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Who am I? 
!
I am Colette Kelly, however over weekends and special days I am 
often called Doodle. !!
My formal training was in graphic art and photography and after 
graduation I worked as a professional photographer for 12 years.!!
I have rubbed shoulders with top sports personalities, photographed 
celebrity weddings and done my share of journalistic photography, 
however, the thing I love to capture most, is the joy of a live 
performance.!!
I married kids magician, Kenneth Kelly, or more fondly known as Kelly the Magician, in 1999!
(I hear your pity…) and since then I have photographed hundreds of kids shows.!!
I wish to share my knowledge of how to use photography for your benefit in your business.!!
Enjoy! 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Look at the birthday girl 
in this picture… 

She is the envy of her 
friend…



1. What photographs can do for you!!
This book is aimed to share with you      how to get more bookings using pictures.!!
We will explore why you need photographs, what kind of photographs you need, how to 
get these photographs and then, how to use these photographs to get more bookings.!
This document is jam-packed with actionable tips, low cost and free tools that you can 
use to get more bookings using pictures. Alongside this document, I have created a 
webpage www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot full of tutorials, downloadable 
PDF’s, free resources and much more that enhances the topic we will be exploring.!!
The aim of this book is not to tell you about pictures and images. I have included tons 
of FREE bonus material on the webpage www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot 
that looks at the technical side of photography. Included are lessons that shows you 
how to work a camera. There are bonus lessons on how to take pictures and even how 
to make videos, using no more than your smart phone.!!
In this first section we explore why photographs are so important and how they 
influence people on an emotional and psychological level. !

At the end of this section you will know 
why you need photographs on your site. 

Lots of research has been done on how people learn and remember things. This 
includes how your potential bookers will remember you.!!

ALL PEOPLE all visual learners.!
!

80% of all people’s brains are dedicated to processing visuals!!
• 35% of what people remember is recalled from visuals alone. !
• 10% of what people remember is recalled from audio alone.!
• Combine audio and visual and a whopping 60% of what they have 

seen is recalled and remembered.!
Source: Bryan Kelly from whatthespeak.com!!

You can use visuals to get the person visiting your site to take action, to book you.!!
How to do this:!

• key into their frame of   !
   reference!
• play on their emotions 
• boost their ego 

Show them what they want to see.!!
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They see this and think:!
“My Child will have fun.”

What 
does your 
customer 

see?

What will 
I learn?

http://www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot
http://www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot
http://whatthespeak.com


2. “Sell the sizzle, not the steak”!!
“Don’t sell the steak, sell the sizzle. Your 
first 10 words are more important than 
the next ten thousand. If your first ten 
words aren’t the right ten words, you 
won’t have a chance to use the next ten 
thousand…” !

• Elmer Wheeler!
America’s No. 1 Sales person!!!

This means that it is NOT what you want to say, but!
what the customer wants to hear. !!

You need to be showing them the benefits they will get!
not the features of your service.!!

What does this mean for you as a children’s entertainer?!!
Think about the things we as kids entertainers get really excited about… the fancy 
(and expensive) props, the new routine everyone is raving about in the Facebook 
Groups, the new costume and of course, the latest gadget that gives you that 
control over your super sonic, extra flashy, massive output but the size of a 
matchbox, sound set-up.!!
The features of your show may look something like this…!!

• You do a fantastic magic show!
• You have 20 zillion years of experience!
• It’s an hour long!
• You have a puppet — (maybe even the fancy animatronic one!)!
• You play some party games!
• You do (OR DON’T DO) balloon modelling!
• You have won the ‘BEST MAGICIAN IN THE UNIVERSE’ title!
!

Big deal! They don't care.!! !
They care about the benefits. What is in it for them? 

They care about how their child will be made to feel special, how their child 
is the centre of attention, how their child will be the envy of all their friends and how their 

party is going to be the party that all the mum’s talk about at school the next day at drop off 
and pick up. How the party will be stress-free for them and how their child will have the best 

memories of their birthday party…!!
All they care about is “What am I getting out of it?”! !!!!
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How does 
this help 

you?

Why do I 
need to 
do this?



