	
	
	



HIST 3065.001: United States LGBTQ History
Class Hours: M/W/F 10:00 – 10:50 am
Classroom: Wooten Hall 121 
Instructor Information  
Dr. Wesley Phelps (he/him)
Office: Wooten Hall 255
Email: wesley.phelps@unt.edu
Student Drop-In Hours: M/W/F 11:00 am-12:00 pm, or by appointment
Course Description, Structure, Requirements, and Objectives 
Course Description
This course investigates the rise of modern lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer identities, politics, cultures, and communities in the United States. We will trace LGBTQ history from the pre-Columbian period to the present within the larger, rich history of the changing social, economic, political, and intellectual life of the United States. Major topics will include: the collision of ideas about gender and sexuality among Native American, European, and African cultures in the 16th and 17th centuries; policing sexuality in Revolutionary America; romantic friendships of the 19th century; the emergence of gay and lesbian identities in the early 20th century; transgressive gender identities; the medicalization of homosexuality; the Cold War Lavender Scare; Stonewall; the AIDS crisis; the marriage debate; popular culture; and much more.
Required Materials 
1. Leila Rupp, A Desired Past: A Short History of Same-Sex Love in America (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999) – available on reserve via Willis Library Services Desk
2. Rachel Hope Cleves, Charity & Sylvia: A Same-Sex Marriage in Early America (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014)– available as an e-book through the UNT Library (one digital copy)
3. Jim Downs, Stand By Me: The Forgotten History of Gay Liberation (New York: Basic Books, 2016)– available as an e-book through the UNT Library (one digital copy)
4. One book or film of your choosing from a list provided by the instructor

Additional materials will be made available on Canvas.

How This Course Works
This course uses an unconventional approach to assessing student learning called specifications grading. (If you’re curious about this approach, see this overview.) Specifications grading means that your final course grade will be determined by the amount of quality work you choose to do. Assignments are bundled together at each grade level based on amount of work and/or level of complexity. The A bundle of assignments requires more work, and work of greater complexity, than the B bundle, which is likewise more challenging than the C bundle. Rather than earning a grade for each assignment, you will earn your final course grade by meeting the expectations on all of the assignments within your chosen bundle. These bundles reflect a hierarchy of course objectives. Your final grade will be assigned based on which bundles of assignments you satisfactorily complete. These final grades, therefore, indicate which course objectives you demonstrate that you accomplished. You have an opportunity to think ahead about what grade you would like to earn in this course and plan your workload accordingly. However, your chosen grade is not set in stone – you can reevaluate this choice at any time.
All individual assignments will be evaluated as “meets expectations” or “does not meet expectations yet,” based on specific criteria for each assignment. You will receive credit for an assignment when it meets ALL of the criteria. There are no points, percentages, or gradations of quality in specifications grading. An assignment either meets expectations, or it does not. I will share these criteria with you well in advance of each assignment. In general, “meets expectations” should not be viewed as “minimally competent,” as is typical for a grade of C. Rather, “meets expectations” indicates you have achieved the course objective associated with that particular assignment and its specifications. In practice, “meets expectations” will describe work that, under a typical grading scheme, would receive at least a B+ or A-.
As you may have noticed, one of the evaluation categories is “does not meet expectations yet,” rather than “fail.” The word choice is deliberate. I want to cultivate a learning environment in which you feel comfortable taking risks and in which you see learning as an incremental process. To ease stress, to allow for flexibility, and to maximize opportunities for learning, you will have the option to revise and resubmit any written assignment that does not yet meet expectations. Resubmissions will be due 1 week after I return the assignment to you with comments. 
Course Objectives
Students who pass the course with a minimum grade of C will be able to:
· Identify major historical events and themes related to LGBTQ history in the United States
· Understand the significance of US LGBTQ history and its impact on current events and debates
· Analyze primary and secondary sources to construct original arguments about US LGBTQ history
Students who achieve a higher level of mastery with a minimum grade of B will also be able to:
· Evaluate the strength of an author’s argument based on the use of historical evidence
· Collaborate with peers in class to evaluate ideas, arguments, and points of view based on the reading material
· Collaborate with peers to build an annotated bibliography of works related to US LGBTQ history
Students who achieve the highest level of mastery with a grade of A will also be able to:
· Apply what you have learned in this class to write a policy recommendation letter to the US president on matters relating to LGBTQ Americans
Grades
The only letter grade that you will receive in this course will be your final grade, and it will reflect the “bundles” of assignments and requirements you have satisfactorily accomplished in the class. That final letter grade is not an assessment of your intelligence, your abilities, or your value as a person. Rather, the grade reflects what you demonstrated that you learned in the course: no more, no less.
Built into this system is a good deal of choice as to how much you wish to learn and how hard you want to work to demonstrate and apply that learning. You might choose that passing this course with a C is sufficient for your goals—it is perfectly appropriate and worthy of respect for you to make that choice, especially if it allows you to proactively allocate your time to other endeavors at UNT or beyond. If you strive to get an A in this course and maximize your learning, you will be making the choice to challenge yourself, and you should make sure you are in a personal and academic situation to achieve that level of engagement.
C Bundle
If you receive “meets expectations” on all of the following assignments, you will pass the course with a grade of C:
· Introduction Paper
· 13 In-Class Reading Responses
· 2 Exams


