History 3301.431: Ancient Egypt
University of North Texas, Summer Semester 2026

Department of History
Instructor: Dr. Walter Roberts
Office Hours: I am available for consultation via e-mail or Zoom by appointment
E-Mail: Walter.Roberts@unt.edu

Teaching Assistant: Kristie Deluna
Office Hours: Kristie is available for consultation via e-mail or Zoom by appointment
E-Mail: kristiedeluna@my.unt.edu

Course Description and Objectives
This course will examine the history of ancient Egypt from ca. 3500 BCE-ca. 332 BCE.  Specific emphasis will be placed upon the political, social, and religious developments. We will attempt to put ancient Egypt into its historical context as one of the major Mediterranean cultures that shaped world history.  This course is designed as an on-line course structured around the standard textbook in the field, a primary source reader, and supplemental electronic resources.

Student Learning Outcomes
1) Identify the basic events and chronology of Classical Egyptian history (from ca. 3500 BCE-ca. 332 BCE).
2) Interpret ancient Egyptian history in a wider historical context; that is, how do the developments of ancient Egyptian history inform our understanding of modern society?
3) Identify primary and secondary historical sources for ancient Egyptian history.
4) Be able to formulate an analytical argument about historical issues surrounding ancient Egypt using analysis of primary and secondary sources.
5) Be able to assess critically primary sources on ancient Egyptian history.  

Required Texts
The following are available for purchase at the campus bookstore:

Marc Van de Mieroop, A History of Ancient Egypt, 2nd edition (Wiley-Blackwell, 2021) ISBN: 9781119620877

David Miano, ed. Pen, Stylus, and Chisel: An Ancient Egypt Sourcebook (Cognella, 2015) ISBN: 9781631890062

In addition, there will be supplemental websites for most modules. These will be available through links in Canvas.



Grading and Evaluation
There will be five written assignments—two Discussion Posts and three Primary Source Analysis Exercises; I will drop the lowest of these five grades, with each of the four remaining scores worth 20% of the final course grade (80% total with 4 grades).

Ten chapter reading quizzes will be worth a total of 20% of your final course grade.

The value for all grades in this course will be based on a standard collegiate scale:  A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F=59% or lower.

Discussion Posts
There will be two discussion posts due at the dates indicated on the Class Schedule below. The submission window will open at 8 AM on the relevant Saturdays (Monday for the first week of class) and close at 11:59 PM on the relevant Fridays. You will submit a 750-word response to a discussion prompt of your choice, using the textbook, course reader, and supplemental websites to help you answer the question. You will also be required to write a 250-word response each to two other students’ discussion posts. Your posts and responses will be input directly into Canvas. A rubric and instructions are provided for each discussion on Canvas. 

Primary Source Analysis Exercises
There will be three primary source analysis exercises at the dates indicated on the Class Schedule below. You will submit each assignment as a MS-Word compatible document via Canvas. The submission window will open at 8 AM on the relevant Saturdays and close at 11:59 PM on the relevant Fridays. A rubric and instructions can be found in each of these assignments on Canvas.

Chapter Reading Quizzes
There will be 12 reading quizzes on the relevant chapters from the Van de Mieroop textbook, accessible in each Module through Canvas at the dates indicated on the Class Schedule below. The submission window will open at 8 AM on the relevant Saturdays (Monday for the first week of class) and close at 11:59 PM on the relevant Fridays. These will be multiple-choice quizzes; you will get two 30-minute attempts at each quiz, and the highest grade of these two attempts will be recorded as your grade for a given chapter quiz. I will then drop your two lowest recorded chapter quiz grades and use the highest remaining 10 scores to calculate 20% of the final course grade 

Policy on Late Assignments
I do not accept late assignments in on-line courses. The system will be set to close out each week’s assignments at 11:59 PM on that Friday. Budget your time wisely. I have a very generous drop policy to accommodate for any assignments that you have to miss or cannot complete.




On-line Etiquette Policies
I will not tolerate coarse language or rude on-line behavior. Keep things civil. There will be a variety of opinions and interpretations of the course material during our on-line discussions, not all of with which you will agree. Regardless, you will respect what your peers and myself have to say. I reserve the right to ban students from discussions or take off points on the work of those students who are rude or abusive towards others or who use inappropriate language or otherwise offend the basic norms of on-line interactions.

University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct
This code is in effect for all aspects of this course.  Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated and will be dealt with according to University policy.  If you are unclear about the Code of Student Conduct, please refer to section Chapter 7, Section 18.1.16 of the University Policy Manual (https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf) or come see me.