Any of you who are parents, will understand this 100%.!
We want our kids to be happy and have the best.!

This is what the booker is buying.!
They want to buy that what will make their child feel special.!!

For a moment, let’s move away from our industry and have a look at 
how other industries have used this technique…!!

Cheers to that!!!
Think about drinks adverts… They are not just selling a bottle of something, they 
are depicting a lifestyle.! !

It’s normally an image of a group of people (good 
looking people) in a social situation, playing out a 
desirable scenario.!!!
Not the poor bloke sat on 
his todd in his vest 
slumped in front of the 
tele, drinking their 
beverage…!
!!
The same is true 
when you want 
to sell your 

shows. Show images of kids having fun and 
laughing, engaged and clearly having the best 
time ever… not a pile of props, albeit fancy 
props…!

The right pictures of children 
will show the benefits of your 
show. 
!!!!
!
!!!!!!

STOP READING 

�6The Money Shot - By Colette Kelly

Go to your website right now.!
Have an honest (and maybe critical) look!

at what your pictures are saying…

How does 
this help 

you?

Benefits:!
FUN! • Child is the star • Laughter



3. Not all pictures are created equal!!
As an entertainer you have our picture taken a lot… Parents want to capture the 
memories you are creating for their child, the special moments that is unfolding in 
front of them.!!

But have you ever looked at a photograph of your show and thought… !
“But that doesn't capture the real excitement of my show”?!

I have perfected the angles, techniques and tricks that make the pictures come to life 
and I am going to give you the formula. !!
You will learn how a single image can get you more bookings. I am going to tell you how 
to get the essence of excitement and fun into your show pictures. Learn how a picture 
of a child works on a booker at a subconscious level, and I will share some design 
techniques that will take your website to the next level.!
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Have you 
got pictures 
like these?

Often a picture 
just doesn't 
portray the 

emotion that we 
feel in real life.

This picture is underexposed and out of focus.
The impact is diluted as 
it is too widely framed

The kids look lost as this 
picture is too widely framed This picture is underexposed

You will learn 
how to go!
from this!
to this



Research to back it up…!!
The below research provides strong evidence that these techniques are successful.!
I want to share with you some research that was done on the subconscious and 
emotional effect that an image of a child has on people… !!

Professor Richard Wiseman from University of Hertfordshire, a psychologist and 
his team dropped 240 wallets around the city of Edinburgh.!
Not all the wallets were the same. A few displayed a picture of a cute baby, 
others had a picture of a puppy, some had a family picture and others contained 
an elderly couple’s portrait.!
An incredible 88% of these wallets had baby pictures in them got returned!!
The next were the wallets with puppies in at 53% and the percentages dropped 
rapidly for the wallets with images of families or elderly couples.!!

I’ve since seen adverts where companies selling double glazing for example, use a 
sleeping baby in the opening sequence… It has nothing to do with the product but 
the ‘cute-aggression’ impulse will likely be increasing their sales.!!

“Cute aggression” is a high positive-emotion that compels the person to 
want to protect the baby (or puppy) and therefor take a positive action, like 

returning the wallet. !!!!!!!!!!!
When you look at these pictures… do you go “aaah”? !
This is the ‘cute aggression’ in action… If you didn’t go ‘aaaah’, trust me, your 
customers would, because they are majority female and these images will key into 
their nurturing, protecting responses. !

You can use this phenomena to change the emotion 
of people on your website, 

to take action, to book you. 
This is what some of our customers have told, us indicating what is important to them:!

 
“We have some lovely photos of the children enjoying themselves and some 

great reactions”!
•!

“Thanks so much for putting so many smiles on the children’s faces.”!
•!

“We enjoyed every child’s smile, cheers and sense of fun, as well as the 
adults laughter”!
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What 
does your 
customer 

see?

How does 
this help 

you?



4. What is this ‘Money SHOT’?!
WikiPedia definition  
In general, a money shot (also called a money-making 
shot) is a provocative, sensational, or memorable image or 
sequence in a film, on which the commercial performance 
is perceived to depend.!!
In printed publications, a money shot may be a photograph 
that in itself drives an important percentage of the sales of 
the publication.!

