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Description:
According to Heinrich Himmler, the leader of the Nazi SS, “A nation lives happily in the present and the future so long as it is aware of its past and the greatness of its ancestors.” Although this statement may seem uncontroversial, its sentiment was the guiding force behind the Nazi’s systematic manipulation, appropriation, and propagandization of the ancient past in western Europe in the twentieth century.
This course investigates the Nazi regime of the 20th century before and during World War II and the symbolism and pseudo-archaeological methods it employed in order to purposefully misinform its own public and bolster its racist ideologies. Students will investigate theories of symbolism (semiotics) and archaeology in relation to the political role they may play, especially in terms of propaganda for the sake of galvanizing a population for specific ideological goals. We will study the political and social atmosphere of pre-war Germany and the imagery employed by Adolf Hitler, Heinrich Himmler, and the Nazis during their rise to power. We will also establish the various archaeological theories that were manipulated into legitimizing the racist and antisemitic claims of the Third Reich.  
Another area of exploration will be the complicated relationship between the Nazis and the ancient world, not only with their own ill-perceived Nordic ancestry, but also with the “world empires” of Rome and Athens. Although the Nazis incorrectly rejected historical Roman supremacy in ancient Germania, they often employed the symbolism and art of Rome to communicate their own power. We will take this time to also compare and contrast the Nazi approach to ancient imagery with the contemporaneous fascist regime of Italy under the dictator Benito Mussolini; a regime that also used the imagery of ancient Rome for propaganda and the advancement of the fascist ideology.   
Next, we will examine the different expeditions carried out by the Nazis in the name of archaeological inquiry. We will examine the methodologies and theoretical frameworks of these “studies” and work to deconstruct their fallacious foundations as well as their dangerously erroneous claims concerning race, ethnicity, and heritage.
To end the course, we will take a broader view at how a culture’s “understanding” of the past shapes their perceptions of the present, even in today’s world. We will also look the effects of the Nazi ideology on post-war Germany, especially in the academic fields of art history, archaeology, and anthropology. 
Course Objectives:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk104299455]Understand the theories of semiotics and archaeology that underpinned the cultural goals and investigations of the Nazi regime. 
2. Establish the historical framework in which the Nazis developed their cultural perspectives.  
3. Explore the relationship between Nazi ideology and the ancient past, especially through art and symbolism. 
4. Compare and contrast the Nazi regime’s approach to ancient art and symbolism with that of the fascist regime of Italy.
5. Discern between legitimate archaeological and anthropological approaches to understand the past from pseudo-archaeological and ethnocentric propaganda. 
Assessments:
Participation: 10% grade.
Quality participation entails active engagement through comments and asking questions in class. It is also imperative to complete all the readings prior to class and incorporate what you have read into the class discussion.
In this class, we will have a “no hands policy.” When there is a question posed to the class, anyone can be called to answer it. This is not to “quiz” you, but rather to ensure a balance of participation. With that being said, you are expected to be able to answer questions posed to you so it is necessary to be fully prepared. Although this might sound “scary” at first, you will find that by hearing everyone else comment and even make mistakes, you will feel more confident to contribute. 

Attendance: 10% grade.
Attendance is mandatory and taken daily. More than two unexcused absences will result in a severe reduction in your grade. Arriving late or leaving in the middle of a class without a special excuse will result in the lowering of your attendance grade.  If you miss class for an excused reason, you must email the instructor before class time. Any notification of absence after the start of class will automatically count as an unexcused absence. If you miss more than one class due to sickness, a letter from a healthcare professional is required. If it is your day to be class leader, a note from a doctor or an equivalent source is required to be excused. 

Class Discussion Leader: 15% grade.
Each student will be assigned at least twice (perhaps three times depending on class size) to be one of at least two class leaders for each class. The class leaders are responsible for becoming “experts” on the readings for their assigned day. They should come to class prepared with questions to ask the class on the day’s reading and topic. 

