History 3300: The Ancient Near East (Geographic Focus—Africa, Asia, Latin America, or the Middle East; Theme—Premodern Europe and the Mediterranean)
University of North Texas, Fall Semester 2026

Department of History
Instructor: Dr. Walter Roberts
Office: Wooten Hall 229
Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays 11 AM-1 PM or by appointment
E-Mail: Walter.Roberts@unt.edu

Course Description and Objectives
This course gives an overview of developments in the Ancient Near East (broadly defined) from ca. 3000-ca. 500 BCE. Topics to be covered include the origins of Ancient Near Eastern civilizations; the problems of ancient chronology; and the development of Near Eastern civilizations such as the Sumerians, Babylonians, Hittites, Assyrians, and Persians. This course will emphasize the analysis of archaeological and literary sources to achieve a comparison of social, religious, and military concepts among ancient Near Eastern civilizations Themes to be covered include notions of leadership and community, the role of assimilation in the formation of cultural identity, and the contributions of these civilizations to modern notions of state formation and imperialism. This course will be in a lecture/discussion format, with an emphasis on primary sources.

Student Learning Outcomes
1) Identify the basic events and chronology of Ancient Near Eastern civilizations from ca. 3000-ca. 500 BCE.
2) Place Ancient Near Eastern history in a wider historical context; that is, how do the developments in the ancient Near East inform our understanding of the modern world?
3) Identify primary and secondary historical sources about the Ancient Near East.
4) Be able to formulate an analytical argument about issues in Ancient Near Eastern history using analysis of primary and secondary sources.
5) Be able to assess critically primary sources on Ancient Near Eastern history.  

Required Texts
Mark Chavalas, ed., The Ancient Near East: Historical Sources in Translation (Blackwell Press, 2006) ISBN: 9780631235811

Marc Van De Mieroop, A History of the Ancient Near East, ca. 3000-323 BC, 3rd edition (Blackwell Press, 2016) ISBN: 9781118718162

Links to supplemental websites will appear in each Module in Canvas.




Grading and Evaluation
Four assignments split between Examinations and Book Reviews, each worth 25% of the final course grade.
The value for all grades in this course will be based on a standard collegiate scale:  A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F=59% or lower.

Examinations
The two exams will be in-class exams consisting of essay questions. At the dates noted under the class schedule, you will come to our usual class and take an in-person blue book exam. Further details on these assignments can be found on the Canvas site. Each exam is worth 25% of your final course grade.  

Primary Source Analysis Papers
You will write two short papers analyzing select primary source readings. At the dates noted under the class schedule, each student will turn in a 3-5 page typed, single or double-spaced essay in Courier or Times New Roman 10 or 12-point font on the relevant book.  Further details on these writing assignments are available on the course website. Each of these assignments is worth 25% of your final course grade.

Plagiarism, AI, and the University of North Texas’s Student Code of Conduct
Plagiarism violates the university’s Student Code of Conduct.  Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else’s written work and passing it off as your own.  This includes, but is not limited to: copying an essay, in whole or in part, off an Internet website or from another already published work; collaborating with, or copying from, other students on assignments that are to be completed individually; placing a direct quotation in your paper without acknowledging it as such or not correctly attributing the quote to its source. With regard to AI, it is plagiarism if you use AI to generate part or the whole of an assignment. You may use AI assistive software (such as Grammarly, etc.) to help you with your writing, but all substantive written expressions of your ideas that you submit for credit for this course must be generated by you. If in doubt about issues of plagiarism or the Student Code of Conduct, please examine the appropriate sections on the university’s website or come see me.  Anyone caught plagiarizing will at a minimum fail the assignment and an incident report will be sent to the proper university authorities.













Attendance Policy
A crucial aspect of your learning in this course is attending class and participating.  It is imperative that you do the readings, come to class, and participate in our discussions.  Much on the exams comes from lectures, discussions, and course readings.  You cannot simply skim the required readings while skipping class and hope to do well.  If you do not come to class and participate in the discussions, you will do poorly in this course. There is, however, no formal attendance requirement.  I normally do not allow for missed deadlines.  If missing an assignment deadline is unavoidable due to extenuating circumstances, you must give reasonable prior notification and documentation for the reason you are missing the deadline.  In such cases you must arrange with me to make up the work in question within two weeks of the original due date.  There will be no extensions given for the final exam. To encourage your attendance, I will pass around a roll sheet at the start of each class and allow you to substitute your raw attendance percentage at the end of the course for your lowest score on the other class assignments. This means, however, that I will not be dealing in excused vs. unexcused absences. I will also not allow you to sign the attendance sheet if you come in late. You are either in class on time or not.

University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct
This code is in effect for all aspects of this course.  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to UNT policy.  If you are unclear about the Code of Student Conduct, please refer to section Chapter 7, Section 18.1.16 of the University Policy Manual (https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf) or come see me.

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, but ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the ODA website at http://www.unt.edu/oda or contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Course Web Page
This course has its own Web page on the Canvas site.  This web page will contain the syllabus, assignment guidelines, and other supplemental course materials. It is important that you check the Web page on a regular basis to get your assignments and access material that will make this course more manageable.

Class Schedule (Order of topics and dates subject to change as necessary)
Module 1: Uruk and Sumeria (August 17-August 21)
Readings: Van de Mieroop, Chapters 1-3; Chavalas, Chapter 1

Module 2: Akkadia and the Third Dynasty of Ur (August 24-September 4)
Readings: Van de Mieroop, Chapters 4; Chavalas, Chapters 2-3

Module 3: The Growth of Territorial States in the Early Second Millennium (September 7-September 18)
Readings: Van de Mieroop, Chapters 5-6; Chavalas, Chapters 4-5 

Module 4: “The Club of Great Powers:” The collapse of the system of Territorial States, and its consequences (September 21-October 9)
Readings: Van de Mieroop, Chapters 7-10; Chavalas, Chapters 6-9

Module 5: The Near East at the Start of the First Millennium (October 12-October 16)
Readings: Van de Mieroop, Chapter 11

Module 6: The Neo-Assyrians (October 19-October 30)
Readings: Van de Mieroop, Chapters 12-13; Chavalas, Chapters 10-11

Module 7: The Medes and Neo-Babylonians (November 2-November 6)
Readings: Van de Mieroop, Chapter 14; Chavalas, Chapter 12

Module 8: The Persians (November 9-December 2)
Readings: Van de Mieroop, Chapter 15-16; Chavalas, Chapter 13

Key Dates
Monday, September 7: Labor Day Holiday (no class)
Monday, September 21: PSA 1 due by 11:59 PM
Monday, October 12: Mid-term Exam during usual class time in our usual room
[bookmark: _Hlk124322133]Friday, November 6: Last day to drop the course and receive a grade of “W.”
Monday, November 16: PSA 2 due by 11:59 PM
[bookmark: _Hlk174300404]Monday, November 23 to Friday, November 27: Thanksgiving Break (no class)
Wednesday, December 9: Final Exam from 8-10 AM in our usual room
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