NSES 4900: National Security & Economic Strategy
Course Description
This course provides a comprehensive examination of contemporary national security concepts, challenges, and strategies across five integrated blocks: foundational concepts, geopolitical dynamics, supply chain security, economic strategies, and technological innovations. Through engagement with noted expert guest speakers, practical exercises, and deep analysis of current security paradigms, students will develop critical thinking skills necessary for careers in national security and related fields. Students will be invited to attend National Security and Economic Strategy Summits at no charge..
Learning Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· Analyze the multidimensional nature of national security and identify key stakeholders in the security apparatus.
· Evaluate current geopolitical threats and diplomatic approaches to addressing international security challenges.
· Assess vulnerabilities in global supply chains and their implications for national security.
· Examine the intersection of economic policy, trade strategy, and national security interests.
· Analyze emerging technological threats and opportunities, particularly in cybersecurity and artificial intelligence.
Course Structure
· Format: Weekly lectures, guest speaker sessions, case study discussions, and group projects.
· Duration: 15 weeks, 3 credit hours.
· Prerequisites: None.
Weekly Schedule
1. Week 1: Introduction to National Security Concepts
· Topics: Defining national security, key stakeholders.
· Reading: National Security Strategy of the United States.
2. Week 2: Foundational Concepts in Security
· Topics: Historical perspectives, security paradigms.
· Guest Speaker: Secretary Gordon England.
3. Week 3: Geopolitical Dynamics
· Topics: Global power competition, alliances.
· Case Study: U.S.-China relations.
4. Week 4: Geopolitical Threats and Diplomacy
· Topics: Diplomatic strategies, soft power.
· Guest Speaker: Congressman Pete Sessions.
5. Week 5: Supply Chain Security
· Topics: Vulnerabilities in global supply chains.
· Reading: CSIS report on supply chain risks.
6. Week 6: Supply Chain Case Studies
· Topics: Critical materials, healthcare supply chains.
· Guest Speaker: Cameron Holt (Exiger).
7. Week 7: Economic Strategies for Security
· Topics: Trade policy, economic statecraft.
· Assignment: Group project proposal due.
8. Week 8: Midterm Review and Guest Speaker
· Guest Speaker: Kim Kagan (Institute for the Study of War).
9. Week 9: Economic Policy and National Interests
· Topics: Sanctions, tariffs, and security.
· Reading: Brookings Institution on economic statecraft.
10. Week 10: Technological Innovations
· Topics: AI, cybersecurity, and defense tech.
· Guest Speaker: Nina Schick (Tamang Ventures).
11. Week 11: Emerging Technological Threats
· Topics: Cyber warfare, autonomous systems.
· Guest Speaker: Preston Dunlap (Arkenstone).
12. Week 12: Technology and Security Simulation
· Activity: Simulate a cyberattack on critical infrastructure.
13. Week 13: Integration of Security Strategies
· Topics: Combining geopolitical, economic, and tech approaches.
· Guest Speaker: Maj Gen Lee Levy.
14. Week 14: Group Project Presentations
· Assignment: Group Case Threat Analysis Project presentations.
15. Week 15: Course Wrap-Up and C.L.A.S.S Summit
· Activity: Attend UNT C.L.A.S.S Summit (September 13, Dallas).
Course Grading
· Group Case Threat Analysis Project: 30%
· Task: Analyze a national security threat (e.g., supply chain disruption, geopolitical conflict), propose solutions.
· Deliverable: 15-page report and 10-minute presentation.
· Guest Speaker Reflection Papers (7 papers, 10% each): 70%
· Task: Submit 2-page reflections on guest lectures, connecting themes to course themes.
Confirmed Guest Lecturers
· Secretary Gordon England.
· Congressman Pete Sessions.
· Kim Kagan (Institute for the Study of War).
· Maj Gen Lee Levy.
· Michael Loeffler (Bell Flight).
· Cameron Holt (Exiger).
· Stephen Rodriguez (One Defense).
· Graham Plaster (DEFENSWERX).
· Preston Dunlap (Arkenstone).
· Nina Schick (Tamang Ventures).
Additional Information
· Students will attend the UNT C.L.A.S.S Summit on September 13 at The Frontiers of Flight Museum in Dallas at no cost.
· Contact: william.hamilton@unt.edu
· Website: unt.edu/nsesc
Recommended Complementary Certification
· Certificate in Global Security Analysis (Center for Strategic and International Studies via edX, ~20 hours, free to audit, certificate for ~$149)
· Description: This course covers global security trends, geopolitical risk analysis, and economic security, with case studies on great power competition, trade policies, and technological threats, aligning with NSES 4900’s focus on geopolitical dynamics, supply chain security, and economic strategies.
· Relevance: Equips students with analytical skills to assess international security challenges and economic policies, preparing them for careers in national security and policy analysis.
· Access: Available on edX (https://www.edx.org/course/certificate-in-global-security-analysis).