B Bundle
If you receive “meets expectations” on all of the following assignments, you will pass the course with a grade of B:
· Introduction Paper
· 13 In-Class Reading Responses
· 2 Exams
· In-Class Engagement (no more than 6 missed classes)
· Individual Book or Film Critique for Collaborative Annotated Bibliography
A Bundle
If you receive “meets expectations” on all of the following assignments, you will pass the course with a grade of A:
· Introduction Paper
· 13 In-Class Reading Responses
· 2 Exams
· In-Class Engagement (no more than 3 missed classes)
· Individual Book or Film Critique for Collaborative Annotated Bibliography
· Policy Recommendation Letter to the President
Note: Grades of D will be given only in rare cases where a student meets most of the C Bundle requirements but falls short in one area. Typically, a student who does not meet the requirements of the C Bundle will fail the course.
Assignments
Introduction Paper (Due Wednesday, Jan. 14, by 11:59 pm)
All grade bundles. Write a short paragraph (1 page or less) introducing yourself to me. This assignment is designed to allow me to get to know you better, so tell me your pronouns, whether you have a preferred name that is different from what is on the class roster, where you are from, what your major is and why you are interested in that subject, what you hope to learn in this course, any fears or concerns you have about this course, what grade bundle you plan to pursue in this course, and at least one interesting thing about you. You may also include a photo of yourself, which will help me learn names. Including a photo is optional but very much appreciated.
Weekly In-Class Reading Responses
All grade bundles. At the beginning of one class meeting each week, there will be an opportunity to write a response to an analytical question related to the reading material for that week. You will handwrite these responses and submit them to me during class. These in-class reading responses will usually occur at the beginning of our Friday class meeting, but there may be weeks when they will occur on a Monday or Wednesday. There will be a total of 15 opportunities to submit these reading responses during the semester, and you must submit at least 13 of them. To meet expectations for this assignment, you must demonstrate that you have read the assigned materials and have formulated your own thoughts about them. If you do not meet expectations on a particular reading response, you must schedule an appointment with me during office hours for a one-on-one discussion of the reading materials for that week.
Exams (Feb. 27 and Apr. 27)
All grade bundles. You will complete 2 handwritten in-class exams during the semester that will require you to synthesize the course reading and lecture material. Each exam will consist of a single essay question, and you will have the entire 50 minutes of class time to complete each exam. I will provide more detailed information as each exam date approaches.
In-Class Engagement
A and B grade bundles. This course is designed to facilitate active engagement with the reading material. Much of the time we spend together in class will be devoted to discussion. In order for everyone to reap the full benefits of these discussions, you should arrive in class having read the assignment for that day. I encourage you to offer your own thoughtful comments about the reading material during our discussions. I also realize that not every student is outspoken. Additional ways to demonstrate your engagement are: taking productive notes during lectures; asking questions during lectures and discussions; answering questions posed by me and by other students; and otherwise being present, alert, and involved in what is happening during class.
To demonstrate your active engagement, you must be present in class. For the A grade bundle, you may not miss more than 3 classes during the semester. For the B grade bundle, you may not miss more than 6 classes during the semester. If you miss more than 6 classes, you will not be able to earn a final grade higher than a C.
Individual Book or Film Critique for Collaborative Annotated Bibliography: Book or Film Selected from List (Due Date According to Book or Film Selection)
A and B grade bundles. You will write a critique of 500-750 words (roughly 2-3 pages) on a book or film you select from a list provided by the instructor for inclusion on a collaborative annotated bibliography we will build this semester. This is not a report or summary. Rather, this is a critique that requires you to engage with the author’s or filmmaker’s argument and assess the persuasiveness of the evidence. More detailed information is available on Canvas. A sign-up sheet will be provided on Canvas. Individual book or film selection is due Friday, Jan. 23, by 11:59 pm.
Policy Recommendation Letter to the President (Due May 6 by 11:59 pm)
A grade bundle. You will write a policy recommendation letter of 750-1000 words (roughly 3-4 pages) advising the President of the United States on a matter related to LGBTQ Americans. More detailed information is available on Canvas.
Course Expectations
Land Acknowledgment
Acknowledging the land is an Indigenous protocol, and it is important to note that the University of North Texas is located on the un-ceded territory of the Wichita and Caddo Affiliated Tribes. It is important to study the long processes that have brought us all to reside on this land, and to seek to better understand our places within these histories.
Attendance
Research has shown that students who attend class are more likely to be successful. The knowledge and skills you will gain in this course highly depend on your participation in class learning activities. Because of that, I expect you to attend all class sessions unless you are ill or have a valid reason for missing. I plan to track class attendance to help me understand how and when students are engaging in the course. If you are ill or have another valid reason for missing class, please contact me in advance of the absence.
Communication
