
8. Reading List



We have reviewed many elements of literature 
and linked them to many popular and important 
works of literature to give you a greater 
understanding of them.  

You do not have to read the entirety of the works 
on this list, but you will need to know the 
summaries and characters of the following 
works in order to pass the test. 



8.1 Works from Undated 
to 1678 

8.2 Works from 1712 to 
1749 

8.3 Works from 1760s to 
1871



8.4 Works from 1879 to 
1915 

8.5 Works from 1916 to 
1956 

8.6 Works from 1958 to 
1973



8.7 Authors from 
Margaret Atwood to 
Robert Herrick 

8.8 Authors from Samuel 
Johnson to Percy 
Bysshe Shelley 

8.9 Authors from Tobias 
Smollett to W.B. Yeats



8.1 Works from Undated to 1678



Beowulf (undated) Old 
English epic poem about 
a hero, Beowulf, who 
slays a monster, Grendl.



Paradise Lost by John 
Milton (17th C) is an epic 
poem in blank verse. It 
tells the Biblical story of 
the fall of man.



King Lear (1606) by 
William Shakespeare is a 
tragedy about the gradual 
descent into madness of 
a king after giving only 2 
out of 3 of his daughters 
bequests based upon 
flattery.



The Canonization (1633) 
is a poem by John 
Donne, who was an 
English metaphysical 
poet and cleric.



Lycidas (1637) is a 
pastoral elegy by John 
Milton he wrote to 
dedicate to a friend who 
drowned at sea.



The Pilgrim's Progress 
(1678) by John Bunyan is 
a Christian allegory



8.2 Works from 1712 to 1749 



The Rape of Lock (1712) 
by Alexander Pope is a 
mock heroic narrative 
poem. Alexander Pope 
was alive during the 18th 
century and is best known 
for translating Homer’s 
works.



Robinson Crusoe (1719) 
by Daniel Defoe is an 
epistolary novel. It is 
confessional and didactic 
and is about a cast away 
on a deserted island. 



Moll Flanders (1722) by 
Daniel Defoe is a story 
following the exploits of 
Moll from birth to old age.



Gulliver’s Travels (1726) 
written by Jonathan Swift, 
who was an Irish 
clergyman, was a satire.  



Pamela (1740) by 
Samuel Richardson is a 
book about a 15 year 
old girl named Pamela 
becomes a bride to a 
wealthy landowner. 
Richardson also wrote 
Clarissa and History of 
Sir Charles Grandison.



Tom Jones (1749) by 
Henry Fielding is a 
comic novel and also a 
picaresque novel and a 
bildungsroman. Fielding 
also wrote Joseph 
Andrews, an English 
satire. 



8.3 Works from 1760s to 1871



Tristram Shandy (1760s) 
by Lawrence Stern is a 
humorous novel using 
graphic devices to tell the 
story.



Song of Innocence by 
William Blake (1789) 19 
poems with illustrations 
was followed by Songs of 
Experience. 



The Rime of the Ancient 
Mariner (1834) by 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
is from his work with 
Wordsworth, Lyrical 
Ballads. Coleridge was 
an English Romantic and 
also wrote Kubla Khan



Jane Eyre (1847) by 
Charlotte Bronte is a 
bildungsroman, a 
coming of age novel



A Tale of Two Cities (1859) 
by Charles Dickens is a 
story about peasants in 
London and Paris in the 
years before the French 
Revolution.



Through the Looking 
Glass (1871) written by 
Lewis Carrol and begins 
6 months after Alice in 
Wonderland 



8.4 Works from 1879 to 1915



The Egoist (1879) by 
George Meredith is a story 
about Sir Willoughby 
Patterne’s search for a 
bride and Clara’s search 
for freedom from Victorian 
morays. 



Lord Jim (1900) by 
Joseph Conrad is a 
psychological novel 
written in modernist 
style.



The Way of All Flesh 
(1903) written by Samuel 
Butler and attacks 
Victorian hypocrisy



Riders to the Sea (1904) 
is an Irish play by John 
Millington Synge. It is a 
one act tragedy about 
people versus the sea.



Sons and Lovers (1913) 
D.H. Lawrence is a story 
of Paul Morel, a young 
artist. D.H. Lawrence 
wrote another 
controversial book, Lady 
Chatterly’s Lover.



Victory (1915) by Joseph 
Conrad is a 
psychological novel and 
a tragedy about people 
trapped on two islands.



8.5 Works from 1916 to 1956



A Portrait of an Artist as 
a Young Man (1916) by 
James Joyce (Irish 
modernist) is a story 
about the religious 
awakening that led a man 
to self exile himself from 
Ireland to Europe.



The Waste Land (1922) by 
T.S. Eliot is a long poem 
of 434 lines. Eliot also 
wrote The Love Song of 
J. Alfred Prufrock and 
“The Hollow Men” He 
was born in the U.S .but 
moved to England. 



