		
 Roman Empire
HIST 4004.001 
Wooten Hall 212
Monday/Wednesday 2-3:20 
Dr. Zoe Ortiz
 Office hours: M/W 3:30-4:30, and by appointment, WH 246

Description:
      This course dives into the history and culture of the Roman Empire, beginning with the transition from the Roman Republic to the imperial system and the subsequent development of one of the most powerful empires the world has ever known. Through a comprehensive exploration of historical events, key figures, and cultural developments, students will gain a deep understanding of the rise and fall of the Roman Empire.
     The course begins by examining the historical context and factors that led to the emergence of the Roman Empire, including the expansion of Roman power, the rise of influential figures such as Julius Caesar and Augustus, and the establishment of the Imperial system. Students will explore the political, social, and economic structures that characterized the Roman Empire and shaped its governance.
      Alongside the historical events, we will look deeply at the culture that developed within the empire, exploring in particular the art, architecture, literature, religion, and daily life of Rome. Students will analyze the magnificent achievements of Roman engineering, the intricate religious practices and mythology, and the everyday lives of Roman citizens. This exploration of culture aims to provide insights into the values, beliefs, and societal norms that defined the Roman Empire.
      Through lectures, primary source readings, and class discussions, students will develop analytical and critical thinking skills as they challenge themselves and their classmates to think critically about one of the most influential periods of human history. They will examine different interpretations and debates among historians, deepening their understanding of the complexities surrounding the history and culture of the Roman Empire.
      By the end of the course, students will have a comprehensive understanding of the Roman Empire's rise, achievements, and ultimate demise. They will appreciate the enduring legacy of this civilization, which shaped the foundations of Western culture and left an indelible mark on art, architecture, literature, and governance. This course provides a fascinating journey into the world of ancient Rome, inviting students to explore and interpret its history and culture in a meaningful and scholarly manner.
Course Objectives:
1. Analyze the historical context, key events, and significant figures that shaped the Roman Empire, with a particular emphasis on the transition from the Roman Republic to the Imperial system.
2. Examine the cultural, social, and economic aspects of the Roman Empire, including its art, architecture, literature, religion, and daily life, in order to gain a comprehensive understanding of the civilization's development and influence.
3. Evaluate the factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Republic, investigating political, economic, social, and military factors, as well as the impact of external forces, such as invasions and cultural changes.
4. Critically analyze primary and secondary sources to develop a nuanced understanding of the historical events and cultural dynamics of the Roman Empire, while also exploring the various interpretations and debates among scholars regarding its rise, achievements, and ultimate demise.

Assessments:
Participation: 10% grade.
Quality participation entails active engagement through comments and asking questions in class as well as participating in the class discussion in the second half of class. It is also imperative to complete all the readings prior to class and incorporate what you have read into the class discussion. Participation “pop quizzes” are always on the table. 

Attendance: 10% grade.
Attendance is mandatory and taken daily. Arriving late or leaving in the middle of a class without a special excuse will result in the lowering of your attendance grade.  If you miss class for an excused reason, you must email the instructor before class time. Any notification of absence after the start of class will automatically count as an unexcused absence. If you miss more than one class due to sickness, a letter from a healthcare professional is required. 

Class Discussion Leader: 15% grade.
Each student will choose two days on which they will be the class leaders for the class. The class leaders are responsible for becoming “experts” on the readings for their assigned day. They should come to class prepared with questions to ask the class on the day’s reading and topic.  A sign-up sheet will be posted on Canvas after the first day of classes. If you are not a leader, you will be assessed even more on your participation on that day.

Each student leader is required to write: 

1. a summary of each reading (approx. 700 words)
 and
2. a short response (approx. 400 words)
3. 2-3 “key quotes” from the readings. 
and
4.  2-3 discussion questions, which you will ask in class. 
DUE: Midnight before the day you present. 
SUBMISSION: Under quizzes, select first round or second round. 
***If you are unable to complete your assignment, you must have a documented excuse approved by the instructor. If this is not feasible, your only option is to find someone to switch days with you, otherwise it will not be excused.***
If we are short on time or more material needs to be covered, it is possible that you will not “lead” discussion on your day. If this is the case, you will not be penalized for the in-class portion, but you still need to turn in the written portion of the assignment. 
Two Exams: 45% grade.
Each exam will be taken IN CLASS and will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer, and essay. They will be completed on your computers in class, if there is an issue please let the instructor know. 




Final Project: 20% grade.
Students will create and present their own museum object based on one of the final emperors of	Rome (post Constantine). Each student will act as a curator, researching their object and relating it to its broader, historical context. 


Emailing: 
Emails will be read and responded to during normal business hours, M-F, 9-5 pm within 48 hours. Since I receive several emails a day, a reaction emoji might be used to expedite my response. A “thumbs up” indicates that I understand your request and/or your reason for missing class has been accepted and excused.
 
