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1.1. Pre-History: Stone, Neolithic, 
Bronze, Iron Ages



• Stone Age (to 10,000 
BCE) 

• Neolithic Age (10,000–
4,000 BCE) 

• Bronze Age (3,000–
1,200 BCE) 

• Iron Age (1,200–600 
BCE)







1.2. Early Empires in Mesopotamia 
(the Middle East)



• Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers 

• Sumerians 

• Akkadians 

• Amorites/Babylon







1.3. Hammurabi’s Law Code





1.4. Religion, Society and Literacy



• Polytheism 

• Monotheism 

• Epic of Gilgamesh 

• Appease the Gods





1.5. Ancient Egypt: Pharaoh 
and the Nile



• Pharaoh as Divine Link 

• KA and Osiris, 
Mummies 

• Judgment Day 

• Rituals Appease the 
Gods





1.6. The Hebrews: Rise of Israel 
and Judah



• Scriptures as…… 

• Saul c. 1025, David c. 
1000, Solomon c. 970 

• Israel and Judah 

• Emerging Monotheism





• Israel and 10 Tribes, 722 
BCE fall to invasion 

• Prophets had warned…. 

• Judah and 2 tribes, 586 
BCE fall to invasion  

• Enslavement in Babylon



1.7. Phoenicians, Assyrians 
and Persians



•  The Phoenicians: 
Alphabet model, trade  

• The Assyrians, 1360-700 
BCE, The Terror 

• The Persians: Cyrus the 
Great and 
Zoroastrianism
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2.1. Early Greece: Minoan and 
Mycenaean Civilizations



• Minoan Crete, 
Knossus, 2800-1400 
BCE 

• Mycenaeans, 
1600-1100 BCE 

• Homer and the Ideals 
of later Greeks, ILIAD 
and ODYSSEY





2.2. The Polis: Sparta



• “A cog in a machine…” 
Boys, at birth, aged 7, 
20, 30 and 60…. 

• Insights of Lycurgus 

• Helots as Backbone  

• Women in Sparta



2.3. The Polis: Athens



• The Rise of “-archies” 
Theocracy, Monarchy, 
Democracy, Oligarchy, 
Tyranny too! 

• Solon 594 BCE, Athens 
Compromises 

• Cleisthenes 508 BCE



2.4. The Persian Wars to 479 BCE



• The Ionian Revolt 499 
BCE, “The friend of my 
enemy is my….” 

• Eretria and Athens 490 
BCE 

• Marathon 490 BCE



• “Not if, but when-- the 
Persians come back.” 

• Themistocles, Silver 
and Naval Strategy 

• Xerxes of Persia 





• Thermopylae 480 BCE 

• Salamis 480 BCE 

• Athens Obliterated 

• Platea 479 BCE





2.5. The Peloponnesian War, 
431-404 BCE



• Shortlived, Heroic Unity 
of Greeks 

• Sparta and Athens 

• Athenian Imperialism 

• War 431-404 BCE





• Periclean Athens: 
Citizenship and the 
Naval Strategy 

• Plague in Athens, 429 
BCE 

• War 431-404 BCE



2.6. The Golden Age of Athens





• Periclean Athens: 
History, Drama, 
Architecture 

• Herodotus (died 425 
BCE) and Thucydides 
(died c. 400 BCE) 

• Objectivity, Reason, 
Study of Mankind



• Tragedy of ANTIGONE 
Sophocles (died 406 
BCE) 

• Comedy LYSISTRATA 
Aristophanes (died 385 
BCE) 

• Social Commentary 
Fate, Emotions, Gods 
Good and Evil



2.7. Philosophy and Religion



• Sophists, Rhetoric Skills 

• Socrates, (died 399 BCE)  

• Plato, (died 347 BCE) 

• Aristotle, (died 322 BCE)



• Socrates, Socratic 
Method, Speculation of 
All Things, “bitter cup” 

• Plato, “What is real?” 
Forms, “The Republic”  

• Aristotle, Research, 
Investigate, Senses



• Greek Religious Ideas: 
Public, Polytheistic, 
Ritualistic 

• Twelve Gods, Mt. 
Olympus: Zeus, Athena, 
Aphrodite, Poseidon….  

