	
	
	



HIST 4882.001: The United States During the 1960s
“Something is happening here, but you don’t know what it is, do you, Mr. Jones?” -Bob Dylan, “Ballad of a Thin Man”

Class Hours: M/W/F 12:00 – 12:50 PM
Classroom: Wooten Hall 115
Instructor Information  
Dr. Wesley Phelps (he/him)
Office: Wooten Hall 255
Email: wesley.phelps@unt.edu
Student Drop-In Hours: M/W/F 10:00-11:00 AM, or by appointment
Course Description, Structure, Requirements, and Objectives 
Course Description
In this course, we will explore the decade of the 1960s in the United States, paying particular attention to the social, cultural, and political shifts that occurred during these years. A decade that began with idealistic self-sacrifice, community orientation, and a commitment to nonviolence seemingly ended with cynical self-indulgence, extreme individualism, and violence. What happened? What gave rise to the enormous amount of change that occurred during the 1960s? What is the significance of this particular decade to American history? In sum, how did it come about that this great upheaval happened during the 1960s and what did the events of the decade mean to the American experience? By the end of the course, you will have a complex and nuanced understanding of this pivotal decade in American history and will be able to engage actively in contemporary debates about its multiple meanings.
Course Structure: History through Biography
We will take a biographical approach to understanding American history during the 1960s. I hold the view that history is the study of humanity and is about people who loved, hated, achieved, failed, and shared with us a fascinating complexity of thought and feeling. History can be as exciting as life itself if we think of it as a series of biographies. Although the particular individuals chosen will serve to illuminate certain aspects of American history during the 1960s, the actual choice is not all-important. A surprising amount of information about the course of national events can be tied to any American life. As Americans, they have all affected, and have been affected by, American history. What is important to remember is that individuals and groups of individuals made the decade of the 1960s pivotal in American history.
This semester we will investigate and analyze the lives of Fannie Lou Hamer, Robert McNamara, Betty Friedan, Mario Savio, Reies Tijerina, Bayard Rustin, Rachel Carson, Frank Kameny, Bob Dylan, Tim Leary, and Phyllis Schlafly.
Required Materials 
1. Christopher B. Strain, The Long Sixties: America, 1955-1973 (Malden, Massachusetts: Wiley Blackwell, 2017) – available on reserve via Willis Library Services Desk
2. Additional materials will be made available on Canvas.

