
3. Other Important Terms



The terms already 
defined relate to the 
study of literature and 
poetry.  
There are more terms 
needed in order to 
understand the critical 
thought around a work 
and in order to appreciate 
the work itself.



3.1 Allegory 

3.2 Alliteration 

3.3 Allusion 

3.4 Antithesis 

3.5 Hyperbole



3.6 Imagery 

3.7 Irony 

3.8 Metaphor/Simile 

3.9 Onomatopoeia



3.10 Style 

3.11 Symbolism 

3.12 Personification



3.1 Allegory



Allegory is a method of 
storytelling with two 
levels of meaning. The 
first meaning is a literal 
meaning that follows the 
story itself. The second 
meaning usually points 
to a more universal 
problem that may be 
social or political or 
cultural.





The allegory allows the 
reader to explore and 
understand the issue 
without getting tied to 
personal prejudices 
around the story told. 



Examples include 
Animal Farm by George 
Orwell, John Bunyan’s 
Pilgrim’s Progress, 
Edmund Spenser’s 
Faerie Queene, and 
Dante Alighieri's Divine 
Comedy.





3.2 Alliteration



Alliteration is the 
repetition of initial 
sounds of close words. 
Examples: 
But a better butter 
makes a batter better. 
A big bully beats a baby 
boy.



Assonance is the 
repetition of vowel 
sounds and consonance 
is the repetition of 
consonant sounds. 
Though in both of these 
cases, the similar 
sounds need not be at 
the initial portion or 
beginning of the word.



3.3 Allusion



Allusions are references 
in literature to actual 
event, people, places, or 
ideas that are commonly 
known. It can include 
historical, political, 
social, and literary 
references. Allusions 
must be well known or 
else they fail to succeed.





Examples include:  
The rise in poverty will 
unlock the Pandora’s 
box of crimes. – This is 
an allusion to one of 
Greek Mythology’s 
origin myth, “Pandora’s 
box”.



Examples include:  
“Don’t act like a Romeo 
in front of her.” – 
“Romeo” is a reference 
to Shakespeare’s 
Romeo, a passionate 
lover of Juliet, in 
“Romeo and Juliet”.



3.4 Antithesis



Antithesis combines two 
ideas that seem to 
contradict each other but 
together make a larger 
point.  
Particularly favored by 
Augustan poets and 
users of the heroic 
couplet





Example: Charles Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities:  
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of 
times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of 
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the 
epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it 
was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of 
hope, it was the winter of despair, we had 
everything before us, we had nothing before us, 
we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all 
going direct the other way.”



3.5 Hyperbole



Hyperbole is 
exaggeration. It is a 
figure of speech used to 
make a point. 





Example: From W.H Auden’s poem “As I Walked One Evening” 
I’ll love you, dear, I’ll love you 
Till China and Africa meet, 
And the river jumps over the mountain 
And the salmon sing in the street, 
I’ll love you till the ocean 
Is folded and hung up to dry



3.6 Imagery



Imagery refers to the 
words and figures of 
speech which are used to 
create a picture of events, 
people, or settings in 
literature. It is a powerful 
tool that the writer uses 
to leave an imprint on the 
reader, especially 
effective if used to open 
or conclude the work. 



Example: The Great Expectations written by Charles 
Dickens, Pip (the hero of the novel) uses many images 
to describe a damp morning in a marsh: 

“It was a rimy morning, and very damp. I had seen 
the damp lying on the outside of my little window… 
Now, I saw the damp lying on the bare hedges and 
spare grass,…. On every rail and gate, wet lay 
clammy; and the marsh-mist was so thick, …..





3.7 Irony



Irony is a figure of speech in which words are used 
in such a way that their intended meaning is 
different from the actual meaning of the words. It 
may also be a situation that may end up in quite a 
different way than what is generally anticipated. In 
simple words, it is a difference between the 
appearance and the reality. 





Example: In his poem “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”, 
Coleridge wrote: 

“Water, water, everywhere, 
And all the boards did shrink; 
Water, water, everywhere, 
Nor any drop to drink.”





In dramatic irony, the 
characters are oblivious 
of the situation but the 
audience is not. In tragic 
irony, the audience or 
reader recognizes the 
tragic fate of the character 
before he experiences it, 
as in Sophocles’ play 
Oedipus the King.



3.8 Metaphor/Simile



Metaphors and similes 
are common figures of 
speech used to make the 
writing more vivid and 
imagistic. 

Similes are short though 
metaphors can be brief 
or extended, even for 
entire poems.



A  simile is a comparison 
between unlike things 
using the words “like” or 
“as.” 

Epic simile (or the 
Homeric simile) is a 
detailed comparison in 
form of simile though 
many lines in length



Robert Burns uses a simile to describe the beauty of his 
beloved. 

“O my Luve’s like a red, red rose 
That’s newly sprung in June; 
O my Luve’s like the melodie 
That’s sweetly played in tune.”





A metaphor is the same 
comparison without the 
words “like” or “as” in 
order to make the 
comparison more direct 
and apparent. 



Example: “Shall I Compare Thee to a summer’s 
Day”, William Shakespeare “Sonnet 18,”also 
known as “Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s 
Day,” is an extended metaphor between the love of 
the speaker and the fairness of the summer 
season. He writes that “thy eternal summer,” here 
taken to mean the love of the subject, “shall not 
fade.”