A Passage to India 
(1924) by English author 
E.M. Forster is a novel 
about British and Indian 
tensions. Forster also 
wrote A Room with a 
View, Howard’s End, and 
The Longest Journey.



Murder in the Cathedral 
(1935) by T.S. Eliot is a 
story about the 
assassination of 
Archbishop Thomas 
Becket in Canterbury 
Cathedral in 1170



Waiting for Godot (1949) 
by Samuel Beckett about 
two characters, Vladimir 
and Estragon, wait for 
the arrival of someone 
named Godot who never 
arrives.



Look Back in Anger 
(1956) by John Osborne 
tells the story of a 
British love triangle



8.6 Works from 1958 to 1973



Things Fall Apart (1958) 
by Chinua Achebe is 
about colonialism in 
Nigera, both before and 
after.



A Clockwork Orange 
(1962) by Anthony 
Burgess is a dystopian 
novel about England in 
the totalitarian future.



Briefing for a Descent 
into Hell (1971) by Doris 
Lessing is a story about 
a professor in a mental 
hospital.



Equus (1973) Peter 
Shaffer tells the story of 
how a psychiatrist is 
treating a young man 
with a pathological 
fascination to horses.



8.7 Authors from Margaret Atwood 
to Robert Herrick



Margaret Atwood is a 
Canadian author who 
wrote The Handmaid’s 
Tale, Cat’s Eye, and The 
Blind Assassin.



Jane Austen was an 
English novelist who 
wrote many popular 
titles such as Pride and 
Prejudice, Sense and 
Sensibility, Mansfield 
Park, and Emma.



Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning was a 
Victorian poet who 
wrote Aurora Leigh but 
most famously Sonnet 
43 (How do I love thee?)



Robert Burns was a 
Scottish Romantic poet 
who wrote Auld Lang 
Syne and Red, Red Rose.



Lord Byron (George 
Gordon) was a British 
writer who wrote Don 
Juan, Childe Harold’s 
Pilgrimage and She 
Walks in Beauty.



Geoffrey Chaucer is 
considered the Father of 
English literature. He 
legitimized Middle English 
vernacular during the 
Middle Ages and wrote 
Canterbury Tales and 
Troilius and Criseyde



Robert Herrick was a 17th 
century English lyric poet 
and a cleric who wrote the 
poem “To the Virgins...”



8.8 Authors from Samuel Johnson to 
Percy Bysshe Shelley



Samuel Johnson wrote 
in the 18th century and 
although best known for 
writing A Dictionary of 
English Language, he 
also wrote Life of Mr. 
Savage, London, and 
Vanity of Human Wishes.



Ben Jonson, also a peer 
of Shakespeare’s, wrote 
“To Penshurst” and was 
known for his comedies 
and satirical plays, 
Volpone (a comedy) and 
The Alchemist.



John Keats is an English 
Romantic poet known for 
his sensual imagery and 
odes.



Joan Lingard is a 
Scottish novelist who 
wrote Liam’s Daughter.



Christopher Marlowe is 
an English, Elizabethan 
tragedist who wrote in 
blank verse. He was a 
peer to Shakespeare.



Sir Walter Scott was a 
Scottish author who 
wrote Ivanhoe, Rob 
Roy, Waverly, and Lady 
of the Lake.



Percy Bysshe Shelley 
was an English 
Romantic poet who 
wrote Ozymandias, 
Adonais, and 
Prometheus Unbound. 



8.9 Authors from Tobias Smollett 
to W.B. Yeats



Tobias Smollett was a 
Scottish author who 
wrote 2 picaresque 
novels: The Adventures 
of Roderick Random 
and The Adventures of 
Peregrine Pickle.



Edmund Spenser was 
English and wrote The 
Faerie Queene about the 
Tudors. He used 
distinctive verse form 
that became known as 
Spenserian stanza and 
Spenserian sonnet



Algernon Swinburne is a 
Victorian poet known for 
decadence and creating 
the roundel form of 
poetry. He also wrote 
Poems and Ballads.



Alfred Tennyson was an 
Englishman who  wrote 
the poem “Ulysses” in 
blank verse. He also wrote 
Idylls of the King.  He, 
along with Mill and 
Carlyle, suffered a 
personal crisis of faith.



Virginia Woolf was a 
Modernist English 
author who wrote 
Professions for Women, 
Mrs. Dalloway, Orlando, 
and To the Lighthouse.



William Wordsworth was 
an English Romantic who 
wrote Lyrical Ballads with 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 
Wordsworth’s Prelude was 
an autobiographical poem.



W.B. Yeats is an Irish 
poet and symbolist who 
wrote The Isle of 
Statues, The Wandering 
of OIsin, and Easter 
1916 about the struggle 
for Irish independence.