In TV talk shows, a money shot may be a highly emotional 
scene, expressed in visible bodily terms, such as a guest's 
tearful confession of a previously well-kept secret.!

For you as an entertainer, ‘the Money Shot’ is an emotive image that portrays the 
benefits the customer what to book.!
It is the image(s) that shows the kids having a load of fun, kids laughing, kids fully 
engaged and quite frankly, having the time of their life. It shows the child at the 
centre of attention obviously being the birthday child and that it is all about them.!

These images — the money shot — 
shows them exactly what they want to book 

!
Remember what 

the customer 
wants?!!! !

They care about the benefits. What is in it for them? 
They care about how their child will be made to feel special, how their 

child is the centre of attention, how their child will be the envy of all their friends 
and how their party is going to be the party that all the mum’s talk about at school the 

next day at drop off and pick up. How the party will be stress-free for them and how their 
child will have the best memories of their birthday party…!!

All they care about it “What am I getting out of it?” 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What 
does your 
customer 

see?

How does 
this help 

you?



I’m sure you’ve seen this response a thousand times before… 
But your bookers seldom do. 

They are stood or sat at the back watching you and all they 
see are the backs of the kids heads… 

You want to show your bookers what you get to see. 
Think what sucker trick you use in your show that 

create this response. !
Show your booker the REAL magic… That what is 
happening on the children’s faces.!!
This little girl on the left is the birthday girl — she is 
the centre of attention and look at the faces of all 
the other children in the picture. They are fixated on 
the birthday star. The booker sees their child being 
that star, being the centre of attention.!
!

!!!
The two girls on the right are having a joint 
birthday party. Look at the joy on all their 
faces. Mums often miss out on these at the 
party as they are busy with food and drinks. 
Show your booker that you will ensure their 
child has the best time ever.!
 !!
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What 
does your 
customer 

see?

Take a 
minute to 
think…



5. Picture you should not forget to include!!
You can’t JUST have images of kids having fun…!
The booker wants to see what you look like.!!

Look at the ratio of people to product in the earlier example of the beverage adverts.!!
80 - 90% people : 10% product 
(Notice the 33% branding, now 
that's stuff for another lecture.)!!
You want to be using the same 
ratio for your website:!
80 - 90% kids having fun : 10 - 
20% entertainer and entertainer 
with props. ! !
In the picture below you can 
clearly see the entertainer... 
because all the kids are 
pointing at him! Note how he 
takes up less than a quarter of 
entire image. And what’s 
more… you can tell how the kids are enjoying the entertainer by their body 

language.!!
The booker sees you, and so 
much more… all the things she 
wants to see: FUN, enjoyment, 
engaged children, meaning she 
can relax.!!
Remember: 
They are not booking you, your 
props or your costume…!
They are booking the benefits 
they’ll be getting, their child being 
the centre of attention, the party 
being hassle free for them.!!!!!

Formula for pictures on your site:!!
Most images showing kids having fun + Some images with you in it at 
shows + Maybe two pictures at most of just you…!
= successful site that gets you more bookings!!
!
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Ratio!
80 : 20!

Kids having 
fun : you

What 
does your 
customer 

see?

How does 
this help 

you?



But what about the photoshoot I had done of me?!
I hear you groan, because you have just had a photoshoot done of you in your new 
costume… Don’t panic.!!
Here are some examples of how to make them work 
for you (and what to avoid…)!

• Combine those images with the money shots on your webpage. Look how 
the kids are pointing at the studio photo, still carry the message that the 
client wants to see.!

• Use the images of you relatively small in comparison to the ‘Money shots’.!
• Use images that captures your character.!
!
! ! ! !

!
What to avoid!

Not surprisingly, the description for this image came up as ‘stone cold magician’. 
Now that is saying something… I can’t imagine any parent wanting to book a 
‘Stone Cold Magician”…!

Avoid stereo typical, posy and characterless images. !!
Think out of the box and make sure your character comes across in 
your images.!!!
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How does 
this help 

you?

What 
does your 
customer 

see?



