
WEEK 2 • JAN 15



NORTHSHORE’S COMPELLING STATEMENT: Hope changes everything.

ICE BREAKER: Share a time (other than marriage) that you made a serious vow or 
commitment.

BACKGROUND
This week we will be looking at the childhood of Samuel, starting with the story of Hannah, 
whose story follows a similar pattern as the story of Mary. Mary trusts God to give her a 
son by immediately believing the words of His messenger, Gabriel, that she would bear a 
child. She believes that her son is the Son of the Most High God, who ultimately belongs to 
God. In a similar manner, Hannah believes that God is able to provide her a son, which she 
desperately wants, and she faithfully commits to give him back to the Lord (1 Samuel 1:10). 
After God answers her prayer, she presents her son “to the house of the LORD at Shiloh” 
(v. 25), and she prays a song to God.

Songs are sprinkled throughout the Bible and are written with a variety of themes. Many 
are written like stories, used to recount significant events and recall God’s deliverance, 
which would teach and remind the next generation of God’s great works. When Mary 
goes to see Elizabeth, she glorifies God in a song, and her spirit rejoices in Him for His 
kindness to her and for His help towards Israel. She praises God for humbling the proud 
and exalting the humble (Luke 1:46-55). Her song closely reflects Hannah’s song, both of 
which are written as a result of bearing sons given by God for the sake of His people.

Just as Hannah’s song is like a precursor to Mary’s song, Hannah’s son, Samuel, also acts as 
a foreshadowing of Jesus. Samuel leads Israel as a judge, intercedes for them as a priest, 
and speaks to them on behalf of God as a prophet. Jesus ultimately and perfectly fulfills 
these roles as our king, priest, and prophet, and as Samuel helped establish the temporary 
kingdom in Israel, Jesus is now establishing the eternal kingdom of God. In this lesson, 
we will take a close look at Samuel’s upbringing during the time of a corrupt priesthood.

REVIEW
What was meaningful from the above context or the sermon from last Sunday?



HEAD LEVEL: These questions help us to examine what the Word tells us.

1. What were the three feasts that all the men of Israel were required to attend? 
(See Deuteronomy 16:16-17.)

2. Compare the births of Sampson (Judges 13:1-5) and Samuel (1 Samuel 1:1, 11).
3. What is the Nazarite Vow? (See Numbers 6:1-21.) How does this compare to 

Hannah’s vow for Samuel?
4. Samuel’s first prophecy from the Lord confirmed the judgment on Eli and his 

family (1 Samuel 2:27-36). What was significant about a new prophet at that 
time? (See 1 Samuel 3:1.)

5. What does it mean that none of Samuel’s words fell to the ground? 
(See 1 Samuel 3:19, 9:6.)

KEY VERSE: 1 Samuel 3:19
And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.

READ: 1 Samuel 1-3

HEART LEVEL: These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

1. Hannah commits Samuel to a lifetime of service to the Lord before he is even 
conceived. How does this compare to our commitment to God today?

2. God curses Eli and his family for their sins. What does that show us about the 
accountability of spiritual leaders and the standards God has for them?  
(See James 3:1.)

3. How does your willingness, or refusal, to answer God’s call impact those around 
you?



HANDS LEVEL: These questions help us commit to a next step and live it out in our everyday lives.

1. What areas of your life have you dedicated to the Lord? How is He using you?
2. Where is God giving you warning or correction in your life? How are you 

changing course to follow His calling?
3. Are you being nudged to do some new ministry for God’s people? How will you 

decide what to do in response to this call?

Next Week’s Life Group: The Life of David (1 Samuel 8-10)

MEMORY VERSE: 1 Samuel 2:2
“There is none holy like the Lord: for there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God.”

PRAYER REQUESTS  
(Please remember that these requests are confidential and need to stay within the group.)


