
“Cancun Commitments and Coalitions for Enhanced Implementation” 

Presentation by Parties and partners during the closing session of the High-level segment (HLS) of the 

thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 13) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

Presentations of Cancun Commitments and Coalitions 

Lead Party(-ies)   Japan 

Other Parties, and  partners who 

are part of the commitment   

- 

One line description/title of  the 

commitment   

Support for Capacity-Building Activities towards achieving Aichi 

Biodiversity Target in Developing Countries by the Japan Biodiversity 

Fund 

Main objective(s) of the 

commitment 

Japan has established the Japan Biodiversity Fund (with 59million$) in 

the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD), as the 

president of COP10, and has supported capacity-building activities for 

developing countries to achieve Aichi Biodiversity targets in cooperation 

with the SCBD. It has contributed to, for instance, the submission of newly 

developed or updated NBSAPs from 130 countries since COP10. 

Now that the year of 2017 is coming and prompt actions are needed 

towards 2020, it is required for each party to accelerate the implementation 

of their NBSAPs intensely and urgently. 

Japan is willing to strengthen its support of those activities with the 

SCBD by the remaining 16 million$. The JBF activities are expected to be 

co-financed with other resources for rippling and long-lasting effects of the 

intervention. As well, the JBF continues to support participation of 

developing countries to CBD-related meetings, including this UN 

Biodiversity Conference. 

Main Aichi Biodiversity 

Target(s) impacted  

Overall 

Timeline for implementation 2017-2020 

Other    



“Cancun Commitments for Enhanced Implementation”  
(Individual Party Actions or Commitments) 

Party: Japan 

Contact: Yuri HAYASHI 

E-mail: YURI_HAYASHI@env.go.jp 

Title of 

Announcement: 

Accelerating Action Plans to achieve the Aichi Biodiversity Targets 
(Actions by whole the Government of Japan) 

Website: (if available) - 

Describe the action(s) or commitment(s) and how it (they) achieved, or will achieve, all or part of one or more 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

Description of Action(s) or Commitment(s) 

Relevant Aichi 

Biodiversity 

Targets 

Timeframe,  

Specific 

milestones 

for  

Achievement 

and 

Indicators

Mechanism(s) 

in place to 

ensure   

achievement 

(e.g., national 

legislation or 

policy)  

In Mid-term review of progress in implementation of the 
Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 adopted at 
COP12 (October, 2014, Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea), 
although the Aichi Biodiversity Targets were not revised 
as encouraging progress towards meeting some elements 
of most Aichi Biodiversity Targets have been recognized, 
it was noted that, in most cases, this progress will not be 
sufficient to achieve the targets unless further urgent and 
effective actions of the parties and stakeholders to be 
taken. 

In view of this review, Government of Japan decided to 
implement particularly important measures through 
formulating a plan with compiled specific measures to be 
accelerated in order to achieve the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets. 

Government of Japan has clarified the measures to be 
accelerated in terms of “mainstreaming biodiversity”, 
“Conservation and management of the land and utilization 
of ecosystem services from the view point of conservation 
and sustainable use of biodiversity”, and “conservation 
and management of wildlife and countermeasures for 
invasive alien species” 

In particular, Government of Japan has launched new 
measures regarding national park system branding, natural 
disaster prevention and mitigation, sustainable society 
building and green infrastructure studies, among others. Its 
measures also include acceleration of conversion of 
lifestyle, promotion of private businesses efforts, 

Overall Implement the 
specified 
measures 
within these 
five years 
towards 
achievement 
of the Aichi 
Biodiversity 
Targets by 
2020. 

Review 
measures, as 
well as national 
targets in 
national 
biodiversity 
strategy of 
Japan, by 2020.



enhancement of the project “Connecting and Supporting 
Forests, the Countryside, Rivers, and the Sea”, 
development of ecological network, climate change 
adaptation on biodiversity,  support for cooperative 
activities and agricultural production activities in order to 
maintain and demonstrate multifunctional roles of 
agriculture and rural area, management and conservation 
of ecologically diversified forests, and promotion of 
appropriate fishery management . 

It is expected that these actions will eventually contribute 
to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), especially the Goal 14 and 15.  

Partners 

Please indicate the partners involved in the action(s) or commitment(s) and their roles. 

  



“Cancun Commitments for Enhanced Implementation”  
(Individual Party Actions or Commitments) 

Party: Japan 

Contact: Yuri HAYASHI 

E-mail: YURI_HAYASHI@env.go.jp 

Title of 

Announcement: 

Efforts on mainstreaming biodiversity by the Japan Committee for UNDB (Action by whole 
stakeholders) 

Website: (if available) - 

Describe the action(s) or commitment(s) and how it (they) achieved, or will achieve, all or part of one or more 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

Description of Action(s) or Commitment(s) 

Relevant 

Aichi 

Biodiversity 

Targets 

Timeframe,  

Specific milestones 

for  Achievement 

and Indicators

Mechanism(s) in 

place to ensure   

achievement 

(e.g., national 

legislation or 

policy)  

In Japan, aiming at mainstreaming biodiversity by 
promoting concrete actions through enhancing 
engagement of and collaboration among various 
sectors towards the achievement of the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets, especially its Target1, the 
Japan Committee for United Nations Decade on 
Biodiversity (UNDB-J) was launched in 
September 2011 and it has conducted various 
activities for public awareness raising. 

UNDB-J consists of 6 individual members and 31 
groups such as national and local governments, 
businesses, NGO/NPO, youths, academic experts, 
and intellectuals, chaired by the chairman of Japan 
Business Federation. These groups include 
business groups, associations of agriculture, 
forestry and fishery, associations of travel 
industries, associations of zoos and aquariums, 
among others. Total number of individuals 
belonging to those organizations is about 50 
thousand, that of organizations is about 8 
thousand, and circulation of newsletters have 
reached to about 700 thousand. This shows that 
UNDB-J has a large capacity of outreach. 

Since the establishment of UNDB-J, each member 
organization has made various efforts for 
mainstreaming biodiversity. Last year, which is 
the half-way point of UNDB, UNDB-J conducted 
“Interim Assessment of UNDB-J”, in which it 
reviewed efforts made for mainstreaming 
biodiversity since its establishment. In this 
assessment, the necessity of collaboration among 

Overall, but 
especially 
Target 1

Japan is accelerating 
its effort to achieve 
the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets towards 2020 
with reviewing 
progress of the Road 
Map every year.

Progress 
assessment of the 
Road Map every 
year



UNDB-J members as well as with non-members 
was emphasized. 

In this year, based on the interim assessment, 
UNDB-J established “Road Map of UNDB-J”, 
which contains concrete actions and numerical 
targets of UNDB-J and its members. The targets 
contain, for example, gathering one million 
samples of “My Action Declaration” and 2020 
samples of “Niju-maru (double-circle) 
Declaration”. The former is an awareness raising 
tool for the general public to let them choose and 
declare their action from a list of five actions to 
conserve biodiversity (eat, touch, communicate, 
conserve, and choose) from the consumer’s 
viewpoint to promote daily actions. The latter is a 
declaration of efforts made for achieving the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets by various stakeholders under 
“Niju-maru (double-circle) project”, which aims to 
promote and visualize those efforts.  

It is expected that these actions will eventually 
contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), especially the Goal 
14 and 15. 

Partners 

Please indicate the partners involved in the action(s) or commitment(s) and their roles. 

  