• Divination and Oracles



2.8. Macedonian Hegemony: 
Barbarian Unity





• Consolidation of 
Frontiers  

• “Barbarian” Unifier of 
Greek Power by 338 
BCE





2.9. Campaigns of Alexander 
the Great





• Philip II Assassinated 
336 BCE 

• Marched into Asia 
Minor, 334 BCE





• 333 BCE Issus Victory, 
Invaded Lebanon 

• 332 BCE Egypt 
Surrendered, Pharaoh 

• 331 BCE Gaugamela 
Victory, Persia 
Collapses 

• Marched into India, 326 
BCE, Mutiny





• Back to Babylon 

• Alexander as “Son of 
Hercules” 

• Renewed Connections: 
East/West 

• No Clear Heir



2.10. The Spread of Hellenistic Culture





• Hellenistic = Greek-like 

• Many Successor 
Kingdoms:  
• Ptolemy (Egypt) 
• Seleucids (Asia) 

• Common Hellenistic 
Urban Culture





• Hellenistic Trade 
Network 

• Exodus of Greeks to 
Asia and Africa to 250 
BCE 

• Slavery 

• Rising Roles of Women



2.11. Stoicism, Skepticism, 
Epicureanism







• Stoicism: Happiness in 
Virtue, Live in Harmony 
with Divine Will, Engage, 
Accept Your Duty 

• Skepticism: Sensory 
Knowledge is Deceptive, 
Cannot Prove Anything 

• Epicureanism: Pursue a 
Pleasurable Life, Avoid 
Pain, Withdraw from Life
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3.1. Foundational Elements of Roman 
Society: Power of Tradition



• Heroic Myths: 
Romulus, Horatius, 
Lucretia, 
Cincinnatus 

• The “father of the 
family”





• Patricians (old elite) 

• Plebeians (non-elite)



3.2. Roman Organizational Genius



• Monarchy to 
Republic: Good 
Government 

• Organization: 
Alphabet Soup of 
Offices/Titles





• Consuls with IMPERIUM 
(command) 

• The Roman Senate





3.3. Government and Law 
in the Republic





• The Struggle of the 
Orders 494 BCE, Army 
Mutiny 

• The 12 Tables of Law, 
Separate and Unequal 

• By 287 BCE All Equal 
Under Law



• Father’s Power 

• Female Guardianship 

• Property Rights, Debt 

• Intermarriage



3.4. The Punic Wars: 264–146 B.C.E.





• The First Punic War, 
264-241 BCE 

• Control of Sicily, 
Naval vs. Army 
Tactics 

• Roman Navy 
Developed 

• Sicily Taken, $$$



• The Second Punic War, 
218-201 BCE 

• Control of Spain, 
Sardinia & Corsica 

  
• Carthaginian Army 

Developed, Hannibal







• Roman Expansionism 

• Carthage Razed, 146 
BCE, 3rd Punic War



3.5. Socio-Economic Trends of 
Imperialism





• Expansion: Slaves, 
Plunder, Jobs, 
Prestige, Land 

• Collapse of Small 
Farming Class



3.6. Decline of the Republic



Land Reform: 
Tiberius Gracchus 



Army Reform: 
Marius Landless, 
Professional, 
Soldiers Loyal to 
Leader as the Path to 
Power





Julius Caesar 
(100-44 BCE) 
• Victor in Spain 60 BCE 
• Held Army Command 

in Gaul 
• Marched on Rome in 

49 BCE, Triumphant in 
Rome, 45 BCE



• Julius Caesar Master 
of Rome, Dictator for 
Life 

• Senatorial Power 
Weak, Real Power is 
the Army 

• Senatorial Enemies 
Organized Conspiracy 
to Assassinate Caesar





3.7. The Principate of 
Augustus Caesar





• Octavian Pursued 
Enemies of Julius 
Caesar 

• Proscription Policy 

• Defeat & Death of 
Antony/Cleopatra, 30 
BCE 





• Octavian Controls Rome, 
Accumulates Titles: 
CAESAR, PRINCEPS, 
AUGUSTUS  

• Total Domination of 
Rome: Army, Law, Taxes, 
Economics, Religion 

• Ruled until 14 CE, 
“King?”  



