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Thank you Chair/President 

Commitment 

South Africa is committed to the full achievement of Target 16 of the Aichi Targets 

and up-scaling the implementation of The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic 

Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their 

Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity 

South Africa is proud to have domesticated the Nagoya Protocol on Access to 

Genetic Resources, and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefit arising from their 

utilisation through our National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act and the 

Regulations on Bioprospecting and Access and Benefit Sharing. Currently we are 

reviewing this Act and its regulations and commit that by 2020 we will have amended 

the Act to be aligned with the Nagoya Protocol. This alignment is required as our Act 

came into effect in 2003 and thus prior the Nagoya Protocol. 

Given the stark contrast between the richness in biodiversity of South Africa and the 

adverse poverty that many of our people live in, implementing the objective of fair 

and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilisation of Genetic Resources is 

a high priority on our government’s agenda. 

Milestones 

South Africa has accordingly embarked on a mass cultivation programme to 

stimulate supply and demand of indigenous biological resources by increasing the 



cultivation of plant species of strategic importance. In order to ensure that 

biodiversity objectives are not compromised and in order to safeguard long term 

supply and sustainable wild harvesting, we developed and implement Species 

Management Plans for these identified high value plant species. We therefore have 

the following milestones: 

� 500 hectares of indigenous biological resources cultivated per year up to 2030 

� 50 per cent community participation in commercial product development by 

2030 

These cultivation projects will be focused on marginalised communities and 

traditional knowledge holders where we will build business capacity and stimulate 

entrepreneurship to enable them to engage in and benefit from business associated 

with Indigenous Biological Resources. 

In order to harness existing initiatives, address the innovation chasm and ensure 

constant upscaling thereof, we have established a coordinating network referred to 

as the Bio Products Advancement Network South Africa or BioPANZA. BioPANZA 

will promote applied research, local processing, innovation and product development 

as well as promote the use and awareness of products stemming from our 

indigenous biodiversity and traditional knowledge.In doing so, the promotion of 

access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of 

genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge, as internationally agreed, 

will be achieved. This initiative responds to many of the Sustainable Development 

Goals, including those dealing with poverty eradication, food security as well as 

innovation and industrialization. 

 

Timeframes 

Our aspiration is to develop and improve the bioprospecting industry to create a 

sustainable, inclusive and commercially viable sector adding 10 000 new jobs and 

contributing R1.7 billion (125 Million USD) to GDP at 10% p.a. by 2030. 

We have developed detailed implementation plans in this regard.  

I Thank You 