6. How to get ‘the Money shot’!!
Hopefully you are convinced that you need “the Money shot” to work for you on your 
website. But how do you go about getting it.!!
Below I will discussed two methods of how you can achieve this.!!
#1 Feeling Brave?  Photograph your own show!!

If you are a DIY kind of person, there are ways that you can 
‘photograph your own show’!
!

I have a bunch of FREE tools and ideas!
on how you can photograph your own show including 
a couple of amazing videos on how to work a 
camera. The videos also include a bunch of 
apps and other hints that will get you 

capturing those magic moments, sometimes 
using nothing more than a smart phone.!!

Think about asking a friend or family member to help you out with your DIY 
set up to ‘mind the camera’ as while you are performing, you can’t stop 

the little kid messing with your tripod, while you are mid 
performance…!
Should the tripod get bumped or knock over (and this has 
happened to me) you may end up with about 20 images of 
the ceiling…!

!
   Please click this link!

www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot!!
!!!
!

!!!!
Have a look at the videos that tells you how to work a camera, how to set up your 
own photoshoot and how to get web images from your smart phone.!!
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Go to the webpage right now.!
www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot!
Have a look around. See how much is on offer

How does 
this help 

you?

http://www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot
http://www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot
http://www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot


#2 Get a professional photographer for £30.00!

Use a professional photographer - Highly recommended!!
I would highly recommend using a pro photographer. For the simple reason that if 
you are pro at something you do it well… Just like you being a pro entertainer, you 
do what you do well.!
Leave the photography to someone that knows so that you can concentrate on 
what you know… entertaining and being awesome!!!
Where to start?!

Find your photographer here!
www.photographers.co.uk 

This is the best place to go for your photographer.!
We found our key assistant photographer here.!!!

This site is full of very talented photographers. A lot of them have only just qualified 
and are hungry for work. They are eager and willing to work.!!
You are getting someone that knows how to work a camera like a scientific 
instrument, all they need is the right ingredients, a well tested formula and they will 
create the magic for you!!!! !

!
We paid £30 for an hour’s shoot!

and got about 80 images.!
That’s £0.38 an image!

!
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Go on, this book is going no where.!
Go check it out >>>> www.photographers.co.uk 

Have a look around. See how much is on offer.

How does 
this help 

you?

http://www.photographers.co.uk
http://www.photographers.co.uk
http://www.photographers.co.uk


Photography is an investment for your business, but only if you 
get the right images from your photographer. 

The key is to supply a good brief.!
You need to tell them EXACTLY what you want.!

What to do next?!
Hover on the ‘Find a Photographer tab’ > select your area > click on the ‘All other 
photography’ picture and complete the ‘Request for Quotes’ form.!
You post your brief. A detailed description of what you are looking for… and you will 
be inundated by applicants. (Don’t panic… I’ve included a sample brief below)!

Here is an example brief… 
“I am a children’s entertainer and I need a photographer to photograph a kids 
birthday party ages 4 - 6. I am looking to capture the ‘magic’ that happens on the 
kids faces as they engage with the entertainment. I need someone that will be 
able to deliver what I need, with a measure of creativity and flair. Follow the brief, 
but be flexible to bring your own ideas in. I will supply a detailed brief, including 
shot list, example images and comprehensive details of what I require from the 
shoot. I look forward to hear from a child loving, talented photographer.”!!

Having good brief will ensure you get the right person for the job, which is as 
important as getting the right images.!!

Wait for the applications. Look at their portfolios. Then pick your photographer.!
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How does 
this help 

you?



Well Done! You’ve got a photographer!!
Now you need to add the ingredients and supply the formula to create 
the magic.!!
To save you a lot of hassle, I have include the photographer’s brief 
at the end of this document.!!!!!

Photographer’s Brief!
Download the Photographer's Brief here!

This is to be given to your photographer to inform them what it is you want!!
Some more tips to give your photographer the best idea 
of what you want.!!

To get the message across even stronger, let them have 
a look at other photographs and websites so they can 

get a good idea of that what you are looking for and want 
from them.!!
Remember how much we learn from visuals? So just telling 

them what you want, may not be enough.!!
Again, being as kind as I am… I’ve included a gallery of images as 
examples for your photographer. These are the MUST HAVE shots. 
Make sure you photographer sees these pictures.!!
Go on over to http://www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot/ and click on the 
gallery.!!