How This Course Works
This course uses an unconventional approach to assessing student learning called specifications grading. (If you’re curious about this approach, see this overview.) Specifications grading means that your final course grade will be determined by the amount of quality work you choose to do. Assignments are bundled together at each grade level based on amount of work and/or level of complexity. The A bundle of assignments requires more work, and work of greater complexity, than the B bundle, which is likewise more challenging than the C bundle. Rather than earning a grade for each assignment, you will earn your final course grade by meeting the expectations on all of the assignments within your chosen bundle. These bundles reflect a hierarchy of course objectives. Your final grade will be assigned based on which bundles of assignments you satisfactorily complete. These final grades, therefore, indicate which course objectives you demonstrate that you accomplished. You have an opportunity to think ahead about what grade you would like to earn in this course and plan your workload accordingly. However, your chosen grade is not set in stone – you can reevaluate this choice at any time.
All individual assignments will be evaluated as “meets expectations” or “does not meet expectations yet,” based on specific criteria for each assignment. You will receive credit for an assignment when it meets ALL of the criteria. There are no points, percentages, or gradations of quality in specifications grading. An assignment either meets expectations, or it does not. I will share these criteria with you well in advance of each assignment. In general, “meets expectations” should not be viewed as “minimally competent,” as is typical for a grade of C. Rather, “meets expectations” indicates you have achieved the course objective associated with that particular assignment and its specifications. In practice, “meets expectations” will describe work that, under a typical grading scheme, would receive at least a B+ or A-.
As you may have noticed, one of the evaluation categories is “does not meet expectations yet,” rather than “fail.” The word choice is deliberate. I want to cultivate a learning environment in which you feel comfortable taking risks and in which you see learning as an incremental process. To ease stress, to allow for flexibility, and to maximize opportunities for learning, you will have the option to revise and resubmit any written assignment that does not yet meet expectations. The revision and resubmission process will vary for each type of assignment, and some assignments will require a face-to-face meeting with me before it may be resubmitted. Resubmissions will be due 1 week after I return the assignment to you with comments. 
Course Objectives
Students who pass the course with a minimum grade of C will be able to:
· Identify major historical figures of the 1960s in the United States and interpret their contributions to key events
· Understand the lasting consequences of the 1960s and their impact on current events and debates
· Analyze primary and secondary sources to reveal the extent to which individuals affected the course of events in the United States during the 1960s
Students who achieve a higher level of mastery with a minimum grade of B will also be able to:
· Communicate evidence-based evaluations of how effectively the lives of individuals illuminate larger developments in United States history
Students who achieve the highest level of mastery with a grade of A will also be able to:
· Synthesize the biographical approach to the history of the 1960s and evaluate its usefulness in capturing the complexity of this critical era in US history
Grades
The only letter grade that you will receive in this course will be your final grade, and it will reflect the “bundles” of assignments and requirements you have satisfactorily accomplished in the class. That final letter grade is not an assessment of your intelligence, your abilities, or your value as a person. Rather, the grade reflects what you demonstrated that you learned in the course: no more, no less.
Built into this system is a good deal of choice as to how much you wish to learn and how hard you want to work to demonstrate and apply that learning. You might choose that passing this course with a C is sufficient for your goals—it is perfectly appropriate and worthy of respect for you to make that choice, especially if it allows you to proactively allocate your time to other endeavors at UNT or beyond. If you strive to get an A in this course and maximize your learning, you will be making the choice to challenge yourself, and you should make sure you are in a personal and academic situation to achieve that level of engagement.
C Bundle
If you receive “meets expectations” on all of the following assignments, you will pass the course with a grade of C:
· Introduction Paper
· 3 Exams
· 13 In-Class Reading Responses
B Bundle
If you receive “meets expectations” on all of the following assignments, you will pass the course with a grade of B:
· Introduction Paper
· 3 Exams
· 13 In-Class Reading Responses
· Sustained In-Class Engagement
A Bundle
If you receive “meets expectations” on all of the following assignments, you will pass the course with a grade of A:
· Introduction Paper
· 3 Exams
· 13 In-Class Reading Responses
· Sustained In-Class Engagement
· Comprehensive Final Exam
Note: Grades of D will be given only in rare cases where a student meets most of the C Bundle requirements but falls short in one area. Typically, a student who does not meet the requirements of the C Bundle will fail the course.
Assignments
Introduction Paper (Due Wednesday, Aug. 20, by 11:59 pm)
All grade bundles. Write a short essay (1 page or less) introducing yourself to me. This assignment is designed to allow me to get to know you better, so tell me your pronouns, whether you have a preferred name that is different from what is on the class roster, where you are from, what your major is and why you are interested in that subject, what you hope to learn in this course, any fears or concerns you have about this course, what grade bundle you plan to pursue in this course, and at least one interesting thing about you. You may also include a photo of yourself, which will help me learn names. Including a photo is optional but greatly appreciated.
Weekly In-Class Reading Responses
All grade bundles. At the beginning of a class meeting each week, there will be an opportunity to write a response to an analytical question related to the reading material for that week. You will handwrite these responses and submit them to me during class. These in-class reading responses will usually occur at the beginning of our Friday class meeting, but there may be weeks when they will occur on a Monday or Wednesday. There will be a total of 15 opportunities to submit these reading responses during the semester, and you must submit at least 13 of them. To meet expectations for this assignment, you must demonstrate that you have read the assigned materials and have formulated your own thoughts about them. If you do not meet expectations on a particular reading response, you must schedule an appointment with me during office hours for a one-on-one discussion of the reading materials for that week.
Exams (Sep. 19, Oct. 24, and Dec. 1)
All grade bundles. You will complete 3 handwritten in-class exams during the semester that will require you to synthesize the course reading and lecture material. Each exam will consist of a single essay question, and you will have the entire 50 minutes of class time to complete each exam. I will provide more detailed information as each exam date approaches.
In-Class Engagement
A and B grade bundles. This course is designed to facilitate active engagement with the reading and lecture materials. Much of the time we spend together in class will be devoted to discussion. In order for everyone to reap the full benefits of these discussions, you should arrive in class having read the assignment for that day. I encourage you to offer your own thoughtful comments about the reading material during our discussions. I also realize that not every student is outspoken. Additional ways to demonstrate your engagement are: taking productive notes during lectures; asking questions during lectures and discussions; answering questions posed by me and by other students; and otherwise being present, alert, and involved in what is happening during class.