Student drop-in hours offer you an opportunity to ask for clarification or find support with understanding class material. I want to be as accessible to you as I can be. I encourage you to visit me to discuss any aspect of this course or whatever else is on your mind. If you cannot visit during drop-in hours, please email me and we will find a time that works for you.
Inclusivity and belonging
As members of the UNT community, we have all made a commitment to be part of an institution that respects and values the identities of the students and employees with whom we interact. I view this commitment as encompassing the intersecting identities that make us unique individuals, including, but not limited to, ethnic/racial identity, nationality, sexual identity, gender identity and expression, age, religious/spiritual beliefs, socioeconomic status, body shape/size, physical ability status, and varying points of view. Together we will strive to build a classroom environment that recognizes and acknowledges the impact of stereotypes, prejudice, discrimination, oppression, power, and privilege and work to create a learning atmosphere that embraces and celebrates diversity. If you ever have a concern about the inclusivity of this learning space, please come and talk to me.
Course Conduct
​I am committed to creating a positive learning environment where diverse perspectives are recognized and valued as a source of strength. I request that you work with me to create a classroom culture based on open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion. As a class we will approach all discussions with respect and civility. Disagreements and debates in academic discourse are expected and welcome, but personal attacks are never OK and will not be tolerated. I strive to ensure an open and welcoming classroom for all students. If I ever miss the mark, please don’t hesitate to come and talk to me. We are all learning together.
Laptops and Personal Devices
My expectations for laptops and personal devices are based on three primary reasons: 1) a significant body of research demonstrates that the use of laptops, phones, and other digital devices causes distraction and impairs learning not only for the person using the technology but also for people near the person using the technology; 2) this class depends upon everyone’s active engagement, and if you are focused on your laptop or other personal device during class you are depriving the entire class of your ideas and questions – both of which we all want to hear; and 3) I want to make sure that we all show respect for one another by listening to each other. Therefore, the use of laptops and other personal devices during class is prohibited. All laptops, phones, digital tablets, and other personal devices must be stored out of sight during the 50 minutes we are together for each class meeting. Please plan to take notes by hand and bring printed copies of assigned reading materials if you would like to reference them during class. If you have accommodation needs related to technology, please let me know.
Caregiver Responsibilities
I have great respect for students who are balancing their pursuit of education with the responsibilities of caring for children or other family members. If you run into challenges that require you to miss a class, please contact me. There may be some instances of flexibility I can offer to support your learning.
School-Life Conflict
Many students face obstacles to their education as a result of work or family obligations or unforeseen personal difficulties. If you are experiencing challenges throughout the semester that are impacting your ability to succeed in this course, or in your undergraduate career more broadly, please reach out to me immediately so that we can work together to form a plan for your academic success. If you are unable to attend my student drop-in hours, please email to set up a time that works for you or to arrange a meeting by Zoom.
Emergency Notifications and Procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials.
ADA Accommodation Statement
I am committed to the principle of universal learning. This means that our classroom, our virtual spaces, our practices, and our interactions will be as inclusive as possible. Mutual respect, civility, and the ability to listen to and observe others carefully are crucial to universal learning. Any student with particular needs should contact the Office of Disability Access (ODA) at the beginning of the semester. If necessary, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter that you can submit to me. Then you and I can work out the details of any accommodations needed for this course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (http://www.unt.edu/oda). You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.
Academic Integrity
The University of North Texas promotes the integrity of learning and embraces the core values of trust and honesty. Academic integrity is based on educational principles and procedures that protect the rights of all participants in the educational process and validate the legitimacy of degrees awarded by the University. In the investigation and resolution of allegations of student academic dishonesty, the University’s actions are intended to be corrective, educationally sound, fundamentally fair, and based on reliable evidence. Students should be aware that “acts of dishonesty” include cheating, plagiarism, furnishing misleading information, and forgery. We will uphold the policies and regulations of the University. A finding of academic dishonesty in this course, which includes the use of AI-generated text as a substitute for your own writing on any assignment, will result in a grade of 0 for the work in question. Students have the right to appeal a finding of academic dishonesty. The full AI policy for this course can be found on Canvas. Please note that your instructor used absolutely no generative AI in the creation or preparation of this course, and your instructor will use absolutely no AI in any form to assess your assignments or provide feedback on your work.
Course Schedule
Note: If a reading or listening or viewing requirement appears on a particular date, please read it or listen to it or view it before arriving in class. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk110696128]Date
	Topic / Reading / Listening / Viewing
	Assignment / Exams