AI Policy:
 Students are prohibited from using artificial intelligence (AI) tools or software to generate or assist with written assignments unless explicitly permitted by the instructor. Assignments must reflect the student's original thought, analysis, and writing.
If there is reasonable suspicion that a written assignment has been created or significantly assisted by AI, the student will be required to rewrite the assignment. If you believe this conclusion has been reached in error, you may submit your notes and drafts to demonstrate your work to prepare your final submission. 
 Failure to comply or repeated violations of this policy may result in additional consequences, as outlined in the academic integrity policies of UNT. Students are encouraged to seek clarification on this policy if needed and to use approved resources, such as tutoring services or writing centers, for assistance with their work.
Textbook and Readings:
The textbook for this course is The Romans: From Village to Empire by Mary T. Boatwright, Daniel J. Gargola, and Richard Talbert (2011, 2nd Edition). This book is no longer in print, but is available digitally from Oxford Press at The Romans: Digital Copy. It is also available with second hand bookstores, such as Amazon. 
 All other readings, the majority of which will be from primary sources, will be found on the Canvas site (under FilesReadings). It is highly encouraged to print your readings beforehand. If you are unable to print your readings, make sure to bring in your detailed notes to assist you during class discussions. 
Late Policy:
Assignments that are turned in late without an explicit extension from the instructor will be deducted 20 points for every day it is late. 
Class Schedule, Topics, and Readings 
Class readings are in italics and should be read for the day under which it is listed. 
	Week 1
	January 12th 
	Introduction to Roman History and Semester Project 
	

	
	January 14th 
	The Fall of the Roman Republic
	Read: The Romans – Ch.7
Suggested: pp. 224–261
Required: pp. 224–226, 233–238, 241–248

	 Week 2
	January 19th 
	Martin Luther King Day
	NO CLASS 

	
	January 21st 
	The Reign of Augustus
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 8
Suggested: pp. 257–308
Required: pp. 261–266, 268–280, 294–299, 305–307

	 Week 3
	January 26th 
	 The Pax Romana
	Read: The Twelve Caesars by Suetonius, Book II: Augustus (selections)

	
	January 28th 
	Tiberius and Caligula
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 9
Required: pp. 309–320

	 Week 4 
	February 2nd 
	  Daily Life for the Roman Citizen
	Read: Quintilian, Institutio Oratia (Education of the Orator)

	
	Frbruary 4th 
	Claudius and Nero
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 9 pp. 320–327

	 Week 5
	February 9th 
	Roman Warfare
	Read: Josephus, The Jewish War, Book 8 and 9

	
	February 11th 
	The Year of the 4 Emperors
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 9 pp. 327–329

	 Week 6
	February 16th 
	Roman Architecture and Archaeology
	Read: Vitruvius on Architecture, Book 1, Ch. 1–2

	  
	February 18th 
	The Flavian Dynasty
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 10 pp. 348–360

	 Week 7 
	February 23th 
	Roman Sport
	Read: Philostratus, Gymnasticus 

	
	February 25th 
	Nerva and Trajan
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 10 pp. 360–369 

	 Week 8
	March 2nd
	Final Project Check In / Midterm Review 
	

	
	March 4th 
	MIDTERM 
IN CLASS
	

	 Week 9
	March 9th - 13th 
	SPRING BREAK 
	

	Week 10
	March 16th 
	Curating the Ancient World: Trip to Kimbell 
	

	
	March 18th 
	Hadrian
	The Romans – Ch. 10 pp. 369–374

	 Week 11
	March 23rd 
	The Antonines
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 11 pp. 390–402

	
	March 25th 
	Roman Philosophy
	Read: Marcus Aurelius, Meditations (choose which sections to read on your own, come to class with 1-2 passages that resonated with you). 

	 Week 12 
	March 30th 
	Septimius Severus and his Sons
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 11 pp. 402–411

	
	April 1st
	Slavery in the Ancient Mediterranean 
	Read: Pliny the Younger, Letters AND Beard, Human Property (in the same document in canvas) . 

	 Week 13
	April 6th 
	Third Century Crisis
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 12 pp. 428–435 

	
	April 8th 
	Medicine and Health in the Roman World
	Read: Procopius, Wars, Books 22 and 23

	 Week 14
	April 13th 
	Diocletian and the Tetrarchy
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 12 pp. 435–441

	
	April 15th 
	Religion in the Empire
	Read: Cicero, De Natura Deorum (On the Nature of the Gods) 

	 Week 15
	April 20th 
	 Constantine and Maxentius
	Read: The Romans – Ch. 12 pp. 441–449, 459–465

	
	April 22nd
	The Triumph of Christianity?
	Read: St. Gregory of Nyssa, Homily VI on Ecclesiastes 

	Week 16
	April 27th 
	Presentations
	

	
	April 29th 
	Presentations
	

	Final Exam
	May 4th 
	12:30-2:30 
IN CLASS 
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