3.8. Imperial Prosperity: Too Many 
Frontiers 





• “A RED GIANT?” Is 
expansion always a 
sign of strength? 

• Challenges: 
Language, Law, 
Transport, Religion 

• Origins of the West 
and East Division  



3.9. Diocletian and Constantine



• Emperor Diocletian  
(r. 284-305) “The Rule 
of Four” 

• Economic Edicts: 
Prices, Labor, Taxes 

• Christianity 
Assaulted  





Emperor Constantine



• Battle of Milvian Bridge 
312, Edict of Milan 313 

• Christianity Accepted 
as a Legal Religion 

• Council of Nicaea 325: 
What is Christianity? 



3.10. The Invasions and Challenge of 
Christianity





• The Roman Empire 
as a highway…. 

• Push/Pull out of Asia 

• New Culture: Roman 
Fused with Migrants



3.11. Church Fathers: Jerome and 
Augustine



St. Augustine of Hippo



St. Jerome



• Jerome (d. 420): The 
Vulgate Bible, 
Standard Latin Text 

• Augustine of Hippo (d. 
430): Confessions & 
City of God, Celibacy 

• Monasticism 

• Petrine Supremacy  
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4.1. Byzantine Empire



The Byzantine Empire in 650 A.D.



• Justinian (r. 527-565) 

• Attempted Recreation 
of Old Empire, East/
West 

• Codification of Laws 

• Fortress City, Trade  



4.2. Muhammad and the Spread of 
Islam



• Muhammad and Islam 

• Visions Inspired by 
Allah 

• Qur’an/Koran





• Mecca, Ka’aba, Trade, 
To Medina 622 

• Unity of Political and 
Religious Authority





4.3. Sunni/Shia Schism and Caliphates





Five Pillars: 
• Belief in Allah, 

Muhammad as Prophet 
  
• Prayer Five Times a Day 

• Ramadan Fasting 

• Pilgrimage to Mecca 
and the Ka’aba 

  
• Charity/Alms 



• Muhammad: Who is 
to lead Islam? 

• Sunni/Shi’ia: Leader 
of Islam 

• Personal Struggle: 
Jihad 

• Expansionism





4.4. Charlemagne and Empire



Charlemagne, 768-814



• Expansionism and 
Conversion 

• Counts, Missi, 
Coinage, Court 
Culture 





• Charlemagne, The 
Pope, Rome and 
Christmas 800 

• Idea of a Holy, Roman, 
Emperor   

• Cooperation of Crown 
and Church 

• Treaty of Verdun in 843 



4.5. Invaders, Raiders and 
Feudal Development



• Late Roman Empire 
Invasions: Vandals, 
Goths, Franks, Huns 

• Challenges of 
Vikings, Magyars and 
Muslims   

• Raid or Settlement? 