Each student leader is required to write in 12 pt font, 1" margins, and in a font similar to Times New Roman. Each student leader is required to write

1. a summary of each reading (one page single-spaced)

 and

2. a short response that includes 2-3 “key quotes” from the readings (about half a page). 

and

3.  2-3 discussion questions, which you will ask in class. 

A sign-up sheet will be posted on Canvas after the first day of classes. If you are not a leader, you will be assessed even more on your participation on that day.
Midterm and Final Exam: 30% grade.
The midterm and final exams will each consist of short-answer questions (approximately 3–5 sentences per response) drawn primarily from assigned readings and in-class discussions. These assessments are designed to measure your understanding of course materials, your ability to integrate key themes, and your command of factual details. Strong responses will demonstrate not only knowledge of the readings but also the ability to connect ideas, analyze themes, and articulate your own informed perspective.

Final Project and Presentations: 25% + 10% grade.
Each student will select a central theoretical, philosophical, or logical concept that relates to Nazism and Nazi archaeology. Over the semester, you will build a portfolio that connects this theme to multiple topics covered in class. The portfolio will include: a summary of the theme’s origins and key thinkers, a historical case study, an analysis of a related artifact or site, cross-topic connections, and a reflection on modern resonances and ethical considerations. This project emphasizes synthesis, critical thinking, and the ability to apply theoretical frameworks to historical and archaeological evidence. Portfolios should be 10–12 pages, well-organized, and properly cited. At the end of the semester, you will collaborate with other students with your topic to present the various elements of your portfolios to the rest of the class. The final exam will have a stronger emphasis on these concepts.


Students with Disabilities: Your instructors are available to discuss appropriate academic accommodations that may be required for student with disabilities. Please make requests for academic accommodations during the first two weeks of the semester, so that appropriate arrangements can be made. You need to get a note from the Office of Students with Disabilities, G-664 Haven Hall, 763-3000, http://www.umich.edu/~sswd/.

*Advisory Statement*
This course will cover certain topics that are challenging and may be difficult to discuss or learn. If you have any issues at any time, please feel free to contact me or another instructor with whom you feel more comfortable. If at any moment you need to step outside, please do so. The mental health and well-being of my students is my top priority. 
Readings:
All readings will be found on the Canvas site. It is highly encouraged to print your readings beforehand. If you are unable to print your readings, make sure to bring in your detailed notes to assist you during class discussions. 
Add late fee
Add where to turn in the assignments and when 




Class Schedule, Topics, and Readings 
Class readings are in italics and should be read in preparation for the day it is listed. 
	
	
	
	

	Week 1
	August 19th 
	Introductions 
	

	
	MODULE 1: Foundations and Frameworks
	How do we know what we know? What cultural and intellectual foundations made Nazi ideology possible?

	
	August 21st 
	Understanding Our Past

	Read: Cuno - “Preface” in Who Owns Antiquity? 

	 Week 2
	August 26th
	Build Up to the Nazi Regime 
	Read: Childers - The NSDAP in the Weimar Party, in The Nazi Voter: The Social Foundations of Fascism in Germany, 1919-1933

	
	August 28th 
	Semiotics and Theoretical Underpinnings of the Nazi Regime 
	Read: Chandler - Semiotics: the basics. 2007  

	 Week 3
	September 2nd 
	Propaganda in Nazi Germany 
	Read: O’Shaughnessy - Selling Hitler: Propaganda and the Nazi Brand

	
	September 4th
	 Nietzsche and Cultural Beliefs 
	Read: Yablon - Nietzsche and the Nazis: The Impact of National Socialism on the Philosophy of Nietzsche 

	
	MODULE 2: Antiquity and the Nazi   Imagination
	How did the Nazi's use the ancient past to legitimize their rule?

	 Week 4 
	September 9th 
	 Ancient Rome, Greece, and Germania Review
	Read: Beare - Tacitus on the Germans. 1964.

