CBD COP17 SIDE EVENT PROPOSAL- template
The online side-event registration system for meetings the Seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP-17); the Twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (CP-MOP-12); and the Sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization (NP-MOP-6) from 19-30 October 2026  is now open for requests.  
Further details are available at:  www.cbd.int/conferences/2026/info-note.  The deadline for submissions is 30 June 2026.
	SIDE EVENT TITLE: 
From Reporting to Action: How Technical and Scientific Cooperation Accelerates ABS and Biosafety Implementation under the KM-GBF


	
	SELECT ONE OR MORE THEME YOUR SIDE EVENT RELATES TO

Biomes
·         Agricultural Biodiversity
·         Dry and Sub-Humid Lands
·         Forest Biodiversity
·         Inland Waters Biodiversity
·         Island Biodiversity
·         Marine and Coastal Biodiversity
·         Mountain Biodiversity
·         Polar Biodiversity

Cross-cutting Issues
·         Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing
·         Biodiversity for Development
·         Biosafety and Biotechnology
·         Chemicals and pollution
·         Climate Change and Biodiversity
·         Digital Sequence Information on Genetic Resources
·         Economics, Trade and Incentive Measures
·         Ecosystem Approach and Restoration
·         Endangered Species
·         Exchange of Information
·         Ex-Situ Conservation
·         Financial Resources and Mechanism
·         Gender and Biodiversity
·         Genetic Use Restriction Technologies
·         Handling of Biotechnology
·         Health and Biodiversity
·         In-Situ Conservation
·         Intellectual Property Rights
·         Invasive Alien Species
·         Mainstreaming Biodiversity
·         New & Emerging Issues
·         Protected Areas
·         Scientific and Technical Cooperation
·         South-South Cooperation
·         Sustainable Use of Biodiversity
·         Synthetic Biology
·         Taxonomy
·         Tourism
·         Traditional Knowledge, Innovations and Practices
·         Transfer of Technology and Cooperation
·         Scientific, Technical and Technological Matters
·         Sustainable Wildlife Management

Legal and Institutional Structure
·        Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
·         Conference of the Parties
·         Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA)
·         Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
·         Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing
·         Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI)
·         Subsidiary Body on Article 8j (SB8j)
·         Office of Executive Secretary

Strategy and Planning
·         Strategic Plan 2011-2020
·         National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs)
·         2010 Biodiversity Target
·         Sustainable Development / Millenium Development Goals
·         Post 2020 Framework
·         Digital Strategy
·         Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

Implementation, Monitoring and Reporting
·         National Reports
·         Indicators
·         Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO)
·         Liability and Redress
·         Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity

Partnerships and initiatives to enhance cooperation
·         Aichi targets Task Force
·         Biodiversity Indicators Partnership
·         Biodiversity Liaison Group
·         Business
·         Capacity-building
·         Cities and Sub national Authorities
·         Clearing-House Mechanisms
·         Financial Mechanism and Resources Mobilization
·         Global Taxonomy Initiative
·         Impact Assessment
·         Indigenous peoples and local communities
·         Joint Liaison Group
·         Memorandum of Cooperation
·         Global Strategy for Plant Conservation
·         Aichi Biodiversity Targets
·         Knowledge Management
·         Stakeholder Engagement and Cooperation

Outreach and Education
·         International Day for Biodiversity
·         International Year of Biodiversity
·         United Nations Decade on Biodiversity
·         Youth
·         Executive Secretary
·         Executive Secretary Featured
·         Communication, Education and Public Awareness
·         25th Anniversary




	WHICH GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK GOAL AND TARGET DOES YOUR SIDE EVENT LINK TO 
GOAL A
Protect and Restore 
GOAL B
Prosper with Nature
GOAL D
Invest and Collaborate

Target 13: Fair and equitable sharing of benefits from genetic resources and DSI.
Target 17: Biosafety measures for biotechnology established and implemented.
Target 19: Mobilizing financial resources.
Target 20: Capacity-building, technical and scientific cooperation.
Target 21: Knowledge available and accessible for biodiversity action.

(see full list of goals here and targets here)



	SIDE EVENT OVERALL AIM (SHORT DESCRIPTION):
 This side event, co-led by the Observatory of the Sahara and the Sahel (OSS) and the Humboldt Institute as recognized Technical and Scientific Cooperation Support Centres under the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, will showcase how regional technical cooperation can help Parties move from reporting obligations to concrete implementation.
Drawing on country experiences from Tunisia, Libya and Colombia, and with the contribution of the UN Biodiversity Lab, the event will demonstrate how TSCC support, national governance processes and digital decision-support tools can jointly strengthen implementation of the Nagoya Protocol, the Cartagena Protocol and the KM-GBF.
The event will present reporting not as an end in itself, but as a strategic entry point to identify gaps, strengthen institutional coordination, generate evidence, guide decision-making and mobilize support for biodiversity action.