To demonstrate your active engagement, you must be present in class. For the A and B grade bundles, you may not miss more than 4 classes during the semester. Being absent for more than 4 classes during the semester will negatively affect your in-class engagement grade. 
Final Exam (Wednesday, Dec. 10, 10:30 am – 12:30 pm)
A grade bundle. A handwritten comprehensive final exam for this course will ask you to synthesize much of the material we discussed in class during the semester and evaluate the usefulness of the biographical approach for understanding the history of the 1960s in the US. I will provide more detailed information as the final exam date approaches.
Course Expectations
Land Acknowledgment
Acknowledging the land is an Indigenous protocol, and it is important to note that the University of North Texas is located on the un-ceded territory of the Wichita and Caddo Affiliated Tribes. It is important to study the long processes that have brought us all to reside on this land, and to seek to better understand our places within these histories.
Attendance
Research has shown that students who attend class are more likely to be successful. The knowledge and skills you will gain in this course highly depend on your participation in class learning activities. Because of that, I expect you to attend all class sessions unless you are ill or have a valid reason for missing. I plan to track class attendance to help me understand how and when students are engaging in the course. If you are ill or have another valid reason for missing class, please contact me in advance of the absence.
Communication
Student drop-in hours offer you an opportunity to ask for clarification or find support with understanding class material. I want to be as accessible to you as I can be. I encourage you to visit me to discuss any aspect of this course or whatever else is on your mind. If you cannot visit during drop-in hours, please email me and we will find a time that works for you.
Inclusivity and Belonging
As members of the UNT community, we have all made a commitment to be part of an institution that respects and values the identities of the students and employees with whom we interact. I view this commitment as encompassing the intersecting identities that make us unique individuals, including, but not limited to, ethnic/racial identity, nationality, sexual identity, gender identity and expression, age, religious/spiritual beliefs, socioeconomic status, body shape/size, physical ability status, and varying points of view. Together we will strive to build a classroom environment that recognizes and acknowledges the impact of stereotypes, prejudice, discrimination, oppression, power, and privilege and work to create a learning atmosphere that embraces and celebrates diversity. If you ever have a concern about the inclusivity of this learning space, please come and talk to me.
Course Conduct
​I am committed to creating a positive learning environment where diverse perspectives are recognized and valued as a source of strength. I request that you work with me to create a classroom culture based on open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion. As a class we will approach all discussions with respect and civility. Disagreements and debates in academic discourse are expected and welcome, but personal attacks are never OK and will not be tolerated. I strive to ensure an open and welcoming classroom for all students. If I ever miss the mark, please don’t hesitate to come and talk to me. We are all learning together.
Laptops and Personal Devices
My expectations for laptops and personal devices are based on three primary reasons: 1) a significant body of research demonstrates that the use of laptops, phones, and other digital devices causes distraction and impairs learning not only for the person using the technology but also for people near the person using the technology; 2) this class depends upon everyone’s active engagement, and if you are focused on your laptop or other personal device during class you are depriving the entire class of your ideas and questions – both of which we all want to hear; and 3) I want to make sure that we all show respect for one another by listening to each other. Therefore, the use of laptops and other personal devices during class is prohibited. All laptops, phones, digital tablets, and other personal devices must be stored out of sight during the 50 minutes we are together for each class meeting. Please plan to take notes by hand and bring printed copies of assigned reading materials if you would like to reference them during class. If you have accommodation needs related to technology, please let me know.
Caregiver Responsibilities
I have great respect for students who are balancing their pursuit of education with the responsibilities of caring for children or other family members. If you run into challenges that require you to miss a class, please contact me. There may be some instances of flexibility I can offer to support your learning.
School-Life Conflict
Many students face obstacles to their education as a result of work or family obligations or unforeseen personal difficulties. If you are experiencing challenges throughout the semester that are impacting your ability to succeed in this course, or in your undergraduate career more broadly, please reach out to me immediately so that we can work together to form a plan for your academic success. If you are unable to attend my student drop-in hours, please email to set up a time that works for you or to arrange a meeting by Zoom.
Emergency Notifications and Procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.
ADA Accommodation Statement
I am committed to the principle of universal learning. This means that our classroom, our virtual spaces, our practices, and our interactions will be as inclusive as possible. Mutual respect, civility, and the ability to listen to and observe others carefully are crucial to universal learning. Any student with particular needs should contact the Office of Disability Access (ODA) at the beginning of the semester. If necessary, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter that you can submit to me. Then you and I can work out the details of any accommodations needed for this course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (http://www.unt.edu/oda). You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.
Academic Integrity
The University of North Texas promotes the integrity of learning and embraces the core values of trust and honesty. Academic integrity is based on educational principles and procedures that protect the rights of all participants in the educational process and validate the legitimacy of degrees awarded by the University. In the investigation and resolution of allegations of student academic dishonesty, the University’s actions are intended to be corrective, educationally sound, fundamentally fair, and based on reliable evidence. Students should be aware that “acts of dishonesty” include cheating, plagiarism, furnishing misleading information, and forgery. We will uphold the policies and regulations of the University. A finding of academic dishonesty in this course, which includes the use of AI-generated text as a substitute for your own writing on any assignment, will result in a grade of 0 for the work in question. Students have the right to appeal a finding of academic dishonesty. The full AI policy for this course can be found on Canvas. Please note that your instructor used absolutely no generative AI in the creation or preparation of this course, and your instructor will use absolutely no AI in any form to assess your assignments or provide feedback on your work.
Course Schedule
Note: If a reading requirement appears on a particular date, please read it before arriving in class. 
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	Topic / Reading
	Assignments/Exams

