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CONTEXT

➢Burkina Faso: Population 22 millions 
people

➢31 authorizations granted for GMO 
experiments in confined 
environments in 2021

➢03 authorizations granted for the 
dissemination (cultivation in 
farmland) and controlled release of 
GMO

➢20 authorizations granted to import 
GMOs into Burkina Faso 

54 authorizations have been issued 
since 2006



CONTEXT

Legal Framework

➢ 2003: Ratification of Cartagena Protocol

➢ 2004: First decree to regulate GMO in 
Burkina Faso

➢ 2005: Creation of National Biosafety Agency

➢ 2006: First Law on Biosafety

➢ 2010: Ratification of the Cartagena Protocol 
on Biosafety

➢ 2012: Second Law on Biosafety

➢ 2015: Adoption of the decree on Information 
and Public consultation

➢ 2020: Adoption of the Economic Community 
of West African States  (ECOWAS) Biosafety 
Regional Regulations



National approaches to implement
access to information

• Project BCH I and BCH II: Training and 
awareness-raising
• Stakeholders from interested parties
• Members of the CNSB, ONB, academics 

and researchers
• Students
• Communicators, journalists and media 

personnel

• Public information and awareness-
raising
• Information and awareness-raising 

workshops
• Public awareness-raising
• Public education

• National communication and 
advocacy strategy on genome editing



National approaches to implement
access to information

• Access to information on
• Environment
• Economy
• Human and animal health and 

safety
• Culture.

• All natural and legal persons
residing in Burkina Faso have 
access to non-confidential
information on request.

• On-site consultation of available
information is free of charge



National approaches to implement public 
participation regarding LMOs/GMOs

• Adoption of the Decree on public 
participation

• From the 1st stages of the decision-making 
process

• Participation mechanisms are:
• Public enquiry
• Ordinary enquiries
• Consultations,
• Public hearings
• Citizen Forum

• Risk assessment summary



Major challenges and/or opportunities

Challenges
• Weak funding
• Low production and distribution of short explanatory videos
• Difficulty of translation into national languages
• Lack of training the public (schools and universities)

Opportunities
• Political will
• Existence of a national biosafety agency
• Dedicated directorate for communication
• An active scientific community involved in raising public 

awareness



RECOMMANDATIONS

Continue to build the 
capacity of biosafety 

stakeholders in terms of 
assessment, management 

and communication. 

Develop communication 
tools better adapted to 

the public: video 
demonstrations, etc.

Improve collaboration 
between countries

The publication of the Pocket guide to promote access to information is a good thing. We welcome 
this document, which will help the Parties to improve public information, awareness and education, 

with the finality to improve public confidence in the decisions taken and the LMO products 
authorized.



Merci pour votre aimable attention
Thanks for your attention 

Anitché      Fofo 

Barka
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