• Ninth & Tenth 
Centuries 







• From Raids to 
Settlement 

• Magyars into Hungary, 
Muslims into Sicily   

• Viking Expansionism 

• Threats Spur Change 





• Fiefs, Vassals, Lords, 
Homage & Manors 

  
• Two & Three Field 

Systems of Production 

• Tithes, Fees, Taxes in 
Kind, Limited Coinage 

• Free/Unfree Labor: 
Serfs, Slaves, Peasants 



4.6. Agriculture, Trade and the Rise of 
Cities



• Increased Food Supply, 
Efficiency 

• Cities as Trade Depots





• The Commune: Laon 
Buys Freedom, 1116 

• Guilds, Monopolies, 
Banking & Credit 

• Urban Environments





4.7. Universities, Theology, Philosophy 
and the Arts





• Personnel for Church 
and State 

• The 7 Liberal Arts 

• Specialists: Law, 
Theology, Medicine 

• Scholasticism: Faith 
and Reason









4.8. William of Normandy and the 
English Model



• Disputed Inheritance: 
Anglo-Saxon England 

• William of Normandy 

• Battle of Hastings, 
1066 

• Consolidation of 
Holdings, Fiefs





• Norman Fusion  

• Shires, Reeves, and 
Control of England 

• Tower of London 

• Domesday Survey of 
1086





4.9. Papal Monarchy



• Bishop of Rome, 
Petrine Supremacy, 
Papal States 

• Lay Investiture: Politics 
& the Church 

• Papal Power: Schism, 
Investiture, Crusade



Pope Gregory VII vs. King Henry IV in 1077



4.10. Crusade Mentality, Reconquest of 
Iberia





• Expansion: 
Christendom in 
Europe 

• Reconquest of 
Iberia: 711-1492, 
Militant Faith





4.11. Magna Carta as Game Changer



• English Development 
to 1199 

• King John, r. 
1199-1216 

• Taxes, Military, 
Interdict, 
Excommunication





• Magna Carta of 1215 

• Church Freedom, 
Rule of Law, Monarch 
Under Law 

• Fair Taxation, 
Inheritance and 
Property Control



4.12. Mongols and Muscovy



• Unity of Mongols, 
Invasion of China 

• Silk Road Empire of 
the Steppe 

• Seized Kiev by 1240 

• Muscovy/Moscow 
Rises to Power 





4.13. Black Death



• Bacteria/Flea/Rat, 
Many Forms Spread It 

• Devastated China 1331 

• Followed the Silk Road 

• Into Italy 1347





• Variable Death Rates: 
1347–51 Across Region 

• Estimations: 25-50% 

• Confused Many: How? 

• Anti-Semitism



4.14. Socio-Economic Impact of the 
Black Death





• Broke Feudalism and 
Manorialism in Spots 

• Serious Labor Crisis 

• Elite Attempts to Stop 
the Rise of Labor Fail 

• Revolts: France, 
England and Italy



4.15. The 100 Years’ War



• Since 1066 English 
Kings Had French Land 

• War in Spurts in France 

• English Victories: 
Crecy (1346), Poitiers, 
(1356) Agincourt (1415) 

• Joan of Arc (died 1431)





4.16. Impact of War



• Central Monarchies: 
Office of Government 

• Expensive Militaries 
Need Tax Funding 

• English Parliament 
Rises 





4.17. The Papal Schism



• Petrine Supremacy Idea in 
the West 

• Avignon: Pope Under 
French Influence 1309 

• “Babylonian Captivity”  

• Disputed Election of 1378: 
Two Popes! 

• Rise of Popular Piety





4.18. Europe in the Late Middle Ages



• Centralizing Monarchs: 
England, France, Spain 

• Christian Disunity: The 
Challenges to the Pope 

• Economic Power: The 
Hanseatic League, 
Venice, England 

• Optimism and Energy 
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5.1. Early Renaissance: Humanism and 
Classicism





• Individualism and 
Secularism 

• Humanism: Use of 
Ancient Greek & Latin  

• Close Scholarship of 
Classic Texts 

• Civic Education &  
Service to the State



5.2. Art and Patronage Perspectives





• Artistic Focus: Nature & 
Humanity 

• Anatomy, Movement, 
Math, Perspective, 
Patrons  

• Architecture, Sculpture 
• Classical & Religious 

Themes Dominated



5.3. The Ottoman Empire Challenges 
Europe





• Byzantine Empire Fell 
1453: End of Rome! 

• Ottoman Turks 
Expanded into SE 
Europe,The  
Janissaries



• Ottomans Defeated 
Hungarians 1526 

• Military Pressure on 
Eastern Europe to 
1680s



5.4. Machiavelli: Political Norms, 
Government





• Niccolo Machiavelli 
(died 1527) 

• Concepts of Political 
Power/Use: The 
Prince 

• Florence’s Political 
Situation: Statecraft



• How to Get/Keep 
Power: Let 
Conscience Sleep! 

• Amoral: Love or Fear



5.5. Christian Humanism in Northern 
Europe





• Desiderius Erasmus 

• Christian Humanism: 
Philosophy of Life 

• Inner Piety Over 
External Forms: In 
Praise of Folly 

• Classical Scholar: 
Edited Vulgate Bible



5.6. Consolidation of National 
Monarchies: England, France, Iberia







• England: Wars of 
Roses to 1485, Tudor 
Family, Henry VIII & 
Parliament 

• France: Taxation 
Power of King Louis 
XI 



• Castile & Aragon: 
1469 Marriage, 
Reconquest, 
Inquisition, Future 
Unity



5.7. Reform of Christian Practice: 
Luther & Calvin



• Jan Hus & John 
Wyclif: Vernacular, 
Papal Power, 
Conciliarism 

  
• Martin Luther: “Am I 

saved?” Indulgences 

• 95 Theses: “Abuses” 
Challenged





• Excommunicated, On 
Trial 1521, Charles V  

• Justification by Faith 
Alone, Scriptures



• Doctrines Spread: 
The Princes Lead, 
Printing, Luther as 
Pro-Elite 

• Monastics 
Undermined





• John Calvin 

• Institutes of the 
Christian Religion, 
1536 

• Predestination, 
“Omni” 

