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Preached:  
Sunday, January 3, 2021 
 

Main Topics: God’s presence, Spiritual Disciplines,   
 

Objective: Encourage the use of disciplines and reveal the importance of God’s 
presence in our lives 
 

Series: 21 Days to Overflow 
 

Sermon Materials: PowerPoint, Sermon bumper 
https://www.ignitermedia.com/products/8474-presence 

 
Ω1 Overflow Title Slide 

 
MAIN PASSAGES: Acts 2, Joshua 3 
 
Introduction: PRAY 
 
Facebook post April 1, 2020  
God, Help Us Get Back… 
When I drive past the hospital I usually pray for all the people working and the people needing 
care there.  In light of Covid-19, on Monday I prayed for the medical professionals as a 
representation of all those worldwide.  As I got further down the road, I began to pray that God 
would just eradicate the virus.  I prayed that He would just get rid of it.  The following words 
started to escape my mouth, “God, bring this virus to an end so we can all just get back to…back 
to…” And God stopped me in my tracks and whispered, “Your idols?” And I thought “Exactly, our 
idols.  Most of what we are wanting to get back to right now are things we have allowed to 
become idols in our lives.”   
I recognize all of the things we are wanting to get back to are not bad in and of themselves.  
Working isn’t bad, school isn’t bad, high school sports seasons aren’t bad, concerts and 
professional sporting events are not bad, family and church gatherings certainly are not bad but, 
if these things take a place in our hearts above simply being in the presence of the Almighty God, 
they have become our idols.   
God is calling us back to His presence, back to trusting Him and nothing else, back to a complete 
dependence on Him.  He is calling us away from our fast-paced distracted life, away from our 
frenzied productivity, away from confidence in our own abilities, away from our presumed 
control and…away from our idols.   
God has more for us all.  He has the best for us.  He is in control.  In no way do I want to make 
light of the tragedy that this pandemic has caused, of the lives that have been lost and of the pain 
that those on the front lines are going through but, there is something bigger to grasp here.  God 
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wants us to pay attention to His voice and step into the good promises He has for us but He 
cannot make those things known to us if we are not paying attention, if we are distracted by 
idols.   
Isaiah 26:3-4 says “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts You.  
Trust in the Lord forever, For in God the Lord, we have an everlasting rock.”  When trust abides 
in earthly pleasures or gain, panic sets in when they wash away.  When trust abides in God, our 
everlasting rock, we can be assured that the foundation we are on will never crumble and we can 
remain at peace.   
When all this is over, I pray you thoroughly enjoy hugging your friends, go enjoy your favorite 
sport, go enjoy a great concert, go enjoy worshiping right next to your church family, go enjoy all 
of these good things God has blessed you with, but do it all as a new creation, as someone 
refreshed and driven by their time spent in the beautiful presence of God. 
 
A lot has happened since I wrote this.  And I believe even more so now that God has had a very 
specific and determined plan to call people back to Him through this pandemic.  It seems that 
every aspect of brokenness in our world has been brought to light, every injustice, inequality, 
oppression, illness and scheme of the enemy is coming to the surface. God is calling His bride out 
of its sleep, out of auto pilot mode, out of its programs and methods and into His presence.  Why? 
Because we need to see our world as He does.  So many people prayed going into 2020 that it 
would be a year of new vision.  2020 vision right? Well we got it! The pain, brokenness, and sin 
that has ravaged our world has been completely exposed and God is asking His church what we 
are going to do about it.  What are we going to do?  We  can’t go back to normal.  We all have 
been wrecked for the ordinary.  There is no normal to get back to.  Everything is different now 
and we need new answers.  The answer is overflow.  The answer is getting into His Presence 
because He has the answer.  He is the answer.  He is the truth, the peace and the hope that this 
world needs.  With that said, lets dig into His word.   
 

Ω2 MAIN PASSAGE: Acts 2 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on 
each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 
(languages) as the Spirit enabled them. 
 

Luke (author of Acts), just like every other contributor to the Bible was very conscious and 
careful of the language used to portray this scene.  Things like the sound of a violent blowing 
wind and tongues of fire have a bit of a one-dimensional meaning for someone reading these 
verses.  I can relate to wind, I have experienced it and I know what fire looks like and even what 
these things feel like because they are a part of my world but, those reading this in the time of 
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Luke’s writing it would have associated multiple meanings and this imagery would have carried 
much weight.  They would be transported to the many times in the history of Israel that God’s 
presence existed in or was represented by strong wind or fire.   
 

