History 1050.431: World History to the 16th Century

University of North Texas, Fall Semester 2026
Instructor: Dr. Walter Roberts
Office Hours: Mondays 11 AM-Noon via Zoom link (posted to Canvas once class begins); I can also set up individual appointments via Zoom as needed.
E-Mail: Walter.Roberts@unt.edu
Grader: Kristie Deluna
Office Hours: MW 1-2 PM via Zoom link (posted to course Canvas site once class begins); or by appointment via Zoom as needed.
E-Mail: KristieDeluna@my.unt.edu
Course Description and Objectives

As citizens of an increasingly global society, it is imperative that you have a basic understanding of the social, political, economic, and religious developments that have shaped the world as we know it today.  This course is meant to provide you with an overview of the events and ideas that shaped world history until ca. 1500 CE.  More than a dry recitation of facts and dates, however, this course is designed to encourage you to examine critically the issues put forth and to ultimately form your own educated opinions about them.  This course will be based off the main textbook and supplemental websites.
Student Learning Outcomes

1. Identify the basic events and chronology of world history to ca. 1500 CE.

2. Place the developments of early world history into a wider context; that is, how do the developments of pre-1500 world history inform our understanding of modern society?

3. Explain the difference between primary and secondary historical sources.

4. Be able to formulate an analytical argument about historical issues for the pre-modern period using analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

5. Be able to assess critically primary sources on pre-modern world history.
Required Texts
Walter Roberts, World Civilizations to 1500 CE: Empires and Religions, 3rd edition (Kendall Hunt, 2024) ISBN: 9798385126859
This is an electronic text with reading quizzes. While available through UNT-affiliated bookstores, for the lowest price, please purchase the text directly from Kendall-Hunt at  https://he.kendallhunt.com/product/world-civilizations-1500-ce-empires-and-religions. For full disclosure, I am not making any money off the sales of this textbook to UNT students—all proceeds from these sales go directly back to the UNT Department of History to support our undergraduate students.
Each module will also have links to additional websites that provide more in-depth information on specific topics of the module.
Grading and Evaluation

4 Discussions 80% (20% each)

10 Chapter Reading Quizzes 10%

Signature Assignment 10%
The value for all grades in this course are on a standard collegiate scale:
A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F=59% or lower.
Discussion Posts
There will be five discussion posts due at the indicated dates below. The submission window for each discussion will be open for seven days. You will submit a 750-word response to a discussion prompt of your choice, using the textbook and course websites to help you answer the question. You will also be required to write a 250-word response each to two other students’ discussion posts. Your posts and responses will be input directly into Canvas. A rubric and instructions will be provided for each discussion on Canvas. I will drop your lowest of the five discussion grades and the remaining four discussion grades will each be 20% of your final course grade.
Reading Quizzes

There will be 15 reading quizzes, one on each chapter of the textbook. Ideally, you should be doing 1 quiz a week and keeping pace with the Modules, but all reading quizzes will remain open until 11:59 PM on Friday, December 4. I will not reopen quizzes after this date. Quizzes can be accessed directly through Canvas, which will take you to the textbook. Once you complete the quiz there the grades will be transferred to the Canvas site. You will have 2 attempts for each quiz (30 minutes per attempt) and I will take the higher grade of the two attempts as your official score for any given chapter quiz. I will drop the 5 lowest official quiz scores, and your remaining 10 quizzes will make up 10% of your final course grade. 
Signature Assignment

In an essay that is approximately 750 words in length, answer the provided question. Your essay should contain a thesis or argument that answers the question and should use evidence from the textbook, assigned sources specifically for the Signature Assignment, and course websites to support your argument. A rubric and instructions will be provided on Canvas. This assignment will be open from the start of class and is due by 11:59 PM on Friday, December 4. This assignment is 10% of the final course grade.
Policy on Late Assignments

I will not accept late submissions on the reading quizzes, the Signature Assignment, or Discussion 5. These are all due by 11:59 PM on Friday, December 5. The reading quizzes and Signature Assignment are open all semester, while Discussion 5 opens at 8 AM on November 29. For Discussions 1-4, in the cases of extreme emergency situations or sudden personal crises, I reserve the right to allow late submissions with a ten-point penalty on the assignment. In such circumstances I will provide you a 2-week window from the original due date of the Discussion and you must, if possible, give me prior notice. I decide extension requests on a case-by-case basis, and a decision to extend an assignment doesn’t set precedent for future extensions. 
On-line Etiquette Policies