• Theocracy of Geneva: 
Ordinances, Control



5.8. The Religious Reorganization of 
Europe







• King Henry IV of 
France, Ended 
French Wars of 
Religion by 1594 

• Religious Diversity of 
the Netherlands, 
Revolt 1566 

• United Provinces, 
1609



• John Knox, 
Presbyterian Scotland 

• Orthodoxy in the East



5.9. The English Change of Religious 
Models





• Henry VIII Replaced 
Pope Mary Attempted 
Changes 

• Queen Elizabeth I: Faith 
Moderation/Toleration 

• Continuation of 
Extreme Feelings, 
Puritans, RCC



• Mary Queen of Scots, 
Spanish Armada 1588 

• Protestant Elements



5.10. Roman Catholicism and Council 
of Trent





• Council of Trent 
1545–63 

• Reaffirmed The Seven 
Sacraments, Works, 
Tradition, Clerical 
Power, 
Transubstantiation



• Protestant and 
Internal Reform 
Pressure Off 

• Society of Jesus: 
Jesuits
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6.1. Portugal: Prince Henry & Marco 
Polo 





• The Silk Road, 
Hanseatic League 

• Marco Polo, 1270s 

• Wealth, Exotic Asian 
Spices & Products 

• Break Muslim Trade 

• Seek Christians? 





• Prince Henry the 
Navigator, (1394–
1460) 

• Discovered Islands 

• African Coastline 

• Christianity, Trade, 
Exploration, Slaves 





6.2. Columbus & the New World





• Portuguese Lead! 

• Sailing Savvy, Wind 
and Water Cycles 

• Go West, Get East 

• Contract Outlined, 
State Economics





6.3. Exploring, Settling, Exploiting the 
New World





• Exported: Maize, 
Potatoes, Tobacco, 
Cocoa, Tomatoes 

• Tordesillas 1494 

• On the Margins: 
England, France, 
The Dutch, Wars



6.4. Cortes & Pizarro vs. de Las Casas



• The Black Legend 
• Cortes: Aztecs of 

Mexico 
• Pizarro: Incans of 

the Andes 
• Gold/Silver Debts, 

Inflation, Ideas 
• Friar de Las Casas: 

Humanitarianism 







6.5. Imperialism, Atlantic Trade & 
Slavery





• Exploitation of the 
New World: Labor! 

• Europeans, Local  
Indigenous Died 

• Tropical Plantations 

• African Slaves 

• Triangular Trade



6.6. 30 Years’ War, 1618–1648: Winners 
& Losers





• Peace of Augsburg 
1555 Unsettled HRE 

• Dynasties, Division 

• Protestant War 

• Losers: Spain, HRE 

• Winners: France, 
Sweden, Prussia



6.7. England: 1603–1648





• King James I vs. 
Parliament 

• Divine Right Theory 
• Puritanism 
• King Charles I, No 

Parliament 1629–40 
• Civil War by 1642 
• Charles I Executed, 

Era of Cromwell





6.8. Rise of Absolutism in France & 
Russia to 1648



• Cardinal Richelieu to 
1642: Taxes, War 

• Intendant System 

• Weakened Nobility 

• Politician: Sweden, 
HRE, Spain Juggled 

• Mercantilism Ideas





• Rise of Russia: Tsar 
Ivan IV to 1598 

• Time of Troubles 

• Expulsion of Poles, 
Romanov Tsar 1613 

• Russian Expansion 
into Siberia, Baltic





6.9. Intellectual Developments: Science 
to 1648





• Traditional Geo-
centric Theory 

• Copernicus: Helio- 
• Galileo: Telescope 
• Newton: Law of 

Gravitation 1687