Ω3Outline of God’s presence as represented throughout OT: 

• Moses and the burning bush (Exodus 3) 

• Moses and all of Israel as they camped at Mount Sinai shortly after leaving Egypt 
(Exodus 19); God came on the mountain like a thick cloud with thunder and lightning, 
trumpets blasting, the LORD descended upon the mountain like fire and smoke rose up 
off the mountain and it trembled greatly. Caused great fear in the people so that only 
Moses went up on the mountain to meet God; the Lord tells Moses that if they keep His 
covenant, they would be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exodus 19:6), he also 
gives Moses instructions for constructing the tabernacle 

• The Tabernacle became the place where God’s presence would rest as the Israelites 
wandered in the desert, “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle...” (Exodus 40:34) 

• This same cloud stayed with them in the day and became a pillar of fire in the night, 
these were sure signs that the Israelites could see with their very own eyes that the 
presence of God was in fact real, it was with them and it was leading them.  

• (Leviticus 9)- Aaron and his sons are ordained as priests and God’s presence comes in 
the form of fire that consumes their offering; now the circle of people who have access 
to God’s spirit is growing but God’s desire (from Exodus 19, Mount Sinai) is that there 
would be a “Kingdom of priests”; Israel was commissioned in Genesis to be a blessing to 
the nations but, this cannot come about if only a few select priests are able to have 
access to the presence of God 

• There is something else that the presence of God rested in that also came about in 
God’s instructions to Moses at Mount Sinai and that is the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 
25:10-22), very specific instructions with very precious materials, whole thing covered in 
gold, was to hold the Covenant tablets, it went with them wherever they went 

• Joshua 3 Crossing the Jordan  

• Ω4 JOSHUA 3:  Israel Crosses the Jordan 

3 things this specific account of God’s presence in this world teach us about His 
Presence? 

• 1Then Joshua got up early in the morning; and he and all the sons of Israel set out from 
Shittim and came to the Jordan, and they spent the night there before they 
crossed. 2Then at the end of three days the officers went through the midst of the 
camp; 3and they commanded the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord your God with the Levitical priests carrying it, then you shall set 
out from your place and go after it. 4However, there shall be a distance between you 
and it of about (About 3,000 ft. or 914 meters) two thousand cubits by measurement. 
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Do not come near it, so that you may know the way by which you shall go, for you have 
not passed this way before.”  

• Ω5 1. God’s presence provides direction 

o So fear doesn’t remain in the driver’s seat of our lives 
 

Ω65Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will 

do miracles among you.” 6And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of 
the covenant and cross over ahead of the people.” So they took up the ark of the 
covenant and went ahead of the people.  
 

• Ω72.  God’s presence is precious, His presence shouldn’t be taken lightly (there were 

very specific instructions God gave for entering His presence on Mount Sinai and for 
constructing the physical places His presence would dwell, (Ark, Tabernacle, Temple), 
it takes effort on our part to make space for God’s presence in our lives 
 
7Now the Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, 
so that they will know that just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you. 8So you 
shall command the priests who are carrying the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you 
come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’ ” 9Then 
Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “Come here, and hear the words of the Lord your 
God.” 10And Joshua said, “By this you will know that the living God is among you, and 
that He will assuredly drive out from you the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Hivite, the 
Perizzite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, and the Jebusite. 11Behold, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over ahead of you into the 
Jordan. 12Now then, take for yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man 
for each tribe. 13And it will come about when the soles of the feet of the priests who 
carry the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the 
waters of the Jordan will be cut off, that is, the waters which are (Lit going) flowing 
down from above; and they will stand in one heap.” 

Ω814So when the people set out from their tents to cross the Jordan, with the priests 

carrying the ark of the covenant before the people, 15and when those who were 
carrying the ark came up to the Jordan and the feet of the priests carrying the 
ark (Lit were dipped in) stepped down into the edge of the water (for the Jordan 

overflows all its banks all the days of harvest), Ω916then the waters which were flowing 

down from above stood and rose up in one heap, a great distance away at Adam, the 
city that is beside Zarethan; and those which were flowing down toward the sea of the 
Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. So the people crossed opposite 
Jericho. 17And the priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on 
dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel crossed on dry ground, until all 
the nation had finished crossing the Jordan. 

