
 
 

Reflection and Discussion 
Sermon Series Tough Questions 
Sermon Title Can We Take the Bible Literally? 
Bible Texts  2 Timothy 3:10-17 
Date   October 2, 2022 

CONNECT - Getting to know one another 
Question 1: Which version of the Bible is your favorite? Why? 

Question 2: When different versions of the Bible read differently, does that mean one is 
"more reliable" than the other? Why or why not? 

EQUIP - Understanding God’s word 

Read Revelation 1:12-18 

Question 3: Are there any descriptions in this passage that you believe should be read 
symbolically rather than literally? Which ones? Why? 

Question 4: Can you think of examples other than prophetic imagery where a "literal 
reading" of the Bible could be problematic? 

Question 5: If we reject a literal reading of a passage, are we saying the Bible is 
unreliable? 

Read 2 Timothy 3:10-17 

Question 6: Paul was willing to die for the truth of gospel. What does this tell us about 
his confidence in the message? 

Question 7: Why was Paul reminding Timothy about his ministry experiences? Why do 
we also need that reminder? 

Question 8: Paul knew the evil of persecution up close and personal. How does he 
describe the evil he encountered (v 13)? Do we also need to be on guard 
against that evil? (Matthew 5:11-12) 

Question 9:  What influences did Timothy have that encouraged his faith? How did they 
prepare him for salvation? 

Question 10: What does it mean that all scripture is "God-breathed"? 

Question 11: What is the first great benefit of understanding the Bible's message (v 15)? 

Question 12: What other benefits does Paul list for continuing to study God's inspired 
word throughout our life (v 16-17)? 
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DISCIPLESHIP – Becoming and doing 

Question 13:  What role does prayer have in your personal Bible reading? 

Question 14:  What steps do you take to read the Bible thoughtfully to receive God's 
message to us—and to you? 

Question 15:  What steps do you take to apply the Bible to your life in a gracious and 
joyful way? 
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