LING 2080		The Language of Courts and Crime

Time:			TR, 12:30-1:50
Location:		LANG 312

Instructor:		Professor Salmon 

Office Hours:		Prof. Salmon 	Tues, 10:00-11:00, LANG 401K, william.salmon@unt.edu, 

Course Description
Linguistic interpretation plays a crucial role in almost every aspect of the legal system. From the written word in legal documents to the spoken word of law enforcement encounters and courtroom proceedings, much hinges on how interpretation is undertaken in these legal contexts. Using the tools of linguistic semantics and pragmatics—i.e. the sciences of “meaning”—this course delves into topics such as threats, perjury, hate speech, consent, Miranda rights, ambiguity and vagueness, statutes, contracts, jury instructions, interpretation, intention, “plain meaning,” and more. The course begins with an introduction to the relevant aspects of linguistic semantics and pragmatics, and students then apply this knowledge to legal issues from actual court cases of the U.S. legal system. There will be a special focus at the end of the course on the “language of consent”. 
LING 2080 is excellent preparation for students of law and of linguistics, not to mention those of journalism, literature, communication, business, or any other discipline requiring the ability to reason carefully, clearly, scientifically, about both legal and ordinary language.

Prerequisite
There are no course prerequisites, and no previous knowledge of linguistics or law is assumed.

Objectives
1. Students will acquire the skills to assess legal cases through a linguistic lens. 2. Students will identify instances of uncertainty and misinterpretations in legal agreements and court proceedings. 3. Students will also be able to employ speech act theory in legal contexts and discern meanings that are “required” versus those that are only implied. They will also learn how different components of the legal system treat entailed and implied meaning. 4. Students will understand both legal and natural language inference systems and how confusion of the two can result in unjustified legal treatment. 5. Students will learn how language and meanings change over time. 

Course Materials
Course readings will be made available on the course Canvas site. 

Evaluation
Evaluation will be based on the following assignments: 
Exam 1	20 points
Exam 2	25 points
Exam 3	25 points
Final Exam	20 points
Participation	10 points

Reading Requirements
All materials assigned for this class should be read before class. There will be readings in linguistics as well as legal cases and studies.



Attendance and Participation
Regular attendance is required to earn full credit for the course. Do not miss a class unless you have a genuine excuse to do so. Unexcused absences will be penalized. If you have 3-7 unexcused absences, your grade will be lowered by one letter grade. If you have 8 or more unexcused absences, you will receive a failing grade in the course. Your grade will be affected by your attendance record and by how you conduct yourself when you attend. The students who have few absences, come to class prepared, and contribute regularly to discussion and in-class problem solving will be awarded full credit. Please switch off your cell phone or other electronic devices before class starts.
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Reading Schedule

Week 1, Jan 12-16
S&T: Chaps 1-2.	Linguistics in the Law

Week 2, Jan 19-23
Kroeger: Chap 5.	Word Meaning

Week 3, Jan 26-30
Kroeger: Chap 6.	Lexical Sense Relations


Week 4, Feb 2-6					
Review and Exam 1 

Week 5, Feb 9-13	
Tiersma:		Some Myths About Legal Language

Week 6, Feb 16-20
Schane: Chap 1.	Ambiguity in Language and Misunderstanding in Law. 

Week 7, Feb 23-27
Solan:			Linguistic Issues in Statutory Interpretation

Week 8, Mar 2-6					
Review and Exam 2

MARCH 9-16 SPRING BREAK

Week 9, Mar 16-20
Lang Files_Grice	Grice's Theory of Implicature

Week 10, Mar 23-27
S&T: Chap 11.	Perjury

Week 11, Apr 2-6		
Horn:			Telling it Slant: Toward a Taxonomy of Deception

Week 12, Apr 9-13					
Review and Exam 3

Week 13, Apr 16-20
Lang Files_Spe Acts	Speech Acts

Week 14, Apr 23-27
Language of Consent [TBA]
	
Week 15, Apr 30	Course Conclusion 

Final Exam		TBA
	
Course and University Policies

Plagiarism, AI, etc.
Each student is expected to do their own work. Plagiarism and cheating—academic dishonesty—are serious offenses and will not be tolerated in this class. Students who plagiarize or cheat will be referred to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities and will receive a failing grade in the class. For more information on the university's policy on academic dishonesty please consult the UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline.

Absence Policy
Please see UNT Policy Student Attendance and Authorized Absences.

Late Policy
Late penalties will be assessed at one letter grade per day the assignment is late. Reasonable requests for extensions may be granted, but requests must be made at least 24 hours before the assignment is due; to request a medical extension please provide official medical documentation in its original form (not a photocopy).

Religious Observance
Should you have a religious observance that will prevent you from attending class, from completing an assignment on time, or from writing a test, please be sure to let me know two weeks in advance so that alternate arrangements can be made. Please see the linked UNT Policy.

Disability Information
The Linguistics Department at UNT cooperates with the Office of Disability Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. If you have a disability, which requires accommodation under the terms of the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please provide your request by email within the first week of class.