• One last requirement before you photograph your show •!!
You’ve got your “DIY photograph-your-show-setup” or you’ve splashed out and 
booked and briefed a photographer. Now what?!!
You need to make sure that the show you want to photograph is the right show. This 
takes a bit of planning and thinking.!!

Things to consider: 
 

Is it the right age group? Are they in your sweet spot? You’ll know from experience 
which show should be ideal. I know that a four or five year old girl’s party is far more 
likely to go smoother than a 7 year old boy’s party… Well, for me anyway. !
Think about what the venue looks like — remember the venue will make up a lot of 
the background in most of your images. Maybe you need to consider using a 
backdrop as some venues are quite frankly, ugly. Also, what is the lighting like? 
Some are very dark and wouldn’t be suitable for a photoshoot.!
Once you’ve established which show would be ideal, you can’t just rock up at that 
show, rig up your camera and shoot to your heart’s content…!
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How does 
this help 

you?

How does 
this help 

you?

https://s3.amazonaws.com/MagicianBusiness/Documents/Photographers+brief.pdf
http://www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot/


You need to have the booker’s permission (and all the parents 
of the kids that will be present, needs to be informed).!!
WHY?!
Due to child protection and all sorts of other legal 

requirements, you need permission to not only photograph children, but also to use 
the images for marketing your services. Sadly there may be children present at the 
party that are under child protection. Their identity may be protected to ensure their 
safety and their photograph can therefore not appear anywhere publicly, like the 
internet.!!

How do you do that? !
Contact the booker and ask for their permission. We always give the booker a copy 
all the images from the shoot on a disc as a thank you, should they agree. This is a 
great keep sake for them of their child’s party.!
!
For a very formal, written agreement, you can use a Model 
release form. !
This covers a lot of details, exclusions and gives you a 
tangible record that you can keep for future reference should 
you need that. !
I have included a sample model release form at the back of 
this document and on the webpage 
www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot!
You need to ensure that all the parents are okay with their 
child being photographed at the party. !
But, Phew… That is a lot of model release forms! Extra 
paperwork and to be honest, a whole lot of hassle.!!

I do it a different way.!!
I have included the exact wording* of how to get every parent’s permission 
to photograph at the party at back of this document on the webpage 
www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot!
*Disclaimer!
You don’t want to give them an opportunity to say ‘no’.!
However, should any parent have any objections, they will let you (or the 
booker) know.!
Don’t worry if you get one or two parents that cannot give their permission, 
there are ways to get around this. Know which child(ren) can’t be 
photographed. Make sure your photographer knows who they are and that 
they are NOT to be included in the images. Sit the children on the side of the 

group, not bang in the middle as the photographer can then frame the images in 
such a way to crop them out of the shots.!!

You are now ready to 
photograph your show!!!

Remember:  
Have the best fun ever! Because these are the images that are going to sell your 
services.!
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How does 
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you?

http://www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot
http://www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot


!
7. How to get more bookings using ‘the Money shot’!!

WOW! You need a pat on the back! If you have 
made it this far, you are a few final steps away 
from getting more bookings from your ‘money 
shots’. Well done you!!!!
You have a whole bunch of amazing images taken by your DIY set up or 
your brilliant photographer. How amazing is it to see those fabulous 
reactions finally being captured in such a way you get a buzz from just 
looking at them? It’s great, isn’t it?!!
Let’s see what the final steps are that will launch your site into the next level.!!

Remember: 
• It is all about the benefits to them.!
• Their child is the centre of attention and the star of the show.!
• The children are fully engaged with what’s happening, making it stress 

free for them as parents.!
• It’s about what other parents will tell them what a wonderful party they’ve 

organised.!
• It shows them what they want to hear.!!

Use what the booker wants to see, to get you more bookings.!!
Getting these ‘money shots’ on your website will convert a site visitors to potential 
bookers. And all they are, are simple composites* using the right images (the money 
shots) and call to action buttons. !
*A composite means to combine an image (or images) with a graphic or two.!!
Have a look at this example:!

