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Scripture:  Psalm 30 

Turn, Turn, Turn 

 

Sermon in a sentence 

The spiritual journey can be understood as a dance moving in and out of 
four mystical paths, each with their own gifts: awe and wonder; letting go; 
creativity; compassion and justice. These "cycles of life" are born out of the 
seasons of the planet and remind us that there is a time for everything and 
that fluctuations of the spirit are part of being human. Can we accept the 
Holy invitation to move fully into all the rhythms of life?  
 

Telling the Story/ Unpacking Scripture 
Our scripture today is Psalm 30. This psalm has a unique title: A Psalm. A 
Song at the dedication of the house of David. Though the title of the psalm 
(as it is in the English translation) indicates it was written for the dedication 
of David’s palace, Charles Spurgeon (and Adam Clarke) thought that it was 
actually written prophetically for the dedication of the temple – which David 
prepared for, but Solomon built. Nevertheless, we take this psalm as being 
written for the dedication of David’s palace. It says nothing about the house 
itself; rather the focus is on God and the greatness of His deliverance. At 
the dedication of David’s house, David wanted God to be praised, not 
himself. A joyful song!   
 

This Psalm has a sense of movement, Day, night, times of happiness, times 
of sadness… it is many ways is complemented by Book of Ecclesiastes 
chapter 3. There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity 
under the heavens and the Pete Seger’s song Turn, Turn, Turn made 
famous by the Byrds, To everything - turn, turn, turn There is a season - 
turn, turn, turn And a time to every purpose under heaven Like Psalm 30 it 
is a reminder that our world, our life is created with this idea of turning 
from one location, experience or idea to another. Transitions! Much like we 

are exploring together at John Knox. This turning has been part of our 
opening liturgy this summer. The idea of turning and in turning perhaps 
discovering someone or something new.   
 

SO WHAT? 
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 Like the Psalm we are reminded that each turn, or season gives us new 
and different experiences. The journey of life means we are going to 

experience in Creation Spirituality, that we have been exploring in our 
summer book study, we discover four paths. These four paths teel us what 
matters. Path One, Entitled Thou, shall fall in love at least three times a day 
(or via Postivia) is that path that awe and delight matter. Path Two, Thou 
Shall Dare the Dark (or via Negitiva) that darkness, suffering and letting go 
matter. Path Three is entitled Do Not be Reluctant to give Birth (via 
Creativa) means creativity and imagination matter. And the final path, Path 
Four Be You Compassionate As your Creator in Heaven is Compassionate 
(via transformativa) this path says justice and celebration (which add up to 
compassion) matter. 
  

 All four paths are connected, like a hoop (or circle) via postivia is located to 
the south. (Let stand and face south. Then turn to the north, this is via 
negitiva and to the east (face east) is via creativa and then to the west 
(turn west) is via transformativa. (You may be seated). 
 

Tell them what you told them 
This idea of movement through a hoop works the same way for institutions. 
Where are we as a church? I wonder? 
 Each of us is called to identify where we are and remember turn, turn, 
turn. So, if you are in the via positiva position, you next move is toward 

negitiva, you should not say there as you next will move towards creativa 
and finally into transformativa. To everything - turn, turn, turn There is a 
season - turn, turn, turn and a time to every purpose under heaven.  
 

As we come to the table this morning, think about where you are? And then 
look forward to where you will be turning, for there is a time to every 
purpose under heaven. AMEN 