	Week 1: Course Introduction / Framing the 1960s

	Aug 18
	Who is Betty Ann Duke?
	

	Aug 20
	Welcome to the 1960s
Course Syllabus
	Introduction Paper Due by 11:59 pm 
on Canvas


	Aug 22

	Framing the 1960s
Strain, The Long Sixties, Preface (pp. vi-x)
	

	Week 2: The 1950s as Prelude / Civil Rights / Feminism

	Aug 25
	Postwar Affluence and the Cold War
Strain, The Long Sixties, Ch. 1-3 (pp. 1-44)
	

	Aug 27
	Cracks in the Consensus
Strain, The Long Sixties, Ch. 4-6 (pp. 45-92)
	

	Aug 29
	Second-Wave Feminism
Strain, The Long Sixties, Ch. 7-9 (pp. 93-145)
	

	Week 3: Consequences of the 1960s / Biography and History

	Sep 1
	Labor Day (No Class Meeting)
	

	Sep 3
	Consequences of the 1960s
Strain, The Long Sixties, Ch. 10-12 (pp. 146-198)
	

	Sep 5
	Biography and History
	




	Week 4: The Southern Civil Rights Movement: Fannie Lou Hamer

	Sep 8
	Local Activism
“Brief Biography of Fannie Lou Hamer” (Canvas)
	

	Sep 10
	The National Stage
Hamer, “I’m Sick and Tired of Being Sick and Tired” (Canvas)
	

	Sep 12
	Hamer’s Legacy
Hamer, “If the Name of the Game is Survive, Survive” (Canvas)
	

	Week 5: The War in Vietnam: Robert McNamara

	Sep 15
	The US and Vietnam
Biography of Robert McNamara (Canvas)
	

