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We, the current 13 members of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Coalition for Nature, namely 
(and by alphabetic order):  Belize, Cabo Verde, Comoros, Dominican Republic, Guinea Bissau, Kiribati, 
Samoa, Saint Lucia, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and Vanuatu, 
 
1/ We are home to a rich and unique biodiversity  

We recognize that conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity is particularly significant in and for SIDS. 

We are, home to a large portion of the World’s biodiversity: we host the most diverse and unique 

ecosystems in the world, are of strategic importance for migratory species and are home to and host high 

percentage of endemic species due to the very nature of our island biodiversity.  

We further recognize that as Large Ocean States, SIDS overall are Guardians of the Ocean, with about 30 

per cent of all oceans and seas included in SIDS’ Exclusive Economic Zones, 14% of the world’s coastline 

situated in SIDS’ territories and with 19% of coral reefs in the world located in SIDS’ waters.  

 

We further highlight that Paragraph 90 of the internationally recognized Declaration of Small Island 

Developing States Accelerated Modalities of Action (S.A.M.O.A Pathway), points out how fundamental for 

our livelihoods and identity is our extraordinary marine and terrestrial biodiversity. Nature is the lifeline of 

our socio-economic development. Nowhere else is the inherent connection between people’s wellbeing, 

prosperity, and the environment that clear. 

 
2/ We face disproportional threats to our biodiversity and are on the frontline of multiple crises  
 
We are concerned about the global failure to meet any of the 20 Aichi biodiversity targets over the last 

Decade and worried about the global and local threats to our biodiversity and to the range of ecosystem 

services that biodiversity supports. As SIDS, our biodiversity and ecosystems are fragile. This is due to our 

unique structural and endogenous island features, such as small landmass, small population, small private 

sector and narrow trade partners, geographic isolation and spatial dispersion, vulnerability of low-lying 

areas; limited resource-based and undiversified economies; high cost of transport, communication and 

energy; remoteness from markets and strong dependence on trade, travel and remittances. The two main 

planetary crisis of biodiversity loss and climate change is further reducing our resilience and increasing our 

fragility. Moreover, our debt unsustainability issues and lack of access to concessional financing, including 

financing for nature conservation are also exacerbating our special situation.  

 

We are further concerned that our unique SIDS’ vulnerabilities are already putting us on the forefront of 

multiple crises, making us extremely vulnerable to any external shocks and changes and therefore 

undermining our capacities to achieve the 3 Rio Conventions and the 2030 Agenda. Nowhere else are the 

pressures on natural resources more immediate than in our small nations where everything is connected 
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from our ridges to our reefs. COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent shutdown of the global economy for 

example have been hitting us disproportionately. With nature-based tourism accounting for up to 80 per 

cent of total export revenues in SIDS, globally, the unprecedented fall in tourism drastically reduced our 

fiscal space; key to support our nature-based assets. According to the 2021 UN Secretary General's report, 

“while the GDP of developing countries decreased by 3.3 per cent in 2020, that of SIDS decreased by 

around 9 per cent.” 

 
3/ We have been leading by example and been frontrunners in nature conservation  
 
We acknowledge the above-mentioned challenges but also the fact that despite those constraints, SIDS 

have been leading by example and frontrunners in nature conservation for our people and our environment. 

With urgency being mother of ambition and innovation, we have been considering our unique environmental 

assets to transform our structural challenges into opportunities, and pave the way to unlock our green and 

blue potential. 

 

We and many Friends of SIDS recognize SIDS commitments and efforts towards nature conservation: The 

size of the Saint Lucia’s declared marine reserve is the size of Germany; The declared Palau National Marine 

Sanctuary is twice the size of Mexico; Seychelles issued the World first sovereign Blue Bond; Belize is the first 

country in the Americas with the largest debt swap for ocean scheme  and ambitious commitments to ocean 

conservation ; Fiji is amid the first countries to embark into ocean accounting for enhanced data-based decision 

making; and more recently, our SIDS Ecosystem Restoration Flagship was selected among the first 10 World 

Restoration Flagships under the UN Decade as announced this week at COP15.  
 

4/ We need greater, more targeted support to bridge our gaps in implementing ambitious objectives 
 
We recognize that more should be done and urgently to better conserve and sustainably manage our 

environment. As “Guardians of Biodiversity”, we fully understand our role in this friable, biodiverse and 

interconnected world. This is the reason behind our full support to the Global Biodiversity Framework and 

its goals and targets as a steppingstone towards the 2030 Agenda and the 2050 Vision of “Living in 

Harmony with Nature”. Some of our members are in fact parts of the High Ambition Coalition and the Global 

Ocean Alliance to join global forces to advocate for and promote relevant biodiversity targets. 