Use the images your booker want to see and direct them where to click on your site.!
The ‘Children pointing shot’ tells the booker where to go.!
Also note the 80:20 ratio?!
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On our site we have 20% of people 
on our site click on this image. And 
it takes theme exactly where we 
want them — our enquiry form to 
check our availability. !
Once the booker lands on our 
enquiry page, we capture their 
email address and have an 
opportunity to tell them more of what they want to hear. But that is a whole different lecture!!!

You now know how to get the images.!
Let me show you get these final composites.!!

It is easier than you think — and FREE if you are willing to spend a bit of time…!!
I use a brilliant FREE online tool is called PicMonkey. It is a basic photo editing programme that 
you can use to create these composites within minutes!!
Follow the minute and a half long video on the web page (link just underneath the picture) showing 
you how to create composites like this one.!
And that’s how long it takes: a minute and a 
half!!
Take a bit of time and look at the 
comprehensive tutorial on how to work 
PicMonkey.!

Also included on the page is a bunch 
of these ‘call to action’ buttons 

FREE for you to download and 
use. There is a range of 
colours and appropriate 
actions you want your booker 

to take, like ‘Click here’, 
‘Book Now’, ‘Get a 
Quote’ and so on.!

www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot!!
8. Final words from Colette!!

Thank you for reading this document. I hope and trust that the information that I 
have shared was of interest to you. I have loved creating this resource for you.!

Remember 
The only way that this resource is going to get you more bookings from these 
“Money shots”, is by you taking the actions, following the steps and adding the 
images to your site and in your marketing materials.!
If you have any questions, get in touch and I’ll try my best to answer them.!
Thank you for your support.!
PS: Don’t forget to check out all the FREE stuff on the website!

www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot!
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- Colette Kelly
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Free Stuff on!
 www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot!!

Videos:!
• “Don’t sell the steak, sell the sizzle” video!
• Video tutorials on how to use a camera by Julian Mather!
• DIY photography setup by Julian Mather!
• PicMonkey Tutorial - how to use PicMonkey!
• PicMonkey Tutorial - how to make a composite!!

Example brief for posting a Job for a professional 
photographer!!

I am a children’s entertainer and I need a photographer to photograph a kids birthday party ages 
4 - 6. I am looking to capture the ‘magic’ that happens on the kids faces as they engage with the 
entertainment. I need someone that will be able to deliver what I need, with a measure of 
creativity and flair. Follow the brief, but be flexible to bring your own ideas in. I will supply a 
detailed brief, including shot list, example images and comprehensive details of what I require 
from the shoot. I look forward to hear from a child loving, talented photographer.!!

