
Mr Chairman, 

The Netherlands  represent  the founding partners of the coalition of the willing on 
pollinators. We are deeply concerned about the current state of pollinators.   

There is an urgency to foster policy measures and innovative action with a view to protect 
pollinators. We are committed to join forces and taking action towards Aichi 7 on the 
sustainable  management of agriculture and Aichitarget 14 on the restoration of ecosystems 
and their services. 

We are grateful to the government of Mexico, that provides us with the best possible stage to 
launch this coalition.  The importance of mainstreaming biodiversity becomes crystal clear if 
you realize that we need a healthy population of both wild and domesticated pollinators to 
ensure our future food production. Choosing mainstreaming of biodiversity as the theme for 
this High Level Segment shows a excellent intuition towards a problem solving approach. 

We are inspired by the IPBES  thematic assessment report on pollinators for food production. 
The evidence based message clearly indicates that pollinators are threatened by multiple 
factors such as land use change, inappropriate intensive agricultural management and   
climate change. The assessment proposes concrete opportunities for action and 
implementation of measures. 

We feel that, now we know that more than 75% of leading global crop types benefit from 
animal pollination, and that a substantial part of these pollinating species are under stress, it  
is not an option to take no action. We also recognize that we need to collaborate and join 
forces in order to maximize the results of our actions. 

We therefore are committed  to develop , facilitate or implement pollinator strategies, 
exchange experiences and knowledge and  stimulate each other to innovate and take further 
action. We are prepared to share our results whith each other and with the world, in order to 
create a chance for upscaling the most effective approaches. 

It is the aim that the coalition will grow into  the future, we strive for more partners, and for 
more concrete action. At the moment we are with 11 European partners,  we invite to others 
to join the coalition.  Directly after  this plenary session our declaration will be ceremonially 
signed by the high level representatives of the founding partners.  Please get in contact  if 
your are considering  to join the coalition!  