3.9 Onomatopoeia





Onomatopoeia is a figure 
of speech that uses a 
specific word to capture 
or imitate the sounds of 
what is being described 

Example: buzz, tick tock, 
plop



3.10 Style



A writer’s style is 
described by discussing 
elements of word choice, 
subject matter, point of 
view, characterization 
(how the author develops 
the characters), setting, 
tone, theme, etc. Each 
writer’s unique use of 
these elements creates 
his unique style. 



Romanticism focused on 
the emotive qualities of 
the work as opposed to 
the aesthetic. It intended 
to move the reader. 



Neoclassicism 
(1160-1798) was during 
the Restoration and 
Augustan and the Age of 
Johnson and tried to 
imitate the style of the 
ancient Greeks 



Expressionism was a 
revolt against realism 
and naturalism to 
achieve psychological 
and spiritual reality 
rather than record 
external events in logical 
sequence. Franz Kafka 
and James Joyce 
followed this style



Naturalism is a 
philosophical rather than 
technical style and the 
study of the humans/
characters through their 
relationships with other 
things



Abstractionism is a 
representation having no 
reference to concrete 
objects or specific 
example



Sentimental style is an 
18th Century emotional 
and intelligent concepts 
of sentiment, scenes of 
distress and tenderness, 
the plot advances the 
emotions and actions as 
in a novel of sensibility



Pastoral writing 
illustrates an idyllic rural 
life.  

Imagism is part of the 
early 20th century 
Modernist movement 
and focused on the 
power of the image to 
communicate meaning.



Post Colonialism was a 
discourse of 
colonization and its 
effects.



3.11 Symbolism



Symbolism is the idea that 
object, people, settings, or 
ideas may have two 
meanings: a literal one and 
a symbolic one.  

Common symbols used 
are a dove for the idea of 
peace, the color white for 
innocence, light for truth, 
etc.







Example: In Edgar Allen 
Poe’s The Raven, the bird 
is both a literal bird in the 
poem but also a symbol 
for loss and death. 
Another example is the 
green light used in The 
Great Gatsby by F. Scott 
Fitzgerald. It symbolized 
everything Gatsby 
desired, including Daisy.



3.12 Personification



When writers attribute 
human characteristics to 
animals or inanimate 
objects it is called 
personification. 







Example: Emily Elizabeth Dickinson in her poem 
“Have You Got A Brook In Your Little Heart”. 

“Have you got a brook in your little heart, 
Where bashful flowers blow, 
And blushing birds go down to drink, 
And shadows tremble so?”



3.13 Other Important Literary Terms



Chivalric romance 
consists of prose and 
narrative verse popular 
among Medieval 
aristocracy. The stories 
are filled with marvels, 
heroes, etc.  
  
Mock epics are satires 
and parodies that mock 
classical hero stories. 



A conceit is the 
comparison of two unlike 
things in a clever way.  
  
A metaphysical conceit 
is from the 17th century, 
and it is an analogy  
between one’s spiritual 
qualities and an object in 
the physical world. It was 
used by John Donne.



Synecdoche is a figure 
of speech where a term 
for the part of the whole 
refers to the whole or 
vice versa as in the 
examples “all hands on 
deck” or “I’m taking my 
wheels out for a spin.”



Pathetic fallacy is 
attributing human 
emotion to inanimate 
things or animals



Metonymy is a figure of 
speech where a thing is 
called not by its name 
but by some thing 
associated with it as in 
the example "The pen is 
mightier than the sword."



Eclogue is a poem 
written in classical style 
on a pastoral subject 
  
An epiphany is a moment 
in the story where the 
character achieves a 
realization and then 
everything is  seen 
through that perspective 
thereafter





 A parody is an 
exaggerated imitation of a 
subject to create a 
comedy 
  
Pathos is a quality that 
provokes pity or sadness.  
  
Propaganda is information 
used to promote political 
causes or perspectives



Dramatic irony is the full 
significance of a 
character’s words or 
actions understood by the 
audience but not by the 
character.  

A harangue is a lengthy, 
aggressive speech.





A roman a clef is a novel 
where real people and 
events appear with 
invented names



A novel of manners is a 
realistic story focusing 
on the customs and 
conversations of certain 
class of people such as 
in Pride and Prejudice by 
Jane Austen



An epistolary novel is 
written as a series of 
documents such as 
letters such as in 
Dracula by Bram Stoker 
and Pamela by Samuel 
Richardson.





Chronicles are an 
historical account of 
events arranged by order 
without analysis such as 
C. S. Lewis’s Chronicles 
of Narnia.



Social novels is a 
prevailing social 
problem dramatized 
through its effect on 
characters. 

Vignettes are brief 
evocative episodes.



An aphorism is a pithy 
observation that contains 
truth 
  
Euphemism is a milder 
word used instead of a 
blunt way of 
communicating, such as 
in the example of 
“downsizing” instead of 
“firing”



A colloquialism is use of 
an ordinary words or 
phrase 

An allusion to is an 
indirect passing 
reference to a thing



Antithesis is a thing in 
direct opposition to 
something else as in 
many stories where the 
antagonist is in direct 
opposition to the 
protagonist



Personification is the 
attribution of personal 
nature to something not 
human 

A parallelism is the use 
of successive verbal 
constructions that 
correspond in structure, 
sound, meter, meaning, 
etc. 



A prosody is the study 
and actual use of meters 
and forms of 
versification. 

Versification is the act of 
making verses.