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.

Course Web Page 
This course has its own Web page on the Canvas site.  This web page will contain the syllabus, assignment guidelines, reading quizzes, and other supplemental course materials. It is important that you check the Web page on a regular basis to get your assignments and access material that will make this course more manageable.










Class Schedule
Week 1 (May 18-May 22)
Module 1: Introductory Concerns 
Reading: Van De Mieroop, Chapter 1

Module 2: The Formation of the Egyptian State
Reading: Van De Mieroop, Chapter 2; Websites on Narmer, the Early Dynastic Period, Ma’at, Hieroglyphics, and Memphis

Week 2 (May 26-May 29)
Module 3: The Great Pyramid Builders
Van De Mieroop, Chapter 3; Websites on Djoser, the Great Pyramid of Giza, Pyramid Texts, Coffin Texts, and Osiris

Module 4: The End of the Old Kingdom and the First Intermediate Period 
Reading: Van De Mieroop, Chapter 4; Miano Reader, Selections 7, 10, 15; Websites on the First Intermediate Period, the Admonitions of Ipuwer, Ancient Egyptian Burial, Ancient Egyptian Taxes, and Daily Life in Ancient Egypt

Module 5: The Middle Kingdom
Van De Mieroop, Chapter 5; Miano Reader, Selections 33, 44, 45, 48; Websites on the Middle Kingdom, Senusret III, Clergy, Priests and Priestesses in Ancient Egypt, “The Tale of Sinuhe,” and “The Tale of the Eloquent Peasant”

Week 3 (June 1-June 5)
Module 6: The Second Intermediate Period and the Hyksos
Van De Mieroop, Chapter 6; Miano Reader, Selections 51-55; Websites on Kerma and Ancient Egypt, the Hyksos, the Second Intermediate Period, Tell el-Daba (Avaris), Buhen Fortress

Module 7: The Birth of Empire: The Early 18th Dynasty
Van De Mieroop, Chapter 7; Miano Reader, Selections 56-62; Websites on the New Kingdom, the God’s Wife of Amun, Hatshepsut, Punt, and Thutmose III

Module 8: The Amarna Revolution and the Late 18th Dynasty
Van De Mieroop, Chapter 8; Miano Reader, Selections 65-72; Websites on Tiye, Akhenaten, Amarna, the Art of the Amarna Period, and the Amarna Period









Week 4 (June 8-June 12)
Module 9: The Ramessid Empire
Van De Mieroop, Chapter 9; Miano Reader, Selections 73-78; Websites on Piramesse, Battle of Kadesh, Deir el-Medina, Ramesses II, and Abu Simbel

Module 10: The End of Empire
Van De Mieroop, Chapter 10; Miano Reader, Selections 79, 82, 83, 85, 92, 94, 96; Websites on the Bronze Age Collapse, an Analysis of “The Tale of Wenamun,” the Valley of the Kings, Sea Peoples, and Medinet Habu

Week 5 (June 15-June 19)
Module 11: The Third Intermediate Period
Van De Mieroop, Chapter 11; Miano Reader, Selections 99-104; Websites on the Third Intermediate Period, Sheshonq’s Palestinian Campaigns, the Victory Stele of King Piye, the God’s Wife of Amun, and Psusennes I 

Module 12: Egypt in the Age of Empires
Van De Mieroop, Chapter 12; Miano Reader, Selections 105, 106, 109, 111; Websites on Late Period Ancient Egypt, the Shabaqo Stone, the Sarcophagus of Harkhebit, Meroe, and the Screen Slab of Psamtek I


























Assignment due Dates (all assignments due by 11:59 PM on the indicated dates)
Friday May 22
Chapter 1 Reading Quiz
Chapter 2 Reading Quiz
Discussion 1

Friday May 29
Chapter 3 Reading Quiz
Chapter 4 Reading Quiz
Chapter 5 Reading Quiz
Primary Source Analysis Exercise 1

Friday June 5
Chapter 6 Reading Quiz
Chapter 7 Reading Quiz
Chapter 8 Reading Quiz
Primary Source Analysis Exercise 2

Friday June 12
Chapter 9 Reading Quiz
Chapter 10 Reading Quiz
Primary Source Analysis Exercise 3

Friday June 19 
Chapter 11 Reading Quiz
Chapter 12 Reading Quiz
Discussion 2
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