• Ω10 3. God’s presence goes before His promises, they go hand in hand  
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o What was in the ark?  The tablets God gave Moses on Mount Sinai, the very 
covenant God had made with His people and He was now leading them into that 
promised land, providing the way with His presence 

 

• Ω11Final resting place for the presence of God in the OT was in the temple built by 

Solomon, in the Holy of Holies (1 Kings 8 cloud/wind filled the temple when ark was 
brought in, 2 Chronicles 7 fire consumed the offering when Solomon finished praying, 
both “the glory of the Lord filled the house, so thick they could not minister) 

 
NT presence: So the Ark of the Covenant ended up in the temple in the Holy of Holies and there 
was limited access to God’s presence, to His spirit in the world and this is not what God wanted.  
Remember His desire for a Kingdom of Priests? For Israel to be a nation that influenced all 
nations with His love and Spirit.  He had an amazing plan for accomplishing this and, it shows up 
in the gift of Jesus His Son.  In Jesus, we see the complete Spirit of God now wrapped in human 
form and flesh.  People who had relationship with Jesus were now experiencing the presence of 
God through Him.   
This brings us to the New Testament, where Jesus, who is called the “radiance of the glory of 
God,” dwells with His people 
John 1:14 In fact, the word John uses here for “dwell” in the Greek means “to live in a tent,” 
referring to the tabernacle Moses set up in Exodus 40 
 Jesus set up a tabernacle among us! Jesus is the temple; He was the divine glorious presence of 
God in his physical person.  
 

Ω12 Matthew 3:16-17 provides the account of Jesus being baptized “And as soon as Jesus was 

baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’ 
And where was Jesus baptized?  Where was John the Baptist proclaiming him as the one who 
would be baptizing people in the Holy Spirit? The Jordan River, approximate to the same place 
where 12 stones set up to memorialize the crossing into the promised land.  The place where 
God’s presence had yet again provided a miracle to show favor to His people Israel was now 
again the site of promises being fulfilled through His presence.   
 

Ω13Philippians 2:7 

7but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men.  
He limited Himself to being in one physical location at a time, just as the Tabernacle and the 
temple of the Hebrew Scriptures could only be in one place at one time. 
But Jesus did not stay that way forever.  God’s plan for His presence with His creation was not 
yet complete.   

Ω14In John 16:7, Jesus is talking to his disciples preparing them for the carrying out of God’s 

plan through his death, resurrection and then ascension.  John 16:7  
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7But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 
  
Jesus said that it was better that He go so that the “advocate” would come, that is, “the Spirit.”  
Jesus is saying that when the Spirit comes, the presence of God will be available to all people 
thus fulfilling God’s plan for the Kingdom of Priests. This brings us full circle back to where we 
started with the disciples waiting expectantly for the Holy Spirit in the upper room.   
And Luke’s account of the wind rushing into the room and the tongues of fire resting on 
everyone’s heads? His original readers would have immediately equated that with God’s 
presence.  In fact, the Hebrew word for spirit “Ruach” also meant wind and breath.   
 
God’s personal presence is like wind and breath. It is invisible but, like wind, it is powerful and 
like breath, it sustains life.  There would be no doubt to those in that room and to those reading 
Luke’s account of what happened that this was the arrival of the Spirit of God, now here for all 
people to experience. 
 
So what does this mean for us today? 

Everyone has personal access to the transforming, comforting, truth bringing, wisdom 
giving, loving presence of God.   We can all enter into His presence and hear His voice.  We can 
have a personal relationship with the God of the Universe.   
 
Why we need God’s presence today?  Why do we need an overflow of His presence in our lives? 
The presence of God gets us to the promises of God- His promises are not only for our good but also for 
the transformation and reconciliation of this world to Him.  We need His presence to fulfill His calling to 
go into all the world and make disciples of all nations. 
 
We are to be salt and light.   We are vessels for the Holy Spirit to work through on this earth and, if we 
are not functioning in overflow, the people around us are not experiencing God's presence through us.  
We are holding back a great gift to those we love.   
  
Why do I desperately need God's presence in my life?  Reveals truth in order to crush evil (Willard, pp. 
230-231) Wisdom, direction, teaches me how to love well, contentment in any circumstance, provision, 
brings true joy and peace.   
 

What it means to live a life of overflow not just 21 days, “to” not “of”, this is the pregame 
workout not the end goal. 
“Listen to my testimony: I cried to God in my distress and he answered me. He freed me from all my 
fears!” 