	DESCRIPTION OF SIDE EVENT, INCLUDING ORGANISATIONS REPRESENTED, OBJECTIVES AND INTENDED OUTCOMES:
Description of event:
As Parties move from the revision of their NBSAPs to implementation, many countries continue to face common challenges in translating global biodiversity commitments into operational national systems. These challenges are particularly visible in areas such as access and benefit-sharing, biosafety, biodiversity data management and national reporting, where legal, institutional, technical and financial capacities are essential for effective implementation.

Technical and Scientific Cooperation Support Centres, established under CBD Decision 15/8, are uniquely positioned to support Parties in addressing these challenges through tailored technical assistance, peer learning, capacity development and regional cooperation.

This side event will bring together two TSCCs operating in different regions: OSS in North Africa and the Humboldt Institute in Latin America, to share complementary experiences in supporting Parties. The OSS experience will highlight support provided to Tunisia and Libya in strengthening ABS and biosafety governance through national reporting processes, stakeholder consultations and capacity-building. The Humboldt Institute will share lessons from its support to Colombia in the context of Cartagena Protocol implementation, illustrating how scientific cooperation can strengthen biosafety governance and implementation.

The UN Biodiversity Lab will contribute a cross-cutting perspective on how spatial data, digital tools and knowledge platforms can support national planning, monitoring and reporting under the KM-GBF. This will help connect protocol implementation with broader biodiversity planning, NBSAP implementation and evidence-based decision-making.

The session will explore how reporting under the CBD, the Nagoya Protocol and the Cartagena Protocol can be used as a practical tool to strengthen governance, improve data systems, support implementation of Targets 13, 17, 20 and 21, and inform future financing and technical support needs.

By linking experiences from Africa and Latin America, the event will promote South-South and triangular cooperation and identify transferable lessons for other Parties facing similar implementation challenges.

Organisations Represented:  The event will be co-led by the Observatory of the Sahara and the Sahel (OSS) and the Humboldt Institute, with the participation of national representatives from Tunisia, Libya and Colombia. The UN Biodiversity Lab will be invited as a technical partner to present its contribution to spatial data, monitoring and decision-support for KM-GBF implementation. UNEP, the GEF, the CBD Secretariat, the NBSAP Accelerator Partnership and other TSCCs may also be invited to join the discussion.
Objectives: 
1. Showcase complementary experiences from the OSS and Humboldt TSCCs in supporting Parties to strengthen ABS and biosafety implementation.
2. Demonstrate how regional technical cooperation contributes to stronger governance, institutional capacity and implementation of the KMGBF.
3. Illustrate the role of digital tools and geospatial information, through the UN Biodiversity Lab, in supporting national planning, monitoring and reporting.
4. Promote peer learning between Africa and Latin America by identifying common challenges and transferable solutions for implementing the Cartagena and Nagoya Protocols.
5. Strengthen partnerships between TSCCs, Parties and global initiatives to enhance technical cooperation under CBD Decision 15/8.

Outcomes:
The event is expected to generate practical lessons from Africa and Latin America on how technical and scientific cooperation can support ABS and biosafety implementation; strengthen collaboration between TSCCs, Parties and global technical initiatives; identify recommendations for integrating governance, scientific cooperation and digital innovation into national implementation processes; highlight opportunities for collaboration with the UN Biodiversity Lab and other partners to improve data use for decision-making; and increase the visibility of the TSCC mechanism as a practical implementation tool under the KM-GBF.



	TARGET AUDIENCE:
· National CBD, Nagoya Protocol and Cartagena Protocol focal points 
· Government institutions and national biodiversity authorities 
· Technical and Scientific Cooperation Support Centres (TSCCs) 
· Research institutions and academia 
· Civil society organizations and NGOs 
· UNEP, GEF and CBD Secretariat representatives 
· UN Biodiversity Lab and biodiversity data partners 
· Development partners and technical cooperation organizations



	EXPECTED NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS:
50 participants




	PREFERED DATE/TIME (GIVE THREE OPTIONS):

Select date from 19-30 October
1. 26 October, 1:15–2:45 pm 
1. 27 October, 6:15–7:45 pm 
1. 28 October, 1:15–2:45 pm 




	WRITE YES OR NO NEXT TO THE FOLLOWING:

Do you require streaming e.g. online video dial in: No
Do you require interpretation (this may come at a fee): No
Do you require catering (this will come at a fee): NO



	LIST OF ORGANISATIONS INVOLVED (PLEASE INDICATE THE LEAD/CO-LEAD):
Observatory of Sahara and Sahel (OSS) (lead)
Humbolt Institute
UNBL
Representative of ministries (Tunisia, Libya, Colombia)



	PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SIDE EVENT:

Full name: Abir Ben Romdhane
Email : abir.benromdhane@oss.org.tn 