I will not tolerate inappropriate language or on-line behavior. There will be a variety of opinions and interpretations of the course material during our on-line discussions, not all of with which you will agree. I reserve the right to ban students from discussions or take off points on the work of those students who are abusive towards others, use inappropriate language, or otherwise offend the basic norms of on-line interactions.
University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct

This code is in effect for all aspects of this course.  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to UNT policy.  If you are unclear about the Code of Student Conduct, please refer to section Chapter 7, Section 18.1.16 of the University Policy Manual (Code of Student Conduct) or come see me.
Accommodation for Students with Disabilities

UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, but ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the ODA website at ODA website or contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.
Course Web Page 

This course has its own Web page on the Canvas site.  This web page will contain the syllabus, assignment guidelines, links to the reading quizzes, and other supplemental course materials. It is important that you check the Web page on a regular basis to get your assignments and access material that will make this course more manageable.
Class Schedule (Subject to change as necessary)

Module 1 (August 17 to August 21): The Ancient Near East and Ancient Egypt (ca. 3500–ca. 300 BCE)


Readings: Roberts, Chapter 1; course websites
Module 2 (August 24 to August 28): Classical India (ca. 3000 BCE–ca. 600 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 2; course websites
Module 3 (August 31 to September 4): Early China (ca. 9000–221 BCE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 3; course websites
Discussion 1 (Opens 8 AM on Saturday, September 5; due by 11:59 PM on Friday, September 11)
Module 4 (September 8 to September 11): Ancient Greece (ca. 2000-ca. 30 BCE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 4; course websites
Module 5 (September 14 to September 18): The Roman Imperium (ca. 1200 BCE-ca. 400 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 5; course websites
Module 6 (September 21 to September 25): Classical China (ca. 221 BCE-ca. 900 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 6; course websites
Discussion 2 (Opens 8 AM on Saturday, September 26; due by 11:59 PM on Friday, October 2)
Module 7 (September 28 to October 2): The Late Antique Mediterranean World (ca. 300-ca. 1000 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 7; course websites
Module 8 (October 5 to October 9): The Classical Islamic World (ca. 600-ca. 1400 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 8; course websites
Module 9 (October 12 to October 16): Imperial China and is Neighbors (ca. 900-ca. 1400 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 9; course websites
Discussion 3 (8 AM on Saturday, October 17; due by 11:59 PM on Friday, October 23)
Module 10 (October 19 to October 23): Southeast Asia and the Mongol Empires (ca. 300–1400 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 10; course websites
Module 11 (October 26 to October 30): Medieval Europe and the Mediterranean World (ca. 1000–1500 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 11; course websites
Module 12 (November 2 to November 6): Europe in the Age of the Renaissance and Reformation (ca. 1300–1650 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 12; course websites
Discussion 4 (Opens 8 AM on Saturday, November 7; due by 11:59 PM on Friday, November 13)
Module 13 (November 9 to November 13): Africa (ca. 1000 BCE–1500 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 13; course websites
Module 14 (November 16 to November 20): The Americas (ca. 1500 BCE–1500 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 14; course websites
Module 15 (November 30 to December 4): The Beginnings of Globalization (ca. 1450–1600 CE)
Readings: Roberts, Chapter 15; course websites
Discussion 5 (Opens 8 AM on Saturday, November 28; due by 11:59 PM on Friday, December 4)
Signature Assignment (Opens on August 17; due by 11:59 PM on December 4)
Key Dates
Monday, September 7: Labor Day Holiday (no class)

Friday, September 11: Discussion 1 due by 11:59 PM.
Friday, October 2: Discussion 2 due by 11:59 PM.
Friday, October 23: Discussion 3 due by 11:59 PM.
Friday, November 6: Last day to drop the course and receive a grade of “W.”

Friday, November 13: Discussion 4 due by 11:59 PM.
Monday, November 23 thru Friday, November 27: Thanksgiving Break (No Class)
Friday, December 5: Discussion 4 and Signature Assignment due by 11:59 PM.
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