TPT 34:4 Psalms  
 
We need to adjust our focus from this world to an eternal mindset. 
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Ω15"You possess a keen awareness that there is a deeper depth, a greater breakthrough, a more 

abundant life, a higher knowledge, a hopeful hope, a joyful joy, a peace that surpasses anything you can 
understand, and a heavenly fire that will refine everything it touches. (Hosford, p.  8) 
We experience true peace, Joy, hope because He is peace, He is joy, he is the hope of the world.   

 
 
How we remain in God’s presence through spiritual disciplines 
Focus mainly on emptying ourselves of the world and filling ourselves with eternity 
 
God allowing us to be in His presence is not about our deservedness but about His grace.   
   
Disciplines to cover: 
Dallas Willard Spirit of the Disciplines p. 158 

Ω16 Disciplines of Abstinence- these strip us down to just our being and expose who we are, give us 

ability to take a deep look at ourselves.  They remove any doing on our part so we have to just focus on 
being with ourselves and with God.  They help us turn our hearts away from frivolous thing of this world 
and give us an eternal mindset.   
Solitude- time alone 
Silence- time without any noise, gateway to solitude 
Fasting- abstaining from food 
Frugality- living simply with what you need 
Chastity-turning away from dwelling upon or engaging in the sexual dimension of our relationships to 
others 
Secrecy- abstaining from causing or good deeds and qualities to be known, removing need for fame 
(humility) 
Sacrifice- takes frugality one step further and actually forsake the security of meeting our needs with 
what is in our hands 
 
These disciplines must be counterbalanced and supplemented with… 

Ω17Disciplines of Engagement 

Study- above all God’s word 
Worship- engage ourselves with, dwell upon and express the greatness, beauty and goodness of God 
through words, rituals and symbols 
Celebration- dwelling upon God’s greatness as shown in his goodness to us, -gratitude, testimony 
Service- engage our goods and strength in the active promotion of the good of others and the causes of 
God in our world 
Prayer- conversing, communicating with God 
Fellowship- engaging in common activities of worship, study, prayer, celebration and service with other 
disciples 
Confession- let trusted others know our deepest weaknesses and failures 
Submission- allowing others to bring accountability and correction into your life 

Ω18Additional Disciplines: 

Journaling 
Sabbath rest 



A Sermon by Bonnie Klein Page 8 of 8 

 

Color Key: Blue – Main Points; Red – Scripture; Gray – Examples & Questions; Orange – 
Transitions & Prep for Slide Change   

Gratitude-10 things God provided for you in 2020 
Devotion 
Reflection-what has 2020 taught me about myself, others and God? 

Ω19"Spiritual maturity grows when we develop the habit of creating space where we can reflect on our 

lives.  Regularly practicing Immanuel journaling is asking one simple question, 'Jesus, is there anything 
You want me to know about this situation?' As we attempt to listen, we are increasing our awareness of 
God's presence as his peace guides our lives." (Joyful Journey, p. 46) 
Disciplines are an Act of surrendering my will and my control to God’s will and placing control in His 
hands. 
   

 
Today, we get to partake in communion together.  This involves the discipline of reflection, 
gratitude, confession, prayer and celebration all wrapped up in the act of partaking food and 
drink together in remembrance of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.   
 
I was watching Jack Miller and Sarah Rauch’s wedding ceremony last night online and they took 
communion together as their first act as husband and wife.  They showed a video about 
communion and it just struck so perfectly with what I am talking about today that I had to steal 
some of the content.   
 
Passover meal- cup of salvation (normally set aside) Jesus offers it to His disciples and what 
they would be hearing from him in doing so is, “Will you marry me?” 
 
Groom would pay dowry for the chance to ask a girl to be his bride.  If she accepted by drinking 
from the cup of his covenant, they she would be called “One who is bought with a price” and he 
would go start building a place for them to live in his Father’s house.  Best man would 
communicate for them (Holy Spirit) until the day when the shofars would be blown and the 
groom would come back to claim his bride.   
 
Jesus paid the price and now he is preparing a place for us, His bride and the way of 
communication right now is through His Holy Spirit.  That is why we need overflow.  So we can 
be prepared for the return of Christ.  What is overflow?  It is living everyday fully in tune to the 
Spirit of God and His voice.  It is living everyday in anxious anticipation of what the bride groom 
might be doing and when He will come back.  It is having the ability to rest in the love that God 
has for you because you can hear His voice speak life to you through His Holy Spirit.  “He loves 
you so much.” “He is preparing so much good for you”.  How encouraging is it to live in that 
love everyday and then, it makes it easier for you to, in turn, know how to love others well.  We 
learn best how to love from the One who loves us best.   


	The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost

