:12-17).  He will “subdue” 
(assassinate?) three of these governments or rulers. 

The coalition will destroy the capital city or seat of power (Revelation 17:16; 16:19?). It is not clear 
whether this occurs before or as a result of the battle of Har-Magedon. 

The Antichrist will make an attack on North Africa (Daniel 11:42-43). This may be in response to the Gog 
coalition attacking Israel. 

The Antichrist’s interests in Israel will then be threatened by armies from the north and east  
(Daniel 11:44). This may include the attack of Gog (if that didn’t precipitate the North African 
campaign). The Antichrist will then return to Israel, where he will be destroyed. This is presumably the 
battle of Har-Magedon. 

Revelation 16:12 implies that the kings of the east will advance on Jerusalem prior to the battle of Har-
Magedon. This may be part of the “rumors from the east” that will draw the prince to come from 
North Africa into Israel. 

 
9. At the return of Christ at the end of the age, the nations gathered against Israel, including the world ruler, 

will be destroyed (Zechariah 12:9; 14:12-15; Revelation 17:12-14; 19:19-21) 
 

• This will happen at the end of the Battle of Har-Magedon 
 
10. At the return of Christ at the end of the age, surviving Jews will turn to Christ as their Savior and 

Messiah (Zechariah 12:10; Romans 11:26; Revelation 11:13) 
 
11. At the return of Christ at the end of the age, God’s kingdom of righteousness, peace, and justice will be 

established (Isaiah 11; 65:13-25; Revelation 20:4-6) 
 

• This Messianic Kingdom includes unredeemed people and death (Psalm 2; Isaiah 65:20) 
• This Messianic Kingdom will eventually give way to the New Creation (1 Corinthians 15:28;  

Revelation 21:9-22:6) 