 

We further recognize the consequences of having globally failed to achieve the Aichi targets over the last 

Decade, and the increasing risk this is posing to our unique and fragile island ecosystems to cross 

environmental tipping points and lose priceless and irreplaceable nature-based assets for our socio-

economic development. The World and SIDS cannot afford to miss this second chance offered by the 

Global Biodiversity Framework. We need to seize it “yesterday”.  

We emphasize, however, that as SIDS, our highest political will and strongest commitment from our people 

are not enough. We need greater and more targeted technical and financial support from the international 

community, that is tailored to our structural challenges and vulnerabilities. Particularly, we need further 

support to bridge our gaps and address our identified constraints in means of implementing the biodiversity 

objectives, as clearly detailed in a SIDS gap assessment report we released this year ahead of COP15. In 

short: within this Decade of Ambition and in the frame of the new Global Biodiversity Framework, greater 

and more urgent ambition requires larger and more targeted means.  

 

5/ We Call to Action for Enhancing Means of Implementing Ambitious Objectives for Nature in SIDS 

 

Guided by the principle of special circumstances of SIDS and their unique vulnerabilities as established in 

the Barbados Programme of Action (BPoA), the Mauritius Strategy for Implementation (MSI) and the 
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S.A.M.O.A Pathway, and further affirmed in the 2030 Agenda, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 

Reduction, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the Paris Agreement and the New Urban Agenda,  

 

Further guided by the recent policy-oriented assessment on Gaps, Challenges and Constraints in Means 

of Implementing Biodiversity Objectives in SIDS, and the policy guidance document titled “Improving 

Development Impact in Small Island Developing States” recognize amid others the challenges faced by 

SIDS in accessing development finance due to income-level status, which severely limits national efforts 

for developing, enhancing and retaining local capacity.  

 

Steered by the spirit of the S.A.M.O.A Pathway, which calls for genuine partnerships at national, regional 

and international levels to address SIDS multi-facetted vulnerabilities.   

 

Gathered during this High-Level Week at the UN Biodiversity Conference at its forthcoming 15th meeting 

(CBD COP15) to support the Global Biodiversity Framework and to launch the SIDS Coalition for Nature in 

view to advocate at high level for achievement of ambitious biodiversity objectives through enhanced SIDS’ 

means of implementation.  

 

We call for the development and implementation of an overarching Capacity Development Plan for SIDS 

to accompany and support the implementation of the GBF. Such a Plan will aim at catalyzing technical and 

financial support for SIDS’ national implementation of the GBF, through respective NBSAP, by enhancing 

priority means of implementation for SIDS, that are:  

 

Priority 1 -  

Increase SIDS’ access to concessional finance and mobilize private investment and financing 

solutions for biodiversity conservation by:  

-Supporting national capacities to identify funding streams, formulate funding proposals, manage funds. 

-Adapting eligibility criteria for grants status, co-funding requirements and project management cost. 

-Integrating nature-related financial risks/opportunities into private sector business plans and facilitate and 

access to sustainable finance provided by banks, insurers and investors. 

-Supporting blended and innovative finance mechanisms, solutions and associated policy frameworks to 

incentivize and de-risk investment, forge, expand private sector partnerships and mobilize additional private 

finance. 

 

Priority 2 -  

Support SIDS’ technical cooperation, technological transfer, data management capacities by:  

-Enhancing national capacities for science-policy interface with a focus on national environmental 

accounting systems, valuation tools for ecosystem services, usability/accessibility of existing data banks. 

-Increasing national capacity for research and development, and further support partnerships with tertiary 

education institutions to integrate, apply technology and knowledge for biodiversity conservation.  

-Strengthening SIDS-SIDS interregional and intraregional cooperation, peer learning and policy dialogue 

on nature conservation to expand SIDS best practices and nature-based solutions at scale.  

Priority 3 -  

Accelerate biodiversity mainstreaming across sectors and synergies amid Conventions:  

- Raising awareness on and centralizing easy to use information on value of biodiversity and critical 

ecosystems for social and economic development in SIDS, and on conservation best practices in SIDS 

- Strengthening cross-fertilization amid biodiversity-related Conventions and amid the 3 Rio Conventions.    
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To conclude, the magnitude and interconnectivity of the challenges and means of implementation priorities, 

we outlined amid others for SIDS are far too vast for any country to address on its own. Strategic 

partnerships and cooperation with international community and Friends of the Coalition for integrated 

approaches and innovative solutions are more than ever necessary to support SIDS in implementing the 

Global Biodiversity Framework. 

                                         

Thank you.  

The SIDS Coalition for Nature. 