Professional Photographer’s brief - Click here for a digital copy!!
The Brief 
To take emotive photographs that capture the children's reactions and enjoyment during the magic 
show. The purpose of these images you capture is to sell the magic show by showing the pure 
involvement of the children and how much of a great time they are having. !
What do you need? 
You know that you are going to a magic show to take photographs, but so everything runs smoothly 
you need the details:!
Location 
Where is the magic show being held? You need the exact address with Postcode so you can put it in 
your Sat Nav, if you have one.  
Is it indoors, outdoors? What type of building is it. This might seem silly at this stage but it is essential 
to know so you can understand and think ahead with regard to lighting conditions and the equipment 
needed for the shoot. You can always google a photo of the venue so it looks familiar if you get lost 
on the day. !
Time 
What time do you need to be there? You need to give yourself enough time to get there safely and 
account for traffic.  
How long will you be there for? This is something that you need to know so you can be prepared with 
your equipment. Charge your batteries, might you need spare batteries? Consider how much 
memory you will need and how many memory cards you will take. !
Contact 
Make sure you have the Entertainer’s contact number and the booker of the party which will usually 
be the mother of the child. It is always helpful to have point of contact and to be able to communicate 
if ever you get lost on the way to the venue or need to ask any questions before hand. !
The Magic Show 
Once you arrive at the venue the Entertainer should be finishing setting up and preparing for the 
show to begin. Introduce yourself to the booker of the party and check that everything is running 
smoothly and don't forget to say a special Hello to the Birthday Boy/Girl! This is the perfect time to 
get your camera out and take some test shots, check the lighting and possibly adjust your White 
Balance. You shouldn't need to shoot in Raw, the best format for you to shoot in is Large Jpeg. !
Lighting 
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Does the room have good ambient light? For the majority of the images you are going to be taking, 
an aperture of 5.6 is a good starting point. So start with your aperture and adjust your shutter speed 
and ISO accordingly so the image is correctly exposed. You will not want to drop your shutter speed 
to anything less than 60 or you will start to get movement and your images will not be as clear as you 
might wish. A good stating point for shutter speed is 100, take into consideration that the children will 
be excited and will not stay still the whole time. Your ISO will have to be quite high but now you have 
chosen roughly what you want your F stop and shutter speed to be you can gage what to set your 
ISO too. !
Position 
Where are you going to stand to get the best shots to meet the brief? The best place for you to stand 
is ideally to the side and slightly behind the entertainer, shooting towards the crowd of children. This 
is where you will get the majority of shots of the children's faces, reactions and lots of pointing in your 
direction. Don't be afraid to move around to find the best position to suit that venue or group of 
children and swap from the right and left hand side of the entertainer. This is going to be your main 
position throughout the show but there are other options and ways to achieve great shots and give 
variety to your shoot. Stand behind the children for a few and even at the side of the group of 
children with all their happy faces staring towards the front. So you don't feel like you are taking the 
same shot over and over don't forget to use different zoom lengths. You can stand in one position 
and take a wide shot to establish the whole scene and just by zooming in on the children's faces 
creates a completely different image. !
Angles 
What is going to be your best angle? Being eye level with the children is going to be great for 
capturing their emotion. The children will be more often than not sat down apart from the few crazy 
ones that just have to jump up. The majority of the shots should be taken on this level as it is the 
most engaging but other angles work as well and it is always important to give variety. A few shots 
standing up capturing the whole group is a good idea. !
Focus 
What is going to be your main focal point in your images? The children should always be your focal 
point throughout the shoot. With a low aperture of 5.6 or something similar it is very important where 
you are going to focus your camera as the surrounding areas of your focal point are going to be 
noticeable out of focus. This shallow depth of field is good as it creates mood and purpose within 
your images. Always keep in mind that the Birthday boy/girl will usually be the child most involved in 
the show and you will get a good chance to focus on them and capture their reactions when they do 
one on one tricks with the entertainer. !
Post Production 
Once the show has finished it's time to say goodbyes and head home to upload your brilliant photos. 
There should be no editing involved as you have correctly exposed your images. Depending on how 
many images you have taken (more is better than less) make sure you don't have any images that 
are far too similar and if you do pick the best one, basing your decision on the brief.  
Contact the client and find out how he wishes to receive the images 
One of the best and quickest ways to give your images to the client is to use a File transfer such as 
Dropbox or WeTransfer. This is suitable if the images are going to be used online as the DPI does 
not need to be any higher than 72. If the client intends to also print the images then your best option 
is to burn the images to a disc and send it as this allows for the images not to be reduced and stay at 
their original size so they are suitable for printing.!!

How to get permission to photograph at the who!
*Disclaimer!
Legal Disclaimer: This document does not address every circumstance or possibility, and might not fit all of your needs exactly. 
Further, it is not intended as legal advice. Colette Kelly takes no responsibility for the use of this form. Your use of this wording in no way 
creates a legal relationship between you and Colette Kelly, or any other person or entity. Your situation is unique, and I am not aware of 
your particular circumstances, therefore I suggest that you contact a lawyer to discuss your circumstances, and verify that this wording 
fits your needs.!
Print out and send the booker these few lines to include in all the party invitations:!!

{Your stage name} will be appearing at our party. His/her performance and all the guests at 
the party will be photographed and the images may be used for promotional purposes on 
his/her printed materials and/or online.!!
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Photography model release example!!
Download for free from:!!
http://www.mcpactions.com/blog/2012/08/27/free-model-release-form/!!