	Week 1: Course Introduction

	Jan 12
	Was Abraham Lincoln Gay?
	

	Jan 14
	How Will This Class Work?
Course Syllabus	
	Introduction Paper Due by 11:59 pm on Canvas

	Jan 16
	What is US LGBTQ History?
Rupp, A Desired Past, Chapter 1 (pp. 1-11)
	

	Week 2: LGBTQ History and Theory

	Jan 19
	No Class Meeting – Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
	

	Jan 21
	Do We Need Theory?
Jonathan Ned Katz, “The Invention of Heterosexuality” (Canvas)
	

	Jan 23
	The Sodomy Trial of Nicholas Sension, 1677
Rupp, A Desired Past, Chapter 2 (pp. 12-36)

Genny Beemyn, “Native American Cultures,” in Trans Bodies, Trans Selves (Canvas)
	Individual Book/Film Selection Due

	Week 3: Colonial America and the Early Republic

	Jan 26
	The Sodomy Trial of Nicholas Sension (continued)
	

	Jan 28
	Same-Sex Marriage in Early America
Cleves, Charity & Sylvia, Ch. 1-11 (pp. ix-109)
	

	Jan 30
	Same-Sex Marriage in Early America
Cleves, Charity & Sylvia, Ch. 12-19 (pp. 110-203)
	

	Date
	Topic / Reading / Listening / Viewing
	Assignment Due (by 11:00 am)

	
Week 4: The Nineteenth Century

	Feb 2
	Gender, Marriage, and Friendship
Rupp, A Desired Past, Chapter 3 (pp. 37-72)
	

	Feb 4
	Trans History Before the 20th Century
Queer America Podcast, “The Experiences of Trans People” (Canvas)
	

	Feb 6
	Nineteenth-Century Sexual Ideology
Martin Duberman, “’Writhing Bedfellows’ in Antebellum South Carolina: Historical Interpretation and the Politics of Evidence” (Canvas)

Karen V. Hansen, “’No Kisses is Like Youres’: An Erotic Friendship between two African American Women during the Mid-Nineteenth Century” (Canvas)
	

	Week 5: Sexology, Criminology, and the Rise of the Experts

	Feb 9
	The Medical Turn
Rupp, A Desired Past, Chapter 4 (pp. 73-100)
	

	Feb 11
	Female Husbands
Emily Skidmore, “Introduction: Harry Gorman’s Buffalo,” in True Sex: The Lives of Trans Men at the Turn of the 20th Century (Canvas)
	

	Feb 13
	Sexology and Criminology
Griswold Comstock, “Alice Mitchell as a ‘Case of Sexual Perversion,’ 1892” (Canvas)
	

	Week 6: The Emergence of Gay and Lesbian Identities

	Feb 16
	Identity Formation
Rupp, A Desired Past, Chapter 5 (pp. 101-129)
	

	Feb 18
	What Gave Rise to Identities Based on Sexuality?
John D’Emilio, “Capitalism and Gay Identity” (Canvas)
	

	Feb 20
	Identity and Community 
“Black Entertainer Mabel Hampton Recalls Lesbian Life in the 1920s and 1930s” (Canvas)

“Dr. La Forest Potter Describes a Drag Ball, 1933” (Canvas)
	




	Date
	Topic / Reading / Listening / Viewing
	Assignment Due (by 11:00 am)

	Week 7: World War II and Cold War America

	Feb 23
	World War II as a Coming Out Story
Rupp, A Desired Past, Chapter 6 (pp. 130-169)
	

	Feb 25
	The Lavender Scare and Cold War Culture
Fierce Podcast, “Christine Jorgensen: A Woman Before Her Time” (Canvas)

