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5.1.1. Federalism in the Constitution



Supreme Court Cases 
reinforcing the power 
of the national 
government over that 
of the states: 
 
1819 McCulloch v. 
Maryland 
 
1824 Gibbons v. 
Ogden



Nullification = states 
had the right to reject 
laws that they deemed 
unconstitutional  
 
South Carolina’s 
nullification crisis in 
the 1830s was 
resolved…  
 
But S.C. was the 1st to 
leave the Union.





Criteria for reentering the 
Union:  
 
Ratification of the 14th & 
15th Amendments. 
 
14th = defines what it 
means to be a citizen 
 
15th = outlaws 
discrimination & gave 
African-Americans 
suffrage



5.1.2. Types of Federalism





To curtail monopolies:  
Interstate Commerce Act 
Sherman Antitrust Act 
 
The government’s laissez 
faire philosophy 
promoted market 
competition. 
 
But social dislocations 
resulted.





Benefits of 
Cooperative 
Federalism:  
  

1. Uniformity  
  

2. Minimum  
    requirements met 
  

3. Programs continue







New Federalism: 
  

1. Accommodates  
    diversity  
  

2. Discerns needs 
  

3. Fosters competition



5.1.3. Tensions Between Federal 
and State Governments



Federal Grants to States 
 
1. Categorical Grants: 
  

More $ to work with 
  
Great diversity  
  
$ = Power… with  
      strings attached 



2. Block Grants: less  
    strings… but is that  
    good or bad?  
  

3. Unfunded mandates



Immigration Federalism  
 
Immigration and 
Naturalization Act of 1965  
 
Immigration Reform Act 
(1986) 
 
Still #s of illegal 
immigrants 







5.2. Separation of Powers









5.3. Checks and Balances



Did not want an overly 
powerful executive 

Separation of powers 

3 C’s: consultation, 
cooperation and 
compromise





Veto power - 2/3 vote 
of Congress to 
override veto 
  

Line-item veto – 
withholding approval 
of specific parts of 
appropriations bills



Pocket veto – the 
president doesn’t sign 
and Congress adjourns 
within 10 days 



Checks and balances in 
conduct of foreign policy 

War Powers Resolution 

Advice and consent of 
the Senate for Supreme 
Court and ambassador 
nominations



Congress can impeach 
President 

The system of checks and 
balances is criticized 

Supreme Court has blocked 
the other branches’ efforts 
to deal with important 
national issues





President Trump and 
healthcare 

Paul Ryan 

“Repeal and replace” 

“Freedom Caucus”



5.4. Majority Rule



In a representative 
democracy, citizens 
do not govern directly  
 
If the # of 
representatives 
favoring a proposed 
law is greater than 
those who oppose it, 
it will be enacted.



Representatives can 
be sent to Congress 
with the support of 
just 22% of eligible 
voters





5.5. Minority Rights









• Americans had rejected 
a straight-out democracy 
(rule by the people) 

• Revolutionary leaders 
considered themselves 
republicans 

• Elites had to accept state 
governments dominated 
by elected legislatures







• In representative 
governments like the 
United States, minority 
rights are protected



Let’s say that people decided 
that Atheists, those who don’t 
believe in God, were evil and 
should be imprisoned.  

  Even though the numbers 
of Americans that believe in a 
God outweighs the number 
that do not, the rights of the 
minority, in this case, the 
Atheists’ rights, are 
protected.
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5.6.1. Breaking From the British Empire









• Americans learned to 
be self-governing was 
by breaking laws 

• Navigation Acts of 1651 
and 1660 

• Britain's “salutary 
neglect”





Financing the French and 
Indian War:  
  

Sugar Act 
  
Quartering Act 
  

Stamp Act 
  

Townshend Acts







5.6.2. Philosophical Underpinnings 
of the National Government























5.6.3. The Articles of Confederation







Northwest Ordinance: 
  

1. Principles for  
    surveying the  
    frontier 
  

2. Territorial self- 
    government 
   

3. Qualifications for  
    statehood



4. Principles for  
    organizing territory  
    in the West 
 
5. Principles for  
    banning slavery



The Southern States and 
the mid-Atlantic states 
were enjoying rising 
prosperity thanks to 
tobacco and food 
exports. 
  
Massachusetts 
legislature voted in 1786 
to pay off its 
Revolutionary debt.



In MA, a shortage of 
specie (gold and silver 
coin). 
  
Farmers had begun to 
default on their taxes and 
mortgages. 

In 1786, in Springfield and 
Worcester, farmers began 
to protest





Weaknesses of the 
Articles of 
Confederation
• Amending document 
• Conducting 

diplomacy 
• Controlling trade 

between states



• Levying taxes 
• Passing laws 

• Raising an army 

• Resolving disputes 

between states 

• Representation of states  

• Unicameral legislature



No Executive Branch. 

No Judicial Branch. 

Sovereignty resided in 
the states.



5.6.4. The National Founding









The No-Shows and the 
Non-Represented: 
  

Rhode Island 
  

Women, Artisans, Small 
Farmers,  
Free African-Americans, 
Slaves, 
Native Americans 
  
Thomas Jefferson, John 
Adams, 
Patrick Henry





Virginia Plan:  
Representation in 
both Houses based 
on population  
 
New Jersey Plan: 
One vote per state





Connecticut 
Compromise/ 
Great Compromise:  
 
Upper = two votes per 
state 
 
Lower = based on 
population



The Great 
Compromise 
highlighted the 
problems with 
representation AND 
with slavery. 
  

Three-Fifths 
Compromise = 
every 5 slaves would 
count as 3 



5.6.5. Ratification and Alteration of 
the Constitution









The Federalist Papers  
by “Publius”  

Madison, Hamilton, 
and Jay 
 
Federalist No. 10  
 
Federalist No. 51



• Amending 

• Conducting Diplomacy 

• Controlling Trade 

• Levying Taxes 

• Passing Laws 

• Raising an Army 

• Resolving Disputes  

• Between States 



Process for Amending the 
Constitution 

Propose: 2/3 majority in 
Congress, or 2/3 of states 
in national convention 

Ratify: 3/4 of state 
legislatures, or state 
ratifying conventions in 
3/4 of the states







5.7. Theories of Democracy





Demos is Latin for “of 
the people.”  
 
A democracy is a 
form of government in 
which the people are 
the ultimate authority.







First direct 
democracy was in 
Athens 

Popular sovereignty 

Political pluralism 

Interest groups