(Place	  your	  logo	  here)	  !
Model	  Release	  !

This	  Agreement	  is	  between	  ______________	  (put	  your	  company	  name	  here)_____________	  
(“Photographer”)	  and	  the	  following	  persons:	  !

(Put	  in	  name	  or	  names	  of	  Model(s)	  here)	  !!
(“Models”).	  !
In	  consideraBon	  of	  the	  engagement	  as	  a	  model,	  and	  for	  other	  good	  and	  valuable	  consideraBon	  
herein	  acknowledged	  as	  received,	  I	  hereby	  grant	  to	  Photographer,	  his/her	  legal	  representaBves,	  
heirs	  and/or	  assigns,	  those	  for	  whom	  Photographer	  is	  acBng,	  and	  those	  acBng	  with	  his/her	  
authority	  and	  permission	  (collecBvely	  “Photographer”),	  the	  absolute	  right	  and	  permission	  to	  
copyright	  and	  use,	  re-‐use,	  and	  publish,	  photographic	  portraits	  or	  pictures	  of	  me	  or	  in	  which	  I	  may	  
be	  included,	  in	  whole	  or	  in	  part,	  or	  composite	  or	  distorted	  in	  character	  or	  form,	  without	  restricBon	  
as	  to	  changes	  or	  alteraBons	  from	  Bme	  to	  Bme,	  in	  conjuncBon	  with	  my	  own	  or	  a	  ficBBous	  name,	  or	  
reproducBons	  thereof	  in	  colour	  or	  otherwise,	  made	  through	  any	  medium	  at	  his/her	  studios	  or	  
elsewhere,	  and	  in	  any	  and	  all	  media	  now	  or	  hereaJer	  known,	  for	  art,	  adverBsing,	  trade	  or	  any	  
other	  legal	  purpose.	  	  I	  also	  consent	  to	  the	  use	  of	  any	  printed	  maKer	  in	  conjuncBon	  therewith.	  !
I	  hereby	  waive	  any	  right	  that	  I	  may	  have	  to	  inspect	  or	  approve	  the	  finished	  product	  or	  products	  or	  
the	  adverBsing	  copy	  or	  printed	  maKer	  that	  may	  be	  used	  in	  connecBon	  therewith	  or	  the	  use	  to	  
which	  it	  may	  be	  applied.	  !
I	  hereby	  release,	  discharge	  and	  agree	  to	  hold	  harmless	  Photographer	  from	  any	  and	  all	  liability	  that	  
has	  or	  may	  occur	  or	  be	  produced	  in	  the	  taking	  of	  said	  pictures	  or	  any	  subsequent	  process	  thereof,	  
as	  well	  as	  any	  publicaBon	  thereof.	  	  	  !
I	  acknowledge	  that	  I	  am	  at	  least	  18	  years	  old,	  and	  have	  the	  right	  and	  ability	  to	  consent	  to	  the	  terms	  
herein,	  and	  further,	  that	  I	  have	  am	  authorised	  and	  able	  to	  sign	  on	  behalf	  of	  all	  persons	  listed	  above	  
as	  Model(s).	  	  	  	  	  !
I	  have	  read,	  understood,	  and	  agree	  to	  the	  terms	  of	  this	  Release.	  	  I	  understand	  that	  I	  am	  or	  may	  be	  
giving	  up	  certain	  legal	  rights	  by	  signing	  this	  Release.	  !
Date:	  	   	   __________________________________________	  !
Printed	  Name:	  __________________________________________	  !
Signature:	  	  	   __________________________________________	  !
Address:	  	  	   __________________________________________	  	  
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!
Gallery on MUST HAVE photographs!
Photographs of the shot you want from your photographer.!!
PNG’s!
- ready made with wording like “book now”, click here and get a quote in a range of colours and 
styles!!
www.magicianbusiness.com/the-money-shot!!
Other free stuff you can check out!!
Photodex!
- A fast, easy and customisable slideshow maker.!
www.photodex.com!!
Fiverr!
The place for people to share things they're willing to do for $5, like graphics, composites, logo 
design , etc.!
fiverr.com!
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