	Sep 17
	Escalation of the War
McNamara, “Troubles Deepen” (Canvas)
	

	Sep 19
	Exam 1 in Class
	Exam 1

	Week 6: Feminism: Betty Friedan

	Sep 22
	Impact of The Feminine Mystique
Collins, “Introduction” (Canvas)
	

	Sep 24
	The Problem That Has No Name
Friedan, “The Problem That Has No Name” (Canvas)
	

	Sep 26
	The Abortion Debate
Friedan, “Abortion: A Woman’s Civil Right” (Canvas)
	

	Week 7: New Left Activism: Mario Savio

	Sep 29
	The New Left
“Brief Biography of Mario Savio” (Canvas)
	

	Oct 1
	The Free Speech Movement
Savio, “An End to History” (Canvas)
	

	Oct 3
	The Student Antiwar Movement
Savio, “Questioning the Vietnam War” (Canvas)
	

	Week 8: Chicano Activism: Reies López Tijerina

	Oct 6
	The Chicano Movement
“Brief Biography of Reies Tijerina”
**Guest Speaker: Dr. ToniAnn Treviño
	

	Oct 8
	Land Grants
Tijerina, “The Land Grant Question” (Canvas)
	

	Oct 10
	The Courthouse Raid
Tijerina, “Letter from the Santa Fe Jail” (Canvas)
	




	Week 9: National Civil Rights and Beyond: Bayard Rustin
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	Early Civil Rights Activism
Stanford MLK Institute, “Bayard Rustin” (Canvas)
	

	Oct 15
	Rustin’s Place in History
John D’Emilio, “Remembering Bayard Rustin” (Canvas)
**Guest Speaker: Dr. John D’Emilio
	

	Oct 17
	The Legacy of Rustin’s Activism
Rustin, “From Protest to Politics” (Canvas)
	

	Week 10: Environmentalism: Rachel Carson

	Oct 20
	Carson and the New Left
Lear, “Rachel Carson” (Canvas)
	

	Oct 22
	Impact of Silent Spring
Carson, “Elixirs of Death” (Canvas)
Carson, “Beyond the Dreams of the Borgias” (Canvas)
	

	Oct 24
	Exam 2 in Class
	Exam 2

	Week 11: Gay Rights: Frank Kameny

	Oct 27
	The Lavender Scare
DeLeon, “Frank Kameny” (Canvas)
	

	Oct 29
	The Mattachine Society
Johnson, “Homosexual Citizens” (Canvas)
	

	Oct 31
	Kameny’s Impact
Johnson, “Epilogue” (Canvas)
	

	Week 12: Music: Bob Dylan

	Nov 3
	The Life of Bob Dylan
Amplified Documentary on Bob Dylan (Canvas)
	

	Nov 5
	The Music of Bob Dylan
Tracks from Dylan Records (Canvas)
	

	Nov 7
	The Significance of Bob Dylan
	

	Week 13: The Counterculture: Tim Leary

	Nov 10
	The Counterculture
Janoff, “Timothy Leary” (Canvas)
	

	Nov 12
	The History of Psychedelics
Playboy Magazine Interview with Tim Leary, September 1966 (Canvas)
	

	Nov 14
	Tim Leary and the Hippies
Wolfe, “The Crypt Trip” (Canvas)
	

	Week 14: Conservatism: Phyllis Schlafly

	Nov 17
	Conservative Ideology
	

	Nov 19
	Schlafly and Anticommunism
Schlafly, “Who’s Looney Now?” (Canvas)
	

	Nov 21
	Schlafly and Antifeminism
Schlafly, “The Fraud of the ERA” (Canvas)
	

	Thanksgiving Break – Nov 24-28 – No Class Meetings

	Week 15: The Legacy of the 1960s

	Dec 1
	Exam 3 in Class
	Exam 3

	Dec 3
	The Legacy of the 1960s
Isserman and Kazin, “Everything Changed” (Canvas)
	

	Dec 5
	No Class (Reading Day)
	

	Final Exam

	Dec 10
	Final Exam – 10:30 am – 12:30 pm
Wooten Hall 115
	