	
	September 11th
	Archaeological Theory under the Nazi Regime
	Read: Arnold, B - The Past as propaganda: totalitarian archaeology in Nazi Germany. 2015

	 Week 5
	September 16th
	Nazi Cooption of the Past 
	Read: Hassman - Archaeology, Ideology, and Society: The German Experience. 2002

	
	September 18th 
	Nazi Propaganda Through Art
	Read: Degenerate Art Exhibition Guide
pp. 1-4, Introduction.
pp. 39-44, Original introduction in translation. 
Excerpts of Speeches of Hitler throughout pp 50-70.

	 Week 6
	September 23rd
	Albert Speer and Propaganda through Architecture 
	Read: Leitner and Wilkins - Albert Speer, the Architect from a Conversation of July 21, 1978

	  
	September 25th 
	The Celluloid War
	Read: Hinton- Triumph of the Will: Document or Artifice?

	
	MODULE 3: Nazism in Practice
	How did Nazi ideology permeate daily life, science, and faith?

	Week 7 
	September 30th 
	Nazi Expeditions
	Read: Kurlander - One Foot in Atlantis, One in Tibet

	
	October 2nd  
	NO CLASS
	

	Week 8
	October 7th 
	MIDTERM
	

	
	October 9th 
	Nazi Archaeology 
	Read: Schobel - Reinerth, Archaeologist to Reichsamtsleiter 

	 Week 9
	October 14th 
	Hitler Youth 
	Read: Knopp -  Introduction, In Hitler’s Children. 2000

	
	October 16th 
	Watch JoJo Rabbit
	 

	 Week 10
	October 21st 
	JoJo Rabbit: Discussion
	Read: A Duty to Forget? The Hitler Youth Generation and the Transition from Nazism to Communism

	
	October 23rd 
	Occultism in the Nazi Regime 
	Read: Levenda - Unholy Alliance. Chapter 6: The Dangerous Element: The Ahnenerbe and the Cult of the SS pp. 167-191

	 Week 11
	October 28th 
	Religion in Nazi Germany 
	Read: Besier- The Churches and National Socialism between Hitler’s religious equivocation and Rosenberg’s Myth: Ambiguities, Fascination and Self-Assertion.

	
	MODULE 4: Comparative Ideologies and                   Consequences
	How does Nazi ideology and archaeological methods fit into the broader fascist and totalitarian context?

	
	October 30th 
	Mussolini’s New Rome 
	Aicher - Mussolini’s Forum and the Myth of Augustan Rome. Classical Bulletin. 2000.

	 Week 12
	November 4th 
	 Consequences of Nazi Archaeology and Ideology 
	Read - Arnold, B., Justifying genocide: the supporting role of archaeology in ‘ethnic cleansing’ In Annihilating Difference: The Anthropology of Genocide. 

	
	November 6th 
	 Germany and Archaeology after WWII
	Read: Arnold and Hassmann - 5-Archaeology in Nazi Germany: the legacy of the Faustian Bargain. In Nationalism, Politics, and the Practice of Archaeology. 2009.

	
	MODULE 5: Memory and Quasi-Archaeology Today
	How do we remember the archaeological past of the Nazi's today? How should we approach contemporary debates on cultural memory?

	 Week 13
	November 11th 
	Modern Perceptions of Nazi Archaeology and Occultism
	Read: Kurlander- Nazi Magicians' Controversy

	
	November 13th 
	Quasi-Archaeology Today 
	 Derricort - Pseudoarchaeology: the concept and its limitations. 2012.

	 Week 14
	November 18th 
	 Quasi-Archaeology in pop culture 
	Watch/Listen: Joe Rogan Debate: Graham Hancock and Flint Dibble

	
	November 20th 
	Wrap Up Class 
	

	week 15
	November 24-28th 
	NO CLASS
	Thanksgiving Break

	 Week 16
	December 2nd 
	Presentations
	

	
	December 4th 
	Presentations 
	

	
	
	
	

	Final Exam
	December 9th 
	10:30-12:30 
	