Ben White, “Ex GI Becomes Blonde Beauty,” New York Daily News, December 1, 1952 (Canvas)

“The U.S. Senate Investigates ‘Sex Perverts’ in Government, 1950” (Canvas)
	

	Feb 27
	Exam 1 in Class
	Exam 1

	Week 8: Stonewall

	Mar 2
	Film Screening: Stonewall Uprising 
Rupp, A Desired Past, Chapter 7 (pp. 170-199)
	

	Mar 4
	Film Screening: Stonewall Uprising
	

	Mar 6
	Beyond Stonewall
Screaming Queens (Canvas)
	

	SPRING BREAK (MARCH 9-13)

	Week 9: Queer Liberation

	Mar 16
	After Stonewall: The DSM
This American Life Podcast, “81 Words” (Canvas)
	

	Mar 18
	The Culture of Liberation
Downs, Stand By Me, Intro and Ch. 1-3 (pp. 1-88)
	

	Mar 20
	History, Publications, and the Politics of the Body
Downs, Stand By Me, Ch. 4-Conclusion (pp. 89-197)
	

	Week 10: Political Power in the 1970s

	Mar 23
	Film Screening: The Times of Harvey Milk
	

	Mar 25
	Film Screening: The Times of Harvey Milk
	

	Mar 27
	Film Screening: The Times of Harvey Milk
	




	Date
	Topic / Reading / Listening / Viewing
	Assignment Due (by 11:00 am)

	Week 11: The Texas Homosexual Conduct Law

	Mar 30
	The Evolution of the Texas Sodomy Statute
	

	Apr 1
	Article 524 of the Texas Penal Code
Queering the Lone Star State Podcast, “Buchanan v. Batchelor” (Canvas)
	

	Apr 3
	The New Texas Homosexual Conduct Law
Queering the Lone Star State Podcast, “Risher v. Risher” (Canvas)
	

	Week 12: The Legal Struggle for Queer Equality in Texas

	Apr 6
	Dallas’s Stonewall
Queering the Lone Star State Podcast, “State of Texas v. Schwiderski” (Canvas)
	

	Apr 8
	The Significance of Baker v. Wade
Queering the Lone Star State Podcast, “Baker v. Wade” (Canvas)
	

	Apr 10
	Gay Rights as Student Rights
Queering the Lone Star State Podcast, “Gay Student Services v. Texas A&M University” (Canvas)
	

	Week 13: Surviving the 1980s and 1990s

	Apr 13
	Backlash and Regrouping
	

	Apr 15
	The AIDS Crisis
Queer America Podcast, “The AIDS Epidemic, Then and Now” (Canvas)
	

	Apr 17
	Confronting the AIDS Crisis
“The Denver Principles to Empower People with AIDS, 1983” (Canvas)

“Surgeon General Everett Koop Defends His Crusade on AIDS, 1987” (Canvas)

“Cleveland’s Black Community Responds to AIDS, 1998” (Canvas)

Susan Stryker, “AIDS and the New Transgender,” in Transgender History (Canvas)
	




	Date
	Topic / Reading / Listening / Viewing
	Assignment Due (by 11:00 am)

	Week 14: From Lawrence v. Texas to Obergefell v. Hodges

	Apr 20
	Lawrence v. Texas: The Arrests
Queering the Lone Star State Podcast, “Lawrence v. Texas Part 1” (Canvas)
	

	Apr 22
	Lawrence v. Texas: The Decision
Queering the Lone Star State Podcast, “Lawrence v. Texas Part 2” (Canvas)

Phelps, “The Fall of Roe Forecasts Trouble Ahead for Key LGBTQ Rights” (Canvas)
	

	Apr 24
	Obergefell v. Hodges
US Supreme Court Opinion in Obergefell v. Hodges (2015) (Canvas)

LGBTQ&A Podcast, “Jim Obergefell: The Love Story that Changed History” (Canvas)

Paula Ettelbrick, “Since When is Marriage a Path to Liberation?” (Canvas)
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk173419243]Week 15: Wrap Up

	Apr 27
	Exam 2 in Class
	Exam 2

	Apr 29
	Where is LGBTQ History Going?
Eaklor, “Where Are We Now, Where Are We Going, and Who Gets to Say?“ (Canvas)
	

	May 1
	No Class (Reading Day)
	

	Final Exam Week

	May 2
	No Class (Final Exam)
**There is no final exam in this class. You do not need to attend class during the scheduled final exam period.
	

	May 6
	
	Policy Recommendation Letter Due by 
11:59 pm



