
June 2021 Moving Forward
Hello everyone, and God’s blessings to you in your home church as we celebrate His in ours
every single day.

I want to take this opportunity to fill you in on some things that are going to be happening here
at Immanuel. In lots of ways, these past thirteen months have been very challenging for us as
individuals and as a congregation. But, we can thank and praise God, and we can joyfully begin
to move forward.

WORSHIP
I’d like to share with you some things about worship. We are not going to limit the number of
people that can gather in our church. Before, because of the regulations we were, now those
things have passed.
Beginning on June 6, we are going to gather our offerings as we use to, with baskets passed
down the aisle. And we are also going to use our ritual Friendship Books, as well. We are not
going to usher people from the back of the church to the front. Everyone can excuse themselves
and come down the center aisle.

ONLINE WORSHIP
We will continue to live stream our service at 10:15. This has been a great blessing to not only
members of our own congregation but also outside of our community. So we want to make sure
we continue doing that.

Let’s Talk about our gathering. Please gather in our Narthex, gather in the hallways, and talk
with one another. Visit with each other; it’s so wonderful to do that again. We are going to
reintroduce having our coffee hour again beginning on June 6.  We are not going to limit the
number of people we have in our Immanuel room or in the Family Life Center. And please,
make use of our wonderful Library. It’s such a wonderful resource, and there are great books
there for kids and for adults. That is a great blessing.

Communion
Let’s talk about Holy Communion. I am fully vaccinated, and I will no longer have to wear a
mask and gloves as I am sharing this wonderful sacrament with you. We can kneel at the
communion rail. That is a wonderful blessing as well. But, according to your comfort level, you
can certainly continue to wear a mask or social distance yourself in the worship service but also
at the communion rail. Whatever is your comfort level.



How Is Immanuel Doing?
Let me give you a few words about how Immanuel is doing.  Immanuel, like all churches, has
been affected by the pandemic. Presently, our worship attendance between the Sunday
services and Monday night we are averaging about 185. That’s just about 125 less than what
we were pre-pandemic. Our budget needs weekly are about $7,000, and we are only gathering
about a little less than $4,000 per week. And so, as God enables you and as God moves your
heart, let’s joyfully join together in offering our first fruits to Him.

I’d like to encourage you also to invite your friends and invite your family members who may
have been separating themselves for one reason or another, for health concerns, to come back
and join us. We’re a family, and we truly, truly do miss one another. And it’s been so easy, I
think, to sort of get into the habit of not worshiping together. But it’s a blessing to gather
together. WE need each other.

Words of Thanksgiving
And I certainly want to give words of thanksgiving to so many people that have worked so
Juwonderfully and so selflessly over these last 13 months. I want to thank our Board of Elders
and our Church Council, our Worship Team, our Staff, our Secretaries, and all the many
volunteers. You guys have just been wonderful in kind of keeping the ball rolling throughout
these last months, especially.  And so I thank and praise God.

Pastoral Call Process

And just one last thing. As you all know, I’m going to be retiring at the end of August. And, I just
want to encourage you that there is a very, very important meeting on June 21 (6:30 pm in the
Family Life Center) where President Maier and Rev. Galan Walther will join our congregation
and talk about the process that you will be joining together in doing, in moving forward.

May God bless you and keep you, Immanuel. You are in my heart and in my prayers. Amen!

Pastor Alan J. Schwieger


